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"  pharmaceutical  formulas." 

The  New  "  C.  and  D."  Book  of  Recipes. 


The  second  edition  of  this  popular  trade  formulary  is  now 
ready,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  direct  from  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.,  at  8s.  post-free,  or  at  the  published  price  (7s.  Qd. 
net)  by  callers,  or  from  any  of  the  wholesale  houses  men- 
tioned in  last  week's  issue,  page  880.  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd 
&  Co.,  Exeter,  also  stock  the  book. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  paid  the  book  a  pretty  com- 
pliment the  other  clay,  when  it  said — 

Whether  it  be  the  preparation  of  a  skin-lotion,  tooth-paste, 
effervescent  drink,  furniture-polish,  or  some  unofficial 
galenical  preparation,  no  one  is  likely  to  delve  in  this  mine 
of  information  without  finding  something  at  least  approach- 
ing what  he  requires. 

Our  aim  in  compiling  the  book  has  been  to  make  it 
thoroughly  useful  to  all  sections  of  the  drug-trade,  and  we 
think  everyone  who  invests  7s.  Qd.  in  it  will  find  it  profitable. 
The  book  contains  nearly  700  pages  and  4,000  recipes,  and 
is  handsomely  and  strongly  bound  in  leather. 


We  report  on  the  medical  and  hygienic  exhibition  now 
open  in  London  (p.  910). 

Kecent  Bacteriological  Research  in  regard  to  yeast 
as  a  remedy  is  noted  on  p.  910,  and  in  regard  to  vaccina- 
tion on  p.  919. 

Mr.  Alexander  Laing,  the  popular  Glasgow  chemist, 
has  been  honoured  by  his  colleagues  on  leaving  the  Clyde 
district  (p.  904). 

We  report  the  examination  in  bankruptcy  of  Mr.  Jessop, 
who  was  manager  to  the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society 
(Limited)  (p.  916). 

An  Unqualified  Assistant  in  a  chemist's  branch  at  West- 
minster has  been  fined  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling 
oxalic  acid  (p.  913). 

Forfarshire  Chemists  suggest  to  the  doctors  in  their 
district  that  the  new  B.P.  should  not  be  adopted  until 
September  1  (p.  903). 

We  report  an  intervisw  with  Mr.  Yoxall,  M.P  ,  in  which 
that  gentleman  explains  his  reasons  for  objecting  to  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  917). 

The  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scot- 
land, having  taken  legal  advice,  have  resolved  to  support 
Mr.  Cross's  amendments  (p.  904). 

The  CONSULTING  Physician  employed  by  Professor 
Munyon  was  struck  off  the  Medical  Register  at  the  late 
session  of  the  General  Medical  Council  Cp.  907). 

In  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  Case  the  Magistrate  decided  that 
though  lime-water  is  liable  to  decomposition,  his  sample  had 
not  decomposed  sufficiently  to  interfere  with  analysis  (p.  914). 

Lord  Playfair  of  St.  Andrews,  the  oldest  ex-President 
of  the  Chemical  Society  and  the  last  surviving  founder,  died 
on  Sunday.  A  portrait  and  biographical  sketch  appear  on 
p.  927. 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  has  declined  to  agree 
to  the  Edinburgh  chemists'  suggestion  to  permit  non- 
mineralised  methylated  spirit  to  be  sold  in  small  quantities 
(p.  903). 

Dr.  Hill,  the  Birmingham  analyst,  has  reported  to  the 
Town  Council  on  a  large  number  of  medicines  obtained 
from  the  local  drug-trade.  His  results  are  instructive 
(p.  900). 

Mr.  P.  W.  Squire,  referring  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney's  last  B.P. 
paper,  questions  if  the  new  directions  for  ung.  hyd.  nit.  are 
not  the  best,  and  other  correspondents  refer  to  further 
points  (p.  933). 

Mr.  R.  Warington,  F.R.S.,  in  a  communication  on 
p.  923,  criticises  the  B.P.  test  for  lead  in  citric  and  tartaric 
acids,  and  defines  the  precise  conditions  which  should  be 
followed  in  testing  for  lead. 

The  Export  of  Tinctures  seems  to  have  increased 
considerably  in  1897,  judging  by  the  quantity  on  which 
drawback  was  paid  by  the  Government.  We  give  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  drawback  for  the  past  ten  years  (p.  919). 

The  General  Medical  Council  has  appointed  a 
committee  to  take  steps  to  get  a  clause  inserted  into  the 
Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  with  the  object  of  prevent- 
ing the  registration  of  companies  to  carry  on  medical, 
surgical,  and  dental  practice  (p.  906). 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  has  reported  finally,  thanking 
Drs.  Leech  and  MacAlister  for  their  assistance,  and  giving 
a  history  of  the  revision.  Dr.  Attfield  is  to  edit  the 
Indian  and  Colonial  appendix,  which  will  be  published  in 
six  months  (p.  908). 
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News 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  Lg  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Council. 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  did  not  meet  this  week  owing  to  the  holidays.  The 
resolution  to  this  effect  was  arrived  at  in  December  last . 
The  Council  will  meet  next  week  to  elect  a  President  and 
other  officers,  and  to  transact  routine  business.  There  is  no 
other  nominee  for  the  chair  than  Mr.  Walter  Hills. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  following  officers  have  been  elected  for  the  session 
1898-9 : — President,  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble ;  vice-presidents, 
Messrs.  G.  E.  Pearson  and  F.  Cooper;  hon.  vice-president, 
Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  J.  Strother ; 
hon.  secretaries  (literary),  Mr.  Harold  Matthews;  (financial), 
Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering. 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District 
Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  on  Tuesday  the  Educational  Committee  re- 
ported that  they  had  acquainted  the  Technical  Schools' 
Committee  with  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Association 
the  previous  week,  respecting  the  establishment  of  permanent 
classes  for  Minor  examination  students.  Final  details  had 
not  been  arranged,  but  the  committee  considered  from  their 
interview  that  the  Schools'  Committee  were  prepared  to  make 
suitable  provisions,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the^scheme^ would 
come  into  early  operation. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Association  to  send  a  circular  to 
medical  practitioners  and  chemists  in  the  Three  Towns  noti- 
fying that  prescriptions  would  be  dispensed  on  and  after 
July  1  under  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  unless  otherwise  stated  ; 
also  to  draw  attention  in  the  circular  to  some  alterations  in 
the  strengths  of  the  preparations. 

Chemists  and  School  Boards. 

Mr.  E  T.  Wood,  chemist  and  druggist,  125  Union  Street, 
Stonehouse  (Devon),  has  been  nominated  for  one  of  the 
seats  on  Stonehouse  School  Board. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Barrett,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Colchester, 
lias  been  unsuccessful  at  the  recent  School  Board  election 
contest  in  that  town. 

Chemists'  Cricket  Matches. 

Hewlett's  C.C.  v.  Stafford  Allen  C.C.— Played  at  Clapton, 
May  28.    Scores:  Hewlett's,  55 ;  Stafford  Allen,  26. 

Hewlett's  C.C.  v.  Sharp  Brothers'  C.C  —Played  at  Waltham- 
stow,  May  30.    Scores  :  Hewlett's,  44  ;  Sharp  Brothers',  25. 

Lord  Mayor  Gibson  at  Newark. 

On  the  evening  of  May  25  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester 
(Alderman  R.  Gibson)  entertained  a  large  company  of  his 
old  friends  in  Newark  and  district  to  dinner  at  the  Clinton 
Arms  Hotel,  Newark.  Alderman  Gibson  is  a  native  of 
Carlton-on-Trent,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  drug- 
trade  with  Dr.  Pettinger  at  Newark,  in  the  shop  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  chemist,  Bridge  Street.  On 
the  following  day  Alderman  and  Mrs.  Gibson  proceeded  to 
Sutton-on-Trent  and  Carlton,  where  his  lordship  unveiled  a 
Jubilee  memorial  lamp,  and  was  presented  with  an  address. 

Is  Salt  a  Chemical  ? 

Messrs.  Bowman,  Thompson  &  Co.  (Limited),  Northwich, 
are  under  contract  to  consign  all  their  output  of  chemicals 
to  the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  and  Messrs. 
Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited),  which  arrangement  went  on 
satisfactorily  until  they  recently  began  to  manufacturejsalt 


and'  dispose  of  it  elsewhere.  This  was  objected  to  by  the 
Alkali  Company  and  Brunner,  Mond  &i  Co.,  on  the  ground 
that  salt  is  a  chemical.  Messrs.  Bowman,  Thompson  Ac  Co. 
did  not  agree,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  arbitrators, 
who  last  week  decided  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Bowman, 
Thompson  &  Co. 

Drug  Adulteration  in  Birmingham. 

Dr.  Alfred  Hill,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  City 
Analyist  for  Birmingham,  in  his  annual  report  states  that, 
of  108  samples  of  drugs  analysed,  88  were  genuine  and  20 
adulterated  ;  that  the  percentage  of  adulteration,  though 
lower  than  last  year,  is  still  much  higher  than  in  London  or 
in  England  and  Wales,  as  a  whole,  and  he  attributes  this  to 
the  fact  that  in  Birmingham  the  drugs  most  likely  to  be  de- 
fective arc  taken   in   preference  to  articles  which  past 
experience  has  shown  are  less  liable  to  be  adulterated.  More 
attention  than  usual  has  been  given  to  the  examination  of 
the  accuracy  with  which  medicines  are  dispensed  in  the  city. 
In  all,   60   samples   have    been  received.      In   3  case--, 
simple  Pharmacopeia  preparations  were  ordered — viz.,  cam- 
phor liniment,  iodine  liniment,  and  carbonate  of  iron  pills ; 
the  other  prescriptions  had  to  be  specially  prepared  by  the 
pharmacist.    Of  the  60  samples,  14  differed  so  much  froi.i 
what  was  ordered  that  they  were  certified  as  adulterated. 
Fifty-two  of  the  samples   were  obtained   from  persons 
qualified  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  of  these  11  were 
condemned;  of  the  remaining  8  samples,  taken  from  un- 
qualified vendors,  3  were  condemned.     Of  7  samples  of 
iodide  of  potassium  and  cinchona  mixture,  4  were  of  the 
correct  composition,  or  nearly  so.    One  contained  75  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  of  iodide  of  potassium  ordered,  and  was 
also  deficient  in  cinchona;  another  contained  only  85  per 
cent,  of  the  proper  amount  of  iodide  of  potassium,  and  a 
third  had  an  excess  of  10  per  cent,  of  this  drug.    One  of 
6  mixtures  containing  butyl-chloral  hydrate,  glycerin  and 
tincture  of  cardamoms  was  somewhat  deficient  in  strength, 
but  as  there  was  no  official  standard  of  purity  of  the  active 
ingredient,  he  could  not  call  it  adulterated.    Four  of  the 
samples  were  purple  in  colour,  and  2  were   brown,  the 
difference  in  appearance  being  due  to  the  B.P.  allowing  butyl- 
chloral  hydrate  to  be  neutral,  or  slightly  acid  in  reaction  to 
the  presence  of  tincture  of  cardamoms,  and  to  ordinary 
water  being  used.    The  Pharmacopoeia  requires  that  "  in 
dispensing  prescriptions,   aqua    should  be  understood  to 
mean  distilled  water."    Three  of  4  magnesia  mixtures  con- 
tained from  462  to  485  gr.  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  to  the 
8  oz.  mixture  ordered,  but  1  contained  only  441  instead 
of  480  gr.    This  was  probably  due  to  the  dispenser  erron- 
eously supplying  an  avoirdupois  oz.  of  437  5  gr.  instead  of 
an  apothecary's  oz.  of  480  gr.    The  vendor  in  this  instance 
was  cautioned,  as  was  also  the  chemist  who  supplied  a 
quinine  mixture  containing  an  excess  of  18  per  cent,  of  sul- 
phate of  quinine.    Three  other  samples  contained  a  slight 
excess.     One  of  4  samples  of    sodium  bromide  mixture 
contained  only   160   gr.   of  sodium   bromide,   while  the 
prescription    ordered     180    gr.,    and    the    vendor  was 
cautioned.    The  other  3  samples  contained  168  to  178  gr., 
but   as  the  B.P.    allows   a  slightly    damp   salt   to  be 
used  they  were  passed    as   genuine.     Four   of    the  15 
samples    of    camphor    liniment  contained   only  half  to 
three-quarters  of  the  camphor  which  should   be  present, 
another  was  slightly  low  in  camphor,  and  the  remainder 
were  satisfactory.    One  of  the  defective  samples  had  not 
been  prepared  with  olive  oil  as  required  by  the  B.P.  Each 
of  4  samples   of  iodine  liniment  contained  about  the 
correct  quantity  of  iodine,  but  1  was  deficient  of  16  per 
cent,  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  ordered  by  the  B.P.,  and  the 
vendor  was  cautioned.    Three  of  5  samples  of  carbonate 
of  iron  pills  were  correctly  dispensed,  but  1  contained 
only  25  per  cent,  of  the  carbonate  of  iron  that  should  have 
been  present,  a  deficiency  which  was  not  due  to  deteriora- 
tion by  oxidation.    The  remaining  sample  consisted  of  iron 
or  Blaud's  pills,  instead  of  carbonate  of  iron  pills,  and 
although  the  two  preparations  are  similar  in  nature,  Dr.  Hill 
says  that  the  substitution  of  one  for  the  other  cannot  be 
justified.     The  4  samples  of  iron  and  quinine  pills  con- 
tained the  correct  amount  of  quinine,  but  1  contained  an 
excess  of  80  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  iron,  probably  due,  the 
doctor  adds,  to  the  dried  salt  having  been  used  in  error. 
Four  samples  of  pills  were  made  from  a  prescription  order- 
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ing  squill,  ammoniacutn,  benzoic  acid,  Peru  balsam,  and 
opium,  but  owing  to  the  complexity  of  the  ingredients  and 
the  small  quantity — 10  gr. — received  analysis  was  impossible. 
Twelve  samples  of  glycerin  were  analysed,  and  in  4  of 
them  minute  traces  of  arsenic  were  found,  but  the  quantity 
was  too  small  to  be  considered  adulteration.  Two  samples 
contained  glucose  or  starch  syrup,  a  cheap  substance  used  in 
confectionery,  which  does  not  possess  the  medicinal  qualities 
of  glycerin,  and  is  quite  different  in  its  nature.  As  starch 
syrup  is  denser  than  glycerin  its  presence  enables  a  certain 
amount  of  water  to  be  added  without  reducing  the  density 
of  the  sample  below  that  of  genuine  glycerin.  None  of  the 
50  samples  examined  in  past  years  have  been  adulterated 
in  this  way.  In  each  case  a  fine  of  51.  and  costs  was 
imposed.  Four  of  6  samples  of  spirit  of  nitrous  ether 
yielded,  under  standard  conditions,  from  5  to  7  vols,  of 
nitric  oxide  gas,  but  2  were  seriously  deficient,  yielding 
only  3g  vols,  and  1  vol.  of  gas  respectively.  As  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether  is  a  drug  liable  to  deterioration,  Dr.  Hill 
suggests  that  the  stock  should  be  kept  in  a  cool,  dark  cellar, 
and  not  obtained  in  too  large  quantities,  and  that  the  shop 
bottle  should  not  contain  more  than  can  be  sold  in  a  short 
period.  That  the  official  requirements  are  not  unnecessarily 
exacting  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  none  of  the  7 
samples  examined  last  year  were  deficient  in  strength.  One 
sample  of  tincture  of  rhubarb  was  certified  to  be  16  per 
cent,  deficient  in  solid  ingredients,  and  the  vendor  was 
cautioned.  Three  of  5  samples  of  beeswax  were  genuine, 
another  was  nearly  so,  containing  a  small  quantity  of  stearic 
acid,  while  a  third  was  adulterated  with  at  least  25  per  cent, 
of  paraffin-wax  and  10  per  cent,  of  resin.  It  was  composed 
of  two  pieces,  one  of  which  was  chiefly  resin  and  paraffin- 
wax,  the  other  was  adulterated  with  a  little  tallow  and  about 
one-third  of  its  weight  of  paraffin-wax.  The  vendor  was 
fined  Is  and  costs.  Of  other  drugs,  the  5  samples  of  cream 
of  tartar  all  contained  traces  of  lead,  but  not  enough  to  be 
called  adulteration.  One  of  4  samples  of  sal  volatile  was 
slightly  deficient  in  strength.  Three  samples  of  extract  of 
malt  were  not  altogether  satisfactory  in  quality,  but  as  there 
is  no  standard  for  the  preparation  given  in  the  B.P.,  Dr.  Hill 
says  be  could  not  call  them  adulterated.  Five  samples  of 
white  precipitate  and  tbe  single  sample  of  paregoric  and 
seidlitz-powder  were  of  the  correct  composition. 

Alcoholic  Temperance  Beverages. 

At  Scarborough  Police  Court,  on  May  25,  Wm.  Peacock, 
mineral-water  manufacturer,  was  summoned  for  selling  beer 
without  a  licence.  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Burge,  Government 
analyst,  Somerset  House,  stated  that  a  sample  of  hop  bitters 
purchased  at  defendant's  factory  was  found  to  contain  4  99 
of  proof  spirit,  and  a  sample  of  hop  stout  contained  5  97  of 
proof  spirit.    A  fine  of  11.  was  imposed. 

The  Coroner  and  the  Poisons  Act. 

On  May  26  the  Bournemouth  Coroner  held  an  inquest  on 
the  body  of  Florence  Lewis  (31),  a  married  woman,  who 
committed  suicide  by  taking  salts  of  lemon  and  phosphorus- 
paste.  After  evidence  had  been  given  by  the  husband  and 
the  doctor  who  was  called  in,  a  juryman  remarked  that  he 
thought  it  was  usual  to  require  a  person  purchasing  rat  poison 
to  sign  for  it  in  the  same  way  as  for  other  poisons.  The 
Coroner  said  that  in  this  case  there  was  nothing  to  show 
where  the  phosphorus-paste  was  obtained.  The  Act  required 
that  it  should  be  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article,  the 
word  "  poison,"  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller  ;  and 
in  this  instance  this  was  not  done.  Detective-Sergt.  Carman 
said  he  had  made  inquiries  at  the  shop  where  deceased  was 
supposed  to  have  bought  the  salts  of  lemon,  and  found  that 
a  lady  answering  the  description  of  the  deceased  bought 
four  pennyworth  of  salts  of  lemon  on  the  morning  in  ques- 
tion. The  same  lady  also  obtained  salts  of  lemon  at  another 
chemist's  at  11-30  the  same  morning.  The  Coroner  said  the 
salts  of  lemon  appeared  to  be  properly  labelled,  but  the 
question  arose  as  to  the  phosphorus.  Sergt.  Carman  said  he 
had  been  unable  to  ascertain  where  the  phosphorus-paste 
came  from.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  while 
temporarily  insane. 

The  Worm-powder  Suspected. 

An  inquest  was  opened  at  Haworth  on  May  31  on  John 
William  Place,  aged  11,  son  of  Francis  Place,  a  woolsorter, 


who  died  after  having  taken  a  worm-powder.  Francis  Place 
stated  that  his  son,  on  the  night  of  his  death,  was  sent  to 
the  chemist's  for  a  worm-powder.  He  returned  with  a 
brownishjpowder  measuring  about  half  a  teaspoonful,  which 
he  took  ''shortly  afterwards.  An  hour  later  witness  was 
called  up  by  the  lad  crying,  and,  on  going  to  him,  he  fouDU 
him  stiff,  and  his  legs  were  cold.  Deceased  said  they 
pricked  like  pins  and  needles,  and  he  was  in  great  agony. 
Dr.  David  Walker  said  that  on  arrival  at  the  house  he  found 
the  boy  rigid  and  in  spasms.  An  emetic  of  salt  and  water 
was  offered,  but  the  boy,  though  knowing  what  was  wanted, 
could  not  open  his  mouth,  his  jaws  being  partially  fixed. 
Witness  ordered  mustard-plasters  for  the  legs,  and  went 
home  for  the  stomach-pump  and  chloroform,  but  when  he 
returned,  six  minutes  later,  the  boy  only  breathed  twice. 
The  symptoms  were  tetanic,  and  pointed  to  some  irritant 
causing  excessive  muscular  activity — probably  an  irritant 
poison.  A  post-mortem  examination  revealed  no  evidence  of 
disease  sufficient  to  account  for  death.  The  Deputy- 
Coroner  (Mr.  J.  E.  Hill)  said  that  under  the  circumstances 
he  would  have  to  report  the  facts  to  the  Home  Ollice,  and 
the  outcome  would  probably  be  an  analysis  of  the  viscera. 
The  inquiry  would,  therefore,  be  adjourned  for  three  weeks. 
At  the  inquest  both  the  police  and  the  chemist  (Mr.  Tids- 
well)  were  represented. 

A  Fatal  Tipple. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Hammersmith,  on  May  28,  on  Lydia 
Geary  (68),  the  widow  of  a  captain  in  the  Brazilian  Navy,  who 
committed  suicide  by  hanging  herself  in  her  bedroom  two 
days  previously,  it  was  stated  that  the  deceased  had  been 
drinking  to  excess.  Evidence  directly  to  the  contrary,  how- 
ever, was  called,  but  the  sister  of  the  deceased  deposed  that 
Mrs.  Geary  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  sal  volatile  and 
red  lavender  to  excess.  She  thought  that  deceased  had 
induced  softening  of  the  brain  by  that  course,  she  having 
consumed  large  quantities  of  the  mixture  for  years  past.  In 
support  of  this  statement  the  Coroner's  officer  produced  a 
naif-pint  bottle  partly  full  of  the  liquid,  and  bearing  the 
label  of  Williams'  Drug-stores,  Shepherd's  Bush.  The  Coroner 
pointed  out  that  the  drinking  of  this  mixture  was  as  much 
an  act  of  intemperance  as  an  over-indulgence  in  brandy  or 
whisky,  and  the  jury  found  that  deceased  was  insane  at  the 
time  she  committed  the  act. 

Suicides. 

At  the  Bedminster  Police  Station,  on  May  28,  an  inquest 
was  held  on  the  body  of  Rose  Adeline  Ward,  wife  of  James 
Ward,  described  as  a  druggist.  The  body  was  found  in  the 
Floating-harbour  a  few  days  before,  and  was  identified  by  a 
brother,  who  said  deceased  was  23  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  separated  from  her  husband  about  three  years.  A 
verdict  of  suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane  was  returned. 

On  May  31  the  Sheffield  Coroner  held  an  inquiry  at  Coal 
Aston  touching  the  death  of  Frank  Wright  Elliott,  agpd  24, 
who  died  at  his  father's  residence  on  Saturday.  Deceased, 
who  had  been  in  bad  health  for  some  time,  by  some  means  had 
obtained  a  bottle  of  morphia  tabloids,  of  which  he  had 
taken  a  quantity.  It  was  noticed  in  the  morning  by  the 
family  that  he  was  somewhat  drowsy,  but  nothing  serious 
was  suspected.  As  he  did  not  get  better  a  doctor  was  sent 
for,  the  stomach-pump  was  used,  and  the  usual  remedies 
tried,  but  without  effect.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
suicide  during  temporary  insanity. 

A  chemist's  assistant,  named  Albert  Jubb,  37  years  of  age, 
residing  at  York  Road,  Leeds,  committed  suicide  on  May  29 
by  taking  poison,  the  name  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained.  The  widow  of  the  deceased  said  her  husband 
got  up  between  5  and  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  his  death, 
about  8  o'clock  again  entered  the  room,  and  threw  a  paper 
on  the  bed,  saying,  "  I  have  taken  that."  He  then  fell  on 
the  floor,  and  although  an  emetic  of  hot  water  and  mustard 
was  administered  to  Jubb,  he  expired  immediately  after- 
wards. It  appears  that  he  had  been  low-spirited  owing  to 
the  fact  that  he  had  been  out  of  employment  for  the  past 
three  months.  The  paper  which  he  threw  on  the  bed,  and 
which  is  in  the  possession  of  the  police,  was  a  torn  label,  on 
which  could  be  distinguished  the  word  "  poison "  and  the 
name  of  the  vendor.    An  inquest  will  be  held. 
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Robberies. 

The  man  who,  on  May  16,  was  remanded  on  a  charge  of 
being  found  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Blunt  &  Evans, 
chemists  and  druggists,  Market  Place,  Derby,  pleaded  guilty 
at  the  adjourned  hearing,  and  was  sentenced  to  six  months' 
hard  labour. 

The  Yarmouth  Magistrates  on  Saturday  sentenced  Samuel 
Williams,  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  to  one  month's 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for  stealing  a  silver-plated 
ring,  the  property  of  Mr.  Downing,  dentist,  of  Yarmouth. 

At  the  Camberley  Police  Court,  on  May  25,  William 
Gosling,  a  tramp,  was  charged  before  Dr.  E.  Atkinson,  J.P., 
with  stealing  a  tablet  of  soap  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  A.  H. 
CI  ay  pole,  chemist,  Camberley.  Prisoner  called  in  at  the 
shop,  and  while  the  manager's  back  was  turned  took  the 
soap  and  walked  off,  but  was  promptly  captured  by  the 
police.  As  several  other  stolen  articles  were  found  on 
the  prisoner  he  was  handed  over  to  the  Berkshire  police,  and 
removed  to  Wokingham. 

Fire  at  Chemical-works. 

On  May  23  a  serious  fire  broke  out  at  the  chemical  and 
colour  works  of  Messrs.  Adolphe  Crosbie  (Limited),  Walsall 
Street,  Wolverhampton.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  unknown, 
but  it  was  first  noticed  in  the  room  where  the  red  oxide  is 
made.  The  inflammable  nature  of  the  contents  of  all  the 
rooms  rendered  the  work  of  extinguishing  the  flames  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  but  by  strenuous  endeavours  the  firemen  were 
enabled  to  confine  the  flames  to  the  oxide  department,  which, 
however,  was  almost  completely  destroyed.  The  damage, 
which  is  covered  by  insurance,  amounts  to  1,500/. 

The  Poisons-book  in  a  Murder  Charge. 

Walter  Horsford  is  being  tried  at  the  Huntingdon  Assizes 
for  the  murder  of  his  cousin,  Annie  Holmes,  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  strychnine.  Among  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecu- 
tion was  Mr.  Joseph  Payne,  chemist,  Thrapston,  who 
produced  his  poisons-book  kept  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  On  December  28,  1897,  there 
was  entered  a  sale  to  Walter  Horsford  of  90  gr.  of  strych- 
nine, 1  lb.  of  arsenic,  and  a  shillingsworth  of  carbolic  acid. 
The  purpose  for  which  they  were  required  was  given  as 
"poisoning  rats."  The  book  was  signed  by  "Walter 
Horsford,  farmer,  Spaldwick."  Pashler,  a  man  known  to 
witness,  introduced  the  purchaser.  Mr.  Payne  stated  that 
the  purchaser  said  his  premises  were  overrun  with  rats,  and 
that  he  intended  to  mix  the  poison  witli  meal  or  corn.  The 
book  was  signed  before  the  articles  were  supplied.  The 
poison  was  wrapped  up  in  white  demy  paper  and  labelled 
"  Poison  "  in  red  on  both  sides.  All  three  poisons  were  so 
labelled.  He  saw  the  purchaser  take  them  out  of  the  shop. 
Cross-examined,  he  said,  it  is  common  for  farmers  to  buy 
poison  in  this  quantity.  The  prisoner  said  the  ordinary  rat- 
poison  was  of  no  use.  Many  said  that.  He  made  a  demur 
about  getting  a  witness.  The  strychnine  was  in  fine  powder, 
not  crystals. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  icelcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Hon.  Local  Secretary  that,  in 
connection  with  the  visit  to  Belfast  in  August  next,  a  ladies' 
committee  has  been  organised  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  over 
which  Mrs.  S.  Clothworthy  will  preside.  Miss  Watson  is  the 
Hon.  Secretary.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  take 
the  lady  visitors  to  places  of  interest  in  the  city.  There 
will  also  be  a  conversazione,  on  August  9,  and  a  ladies'  draw- 
ing-room on  the  10th. 


Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Charles  O'Hagan,  L.P.S.I.,  has  removed  from  13  Hill 
Street,  Newry,  to  more  commodious  premises  in  the  same 
street,  lately  occupied  by  Messrs.  Agnew  A:  Co. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Pellisier,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mitchel  Street 
Clonmel,  has  acquired  additional  premises  in  O'Connell  Street 
a  portion  of  which  he  is  devoting  to  the  sale  of  cycles  and 

accessories. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Meredith  R.  Whitla,  M.P.S.I.,  Examiner  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland,  whose  success  in  obtaining 
the  qualifications  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  we  noticed  briefly  in  a  recent  issue,  has  been  the 
recipient  of  a  resolution  of  congratulation  passed  by  the 
Governors  of  the  County  Monaghan  Infirmary,  of  which 
institution  he  had  acted  as  registrar  for  some  years  past. 
Dr.  Hall,  in  moving  the  resolution,  said  Dr.  Whitla  had 
beaten  the  record,  having  gone  for  two  examinations  at 
once  and  passed,  a  thing  almost  unheard  of  in  Ireland.  He 
was,  moreover,  the  only  one  at  the  examination  who  passed 
at  the  first  attempt.    Dr.  Whitla  suitably  replied. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'   Society   of  Ireland 
(Northern  Branch). 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above  Society 
was  held  on  May  27,  Mr.  Wm.  Lyttle,  Vice-President,  in  the 
chair.  Among  the  topics  discussed  were  the  increased  fire- 
insurance  rates  now  prevailing  in  the  city,  but  it  was  stated 
that  the  City  Council  were  being  urged  to  provide  greater 
facilities  for  extinguishing  fires,  and  it  was  hoped  that  if  this 
were  done,  the  insurance  companies  would  adhere  to  the  old 
tariff.  Messrs.  S.  Gibson,  W.  Lyttle,  J.  Brown,  J.  H.  Shaw, 
Sir  James  Hazlett,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  Frackleton  were  appointed 
a  law  committee  for  the  coming  year,  and  some  new  members 
were  elected. 

Mr.  Rankin  reported  the  arrangements  in  connection  with 
the  approaching  conference,  which,  he  thought,  would  give 
the  utmost  satisfaction.  The  excursion  would  be  to  Lame 
and  Ganon  Tower,  dining  at  the  latter,  returning  to  Belfa-st 
by  way  of  Ballymena.  The  Lady  Mayoress  has  promised  to 
give  a  garden-party  in  the  Botanic  Gardens,  and  this  recep- 
tion would  be  followed  by  two  concerts,  one  for  ladies  and 
the  other,  a  smoking  concert,  for  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Brown  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Homocca  was 
being  sold  in  the  city  at  VH\d.,  which  he  understood  was 
below  the  protected  price.  Mr.  Rankin,  the  local  secretary 
for  the  P.A.T.A.,  said  he  would  look  into  the  matter.  An 
excursion  of  the  Society  to  Rothesay  on  July  12  was  dis- 
cussed ;  and,  lastly,  some  conversation  ensued  on  the  practice 
of  allowing  advertisers  to  put  enamelled  letters  on  chemists' 
windows.  Mr.  Rankin  said  he  knew  of  cases  where  the 
advertisers  paid  for  these,  and  if  the  trade  held  out  they 
would  get  paid. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interest ing 
to  tlie  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


New  Premises  for  Wholesale  Chemist. 

At  the  Glasgow  Dean  of  Guild  Court,  on  May  26,  applica- 
tion was  made  by  Air.  W.  L.  Hatrick,  wholesale  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  permission  to  rebuild  his  property  at  152  to 
170  Renfield  Street,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few 
months  ago.  Mr.  Whyte,  for  the  applicant,  stated  that  when 
the  application  was  previously  before  the  Court  a  remit  was 
made  to  Mr.  A.  Muir,  builder,  to  examine  the  existing  walls, 
He  now  reported  that  these  had  been  carefully  examined, 
and  found  to  be  quite  substantial.  The  foundations  were 
good,  the  material  and  workmanship  were  also  good,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  when  the  plans  presented  to  the  Court 
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were  carefully  carried  out  the  building  would,  as  formerly, 
be  a  substantial  structure. 

Chemists  and  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Forfarshire  and  District  Chemists'  Association  have 
sent  to  all  medical  men  in  the  locality  a  circular  concerning 
the  new  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  In  view  of 
the  numerous  changes  and  important  alterations  in  the 
strength  and  dose  of  some  preparations,  they  most  respect- 
fully suggest  the  necessity  for  some  time  being  allowed  to 
intervene  in  order  that  all  may  have  opportunity  to  become 
fully  acquainted  with  the  new  volume.  They  propose,  there- 
fore, that  until  September  1  they  shall  continue  to  dispense 
prescriptions  according  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1£85.  If, 
however,  any  prescriber  should  in  the  meantime  desire  to 
use  the  preparations  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  indicate  this  on  the  prescription,  as 
they  are  quite  prepared  to  supply  them.  A  note  of  the 
altered  doses  of  potent  medicines  is  appended  to  the  cir- 
cular. 

Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Distiict 
Chemists'  Trade  Association  was  held  on  May  27  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  House,  Edinburgh.  Mr.  John 
Bowman  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and,  in  opening  the 
meeting,  referred  to  the  loss  of  one  of  their  members,  Mr. 
James  Watt,  jun  ,  Haddington.  It  was  agreed  to  instruct 
the  Hon.  Secretary  to  send  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  his  widow 
and  father. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  Hon.  Secretary,  read  the  annual  report, 
which  stated  that  the  membership  numbered  64,  as  compared 
with  65  last  year.  The  committee  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  membership  should  be  larger,  and  recom- 
mended that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  enrol  a  consider- 
able number  of  chemists  who  had  recently  started  business 
in  the  district.  They  stated  that  the  prize  scheme  for 
assistants  and  apprentices  which  had  been  suggested  last 
year  had  been  successfully  carried  out.  Papers  had  been 
sent  in  by  seventeen  competitors.  The  negotiations  with 
the  wholesale  firms  as  to  discounts  on  proprietary  medicines 
had  not  yet  been  completed,  but  it  was  expected  that  the 
wishes  of  the  Association  would  be  complied  with.  Refer- 
ence was  made  to  the  communications  which  the  committee 
had  had  with  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  regarding 
the  presence  of  mineral  oil  in  methylated  spirit, 
and  it  was  stated  that  a  reply  had  been  received 
which  would  involve  further  action.  They  were  in 
communication  with  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  the  subject  of  chemists  and  the  jury  service,  by 
whom  the  question  had  been  remitted  to  the  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee.  Mr.  Henry  drew  the  attention  of 
the  meeting  to  the  fact  that  recently  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  had  referred  to  their  Association  as  a  model 
association  and  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  report 
was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  David  McLaren,  seconded 
by  Mr.  George  Lunan. 

The  financial  statement  showed  a  credit  balance  of 
45Z.  15s.  Id. 

Mineralised  Methylated  Spirit. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  intimated  that  he  had  received  the 
following  reply  from  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  on 
this  subject : — 

Somerset  House,  London,  W.C. 
10th  May,  1898. 

Sir, — I  have  laid  your  letter  of  23rd  ult.  before  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  who  have  given  their  careful  consideration  to 
your  representations  with  regard  to  the  addition  of  petroleum  or 
mineral  naphtha  to  methylated  spirit.  In  reply  the  Board  direct 
me  to  acquaint  you  that  they  are  unable  to  accede  to  your  sug- 
gestion that  they  should  allow  methylated  spirit  free  from  mineral 
naphtha  to  be  sold  by  retail,  but  they  will  be  prepared  to  consider 
applications  from  photographers,  polish,  varnish,  and  collodion 
makers,  bookbinders,  and  others  who  can  satisfy  them  that  they 
have  a  legitimate  use  for  unmineralised  methylated  spirit  for  per- 
mission to  obtain  the  supply  they  require  from  methylators  in 
quantities  of  not  less  than  five  bulk  gallons  at  any  one  time. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Byrne,  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  reply  left  the  matter  pretly 
much  where  it  was. 


The  Hon.  Secretary  said  the  proposal  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  to  give  permission  to  obtain  5-gallon  quantities 
was  not  new.  It  was  being  acted  on  by  the  tradesmen 
referred  to  at  present. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  pointed  out  that  the  reply  took  no  notice  of 
what  had  been  stated — that  methylated  spirit,  was  at  present 
unusable  for  many  domestic  purposes,  owing  to  the  odour 
of  mineral  naphtha.  It  was  not  practicable  for  persons  who 
wanted  it  for  such  purposes  to  obtain  5-gallon  quantities 
from  a  methylator.  The  presence  of  mineral  oil  in  methy- 
lated spirit  unfitted  it  for  a  great  many  of  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  formerly  legitimately  used.  It  was  generally 
alleged  by  persons  who  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing 
that  mineral  naphtha  had  no  effect  in  rendering  methylated 
spirit  undrinkable.  He  therefore  thought  the  Association 
would  not  be  acting  unreasonably  in  respectfully  askiDg  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  what  were  the  reasons  which 
weighed  with  them  in  deciding  to  retain  the  mineral 
naphtha. 

Mr.  McGlashan  said  the  action  of  the  Board  had  resulted 
in  the  stoppage  of  a  large  part  of  the  trade  which  they  had 
under  the  licence,  because  people  had  ceased  to  use  the 
mineralised  spirit  for  many  common  purposes  for  which 
methylated  spirit  was  legitimately  used  prior  to  the  new 
regulations,  which  to  a  large  extent  forced  the  sale  into  the 
hands  of  the  wholesale  dealers.  He  thought  they  would  be 
justified  in  presenting  that  view  of  the  case  to  the  notice  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 

The  meeting  ultimately  instructed  the  Hon.  Secretary  to 
communicate  with  the  Board  on  the  lines  indicated. 

Miscellaneous. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  read  replies  from  the  wholesale  chemists' 
joint  committee  with  regard  to  51.  orders  for  proprietaries, 
and  from  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ou  the 
subject  of  jury  service  to  the  effect  already  stated  in  the 
annual  report. 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  papers  sub- 
mitted by  competitors  was  given  in.  It  appeared  that  seven- 
teen assistants  and  apprentices  competed,  atd  that  a  high 
average  of  marks  was  attained,  only  five  having  less  than  60 
per  cent.  The  first  prize  had  been  g\ined  by  James  Lennox 
(Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.),  139  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh,  with  85  per  cent.,  and  the  second  prize  by 
G.  H.  C.Rowland  (Mr.  J.  C.  Pottage),  117  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh. 

The  Chairman  handed  a  cheque  for  two  guineas  to  Mr. 
Lennox,  and  a  cheque  for  one  guinea  to  Mr.  Rowland.  The 
questions  set  were  on  legal  subjects  connected  with  pharmacy, 
and  were  printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  of  April  30 
last. 

Annual  Excursion, 
The  Hon.  Secretary  intimated  that  the  annual  excursion 
would  take  place  on  June  9,  and  would  be  to  St.  Fitlan's  and 
Comrie.     A  number  of  Glasgow  pharmacists  would  join 
them. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: — President,  Mr.  David 
McLaren;  Vice-President,  Mr.  George  Lunan  ;  Hon.  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  1  Brandon  Terrace, 
Edinburgh;  members  of  Committee,  Messrs.  Boa,  Bow- 
man, Burley,  Forret,  Hendry,  McDougall,  D.  McGlashari, 
J.  McGlashan,  Macpherson,  Stephenson,  Ewan,  and  Wylie. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  retiring  officers,  and 
especially  to  Mr.  Bowman,  who  has  been  chairman  lor  two 
years. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacists'  Athletic  Sports. 

The  annual  sports  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic 
Club  took  place  on  May  25  before  a  large  and  representative 
gathering  of  the  trade  and  general  public,  the  attendance 
numbering  over  2,C00.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  J. 
Laidlaw  Ewing,  John  Bowman,  George  Coull,  D.  Mackenzie, 
W.  A.  Davies.and  C.  F.  Henry.  Mr.  J  Rutherford  Hill  (Hon. 
President)  presided  at  the  presentation  of  prizes.  The  racing 
was  close,  and  the  following  is  the  result  of  the  events  confined 
to  the  trade  and  the  club  : — One  Mile  Bicycle  Handicap:  D.  S. 
Napier,  scratch,  1 ;  W.  Avins,  10  vards,  2.  300  Yards  Flan 
Race  (apprentices):  J.  B.  Mitchell.  35  yards,  1 ;  R.  Wilson,  10 
yards,  2;  P.  P.  Dunn,  scratch,  3.     220  Yar  ls  Flat  Race, 
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Handicap:  J.  B.  Mitchell,  22  yards,  1 ;  R.  Marshall,  15  yards, 
2.  Half-Mile  Flat  Race  Handicap:  J.  Walker,  25  yards,  1 ; 
K.  Marshall,  35  yards,  2.  The  final  tic  of  the  five-a-side 
football  competition  for  possession  of  the  Anderson  Challenge 
Cup  resulted  in  a  win  lor  Kainies,  Clark  it  Co.'s  team,  who 
defeated  T.  &  II.  Smith  &  Co.'s  team  by  3  goals  1  point  to 
1  goal  after  an  exciting  game. 

Presentation  to  Mr.  Laing. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  May  28,  Mr.  Alexander  LaiDg,  the 
first  secietary  of  the  Gla?gow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  after  its  resuscitation  some  years  ago, 
and  now  one  of  the  honorary  vice-presidents,  was  presented 
by  the  druggists  of  Glasgow  with  a  pui\-e  of  sovereigns  as  a 
mark  of  their  esteem  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  the  city 
to  open  a  new  pharmacy  in  Stenhousemuir.  The  presentation 
took  place  in  Ansell's  Restaurant.  Mr.  Robert  McAdam,  of 
the  Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  presided,  and  the  pre- 
sentation was  made  by  Mr.  John  Walker,  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  who  spoke  of  Mr.  Laing's  services  to  the  Glasgow 
Association.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  who 
said  he  had  himself  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  Associa- 
tion, and  could  say  that  its  prosperous  position  to-day  was 
due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  assistance  rendered  by  Mr. 
Laing  at  its  inception. 

Mr.  Laing,  in  acknowledging  the  gift,  made  a  humorous 
speech.  He  said  that  he  had  weighed  Glasgow  in  the 
balance  and  found  it  wanting.  (Laughter.)  It  was  diligent 
in  business  and  feivent  in  spirit — about  the  eleventh  hour. 
(Laughter.)  He  had  been  about  fourteen  years  in  Glasgow, 
and  during  nearly  ten  of  these  he  had  hung  out  the  banner 
with  the  strange  device.  Latterly  he  longed  for  the  green 
fields  and  the  fresh  air  of  the  country,  and  he  got  into  such 
a  condition  that  he  could  not  sleep  at  night.  He  tried  hard 
to  shake  it  off,  even  to  sitting  up  all  night  in  order  to  catch 
the  early  worm.  (Laughter)  But  on  those  nights  that  he 
sat  up  and  waited  for  the  early  worm  it  didn't  come. 
(Laughter  )  Pharmacists  did  not  live  by  pill-making  alone ; 
they  wanted  something  more  than  that  to  fill  up  their  lives. 
He  could  not  educate  the  people  up  to  early  shopping,  so 
there  would  be  a  shop  less  when  he  went.  Bu1; 
happily  he  was  not  effacing  himself  in  leaving  Glasgow,  and 
he  did  the  best  he  could  in  pitching  his  tent  halfway 
between  east-windy,  west-endy  Edinburgh — (laughter) — and 
the  strong  business  propensities  of  Glasgow  ;  but  he  would 
always  incline  to  the  western  side — (hear,  hear) — because  he 
had  bad  good  training  in  Glasgow,  and  he  had  received  very 
good  treatment  from  his  professional  brethren  in  the  city. 
He  should  always  look  back  to  the  time  he  passed  in 
Glasgow  and  be  hopeful  of  the  future  of  pharmacy,  because 
if  they  could  have  so  much  regard  for  him,  who  told  them 
always  straight  what  he  thought  about  things,  there  must 
have  been  some  little  wheat  in  all  the  chaff  he  blew  off.  So 
he  had  great  hopes  that  that  little  wheat  would  take  root 
and  grow  up  to  be  a  large  mustard-tree — (laughter) — so  that 
the  bird  of  pharmacy  might  roost  upon  it.  (Laughter  and 
applause.)  He  thanked  them  most  sincerely  for  the  parting 
gift  they  had  been  g:od  enough  to  present  him  with. 
(Appliuse.) 

A  programme  of  songs  and  music  followed. 

Mr.  Laing  has  also  been  presented  by  the  Glasgow  Border 
Counties  Association,  of  which  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic 
member,  with  a  large  collection  of  valuable  books,  including 
a  complete  set  of  "  Chambers's  Encyclopaedia." 

Aberdeen  School  of  Pharmacy. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
governors  of  Gordon's  College,  the  convener,  Mr.  John 
Morgan,  reported  that  he,  the  convener  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  the  headmaster  had  met  with  a  committee  of 
the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  proposal  to  establish  a  school  of  pharmacy 
in  connection  with  the  college.  The  architect  estimated 
that  the  probable  cost  of  the  structural  alterations  required 
to  afford  the  necessary  accommodation  would  amount  to  65/. 
The  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  were 
prepared  to  recommend  to  the  Association  that  that  body 
should  contribute  one-half  of  this  initial  expenditure,  be- 
t-ides guaranteeing  the  salary  of  a  competent  teacher  up  to 
120/.  per  annum,  provided  that  the  salary  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  first  charge  against  the  income  derived  from 


students'  fees.  The  Association  would  further  hand  over  to 
the  college  the  apparatus,  Sc.,  both  chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical, belonging  to  them.  The  revenue  of  the  school 
from  fees  would,  accordirg  to  an  estimate  furnished  by 
the  Association,  amount  to  about  130/  a  year,  assuming 
which  figure  to  be  correct,  a  satisfactory  balance  would 
result  to  the  college  after  allowing  for  ordinary  working 
expenses.  The  committee,  after  fully  considering  the 
matter,  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  governors  that  the 
ptoposal  should  be  adopted  upon  the  terms  indicated. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Highland  an  1  Agricultural 
Society  of  Scotland,  held  on  Wednesday,  the  Secretary  re- 
ported that,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Finance 
and  Law  Committee,  he  had  sent  copies  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
Amendment  Bill  and  the  amendment,  of  which  Mr.  Cross, 
M.P.,  had  given  notice,  to  Messrs.  Tods,  Murray,  &  Jameson, 
W.S ,  their  law-agents,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  sale  of  sheep-dips,  in=ect  icides,  &C.,  was  restricted 
to  chemists.  He  read  the  following  reply  which  he  had 
received : — 

26th  May,  1898. 

Dear  Srn, — We  have  perused  the  Amendment  Bill  of  this 
Session,  along  with  Mr.  Cross's  two  letters  and  the  notice  of  his 
amendment  on  the  Pharmacy  Act.  1868,  all  of  which  we  return. 
It  has  been  decided  in  England  (Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Piper 
it  Co.,  1893,  i.  2,  B.  686)  that  a  compound  containing  any  of  the 
poisons  scheduled  by  the  Act  of  1868  in  any  appreciable  quantity 
falls  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  In  a  subsequent  case  it  was 
decided  that  a  compound  containing  only  an  infinitesimal  quantity 
of  any  of  these  poisons  does  not  fall  within  the  operation  of  tho 
Act.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  sheep-dips,  insecticides,  or 
any  other  compounds  which  contain  any  appreciable  quantity  of 
one  or  more  of  the  poisons  above  referred  to  can  only  be  legally 
sold  by  chemists  who  arc  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  that  they  are  subject  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  on  the  sale  of  poisons. 

The  directors  affirmed  th sir  former  deci.-ion  to  support  Mr. 
Cross's  amendment  to  the  Bill. 

Where  do  these  learned  lawyers  get  the  authority  for  the 
statement  in  their  opinion  which  we  have  italicised  ? 

A  Visit  to  the  Reservoirs. 
The  students  of  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  under 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  Lothian  (Principal),  made  an  excursion 
to  the  waterworks  at  Milngavie  last  Saturday.  Mr.  Shand, 
master  of  the  works,  explained  the  construct'on  of  the  reser- 
voirs and  aqueduct,  and  ihe  mechanical  contrivances  for  the 
regulation  of  the  inlet  from  Loch  Katrine  and  distribution 
into  the  conduit  mains  to  Glasgow.  The  teservoirs  at  Miln- 
gavie are  45  feet  below  the  level  of  Lo  h  Katrine,  and  280 
feet  above  the  level  of  Glasgow.  In  the  excavation  of  the 
new  reservoir  it  was  observed  that  the  sandstone  which  was 
excavated  down  to  the  shale-bed  was  in  several  places 
fissured,  and  the  fissures  were  filled  and  the  surface  covered 
with  igneous  rock,  indicating  volcanic  eruption.  The  surface- 
rock  is  abraded  as  the  result  of  glacier  action.  The  total 
capacity  of  the  two  reservoirs  is  about  1  200.000  000  eals.. 
and  the  average  daily  consumption  of  Glasgow  50,000.000 
gals.  The  Loch  Katrine  water  is  not  filtered  through  chalk 
or  animal  charcoal,  as  stated  in  some  text-books ;  nor  is  it 
subjected  to  any  treatment  beyond  simple  aeration.  There 
is  no  vegetative  growth  in  the  reservoirs,  but  a  persi.stent 
growth  of  spirogyra  on  the  sluice-steps  requires  to  be 
periodically  removed.  Among  the  plants  obtained  on  the 
excursion  were  Olgopodium  pod ogr aria,  Digitalis  purpurea, 
Marchantia  polymorphic,  Equisetum  arvensit,  Cardamine 
pratensis,  Altheniilla  vulgaris,  Sanirula  eunpaa,  I'runus 
padvt,  Spirogyra,  Vaucheria,  and  Protococcus. 


The  Report  of  the  Eighth  Interxational  Congress 
of  Pharmacy  held  at  Brussels  in  August  of  last  year  has 
been  published  under  the  editorship  of  If.  Duyk.  the  Secretary 
General.  IS  is  a  massive  volume  of  600  pages,  all  in  French, 
which  is  not  much  of  a  tribute  to  the  international  cha- 
racter of  the  event.  We  reported  what  was  of  interest  at 
the  Congress  while  it  was  fresh  so  fully  that  there  is  no 
necessity  to  deal  with  the  papers,  discussions,  and  festivities 
again,  except  to  say  that  M.  Duyk  has  done  this  final  part  of 
his  work  with  the  thoroughness  and  enthusiasm  which  he 
brought  to  bear  on  the  organisation  of  the  Congress. 
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(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

Medicine  Gratis. — The  new  French  law  on  accidents  to 
workpeople  provides  that  the  drugs  and  medicines,  as  well 
as  doctors'  fees,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  employer. 

On  SafrANINE. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Sciences,  M.  Friedel  read  a  short  paper  by  M. 
George  F.  Jaubert  on  the  synthesis  of  safranine,  a  substance 
largely  used  for  dyeing  cotton  red.  M.  Jaubert  has  succeeded 
in  preparing  it  artificially. 

Political  Pharmacists.  —  According  to  the  official 
returns  recently  published  the  new  French  Parliament  will 
include  rive  pharmacists  in  business,  also  one  who  has  retired 
from  commerce.  The  doctors  will  be  represented  by  fifty-two 
members  of  their  profession.  Before  the  elections  there  was 
an  active  propagandaamongst  the  medical  syndicates  through- 
out France  for  doctors  to  only  give  their  support  to  those 
candidates  who  would  undertake  to  defend  medical  interests. 
The  Chamber  of  Deputies  comprises  581  members. 

Petroleum  Hairwash. — A  Mdlle.  Ravello  brought  an 
action,  last  Saturday,  for  damages  against  a  Paris  coiffeur 
for  injury  sustained  by  her  hair  catching  fire  while  he  was 
shampooing  her  with  a  petroleum  hairwash.  Her  counsel 
contended  that  the  accident  occurred  through  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  coiffeur,  in  leaving  a  lighted  spirit-lamp  near 
the  inflammable  hairwash.  The  lady  claimed  12,500f.  (500/.) 
damages,  and  received  2,000f.  (80/.).  It  was  stated  that  her 
head  was  so  seriously  burned  that  she  had  to  keep  to  her 
room  for  several  months  after  the  accident. 

Casualties. — There  was  an  explosion  last  Friday  in  a 
pharmacy  in  the  rue  Lafayette,  Paris.  An  assistant  was 
manipulating  various  chemicals  in  a  mortar  when  they 
exploded,  the  force  of  the  shock  blowing  out  part  of  the 
glass  frontage,  but  fortunately  no  one  was  hurt. — A  more 
serious  casualty  occurred  a  few  days  ago  at  Vanves,  near 
Paris.  A  fire  broke  out  in  M.  Fink's  chemical-manufactory 
there,  due  to  an  explosion  in  a  room  used  for  distilling 
ether.  The  premises  burned  for  four  hours,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  very  little  of  them  was  left.  Two  workmen 
lost  their  lives,  and  two  others  were  seriously  injured. 

Qualifications  of  Municipal  Chemists. — A  competi- 
tion for  the  post  of  chemist  and  expert-inspector  at  the 
chemical  laboratory  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Council  is 
advertised.  Candidates  must  be  between  21  and  30, 
physically  sound,  and  have  discharged  their  military  obliga- 
tions. They  must  produce  proof  of  studies  either  in  medicine 
or  pharmacy,  or  must  have  had  three  years'  service  as 
assistant  in  a  chemical  laboratovy.  A  diploma  in  physical 
sciences  or  an  equivalent  certificate  from  certain  named 
institutes  is  also  required.  The  duties  of  the  post  were 
described  in  a  recent  article  in  the  C.  <]■  I>.  The  salary 
offered  is  84/.  per  annum. 

The  National  Office  for  Foreign  Commerce  was 
formally  inaugurated  last  week  by  the  French  Minister  of 
Commerce,  and  is  consequently  now  an  accomplished  fact. 
The  committee  of  management,  with  the  Minister  as  its 
President,  is  a  very  strong  one.  There  is  also  a  council, 
comprising  217  members,  for  advising  on  matters  relative  to 
foreign  trade.  These  are  chosen  "  as  correspondents  of  the 
Office  amongst  the  manufacturers,  merchants,  and  others, 
established  either  in  France,  the  colonies,  or  abroad,  who 
are  well  known  as  ha\ing  personally  contributed  to  the 
development  of  French  foreign  trade."  The  litt  will  be 
revised  every  five  years,  and  the  function  is  an  honorary 
one.  If  the  scheme  is  thoroughly  carried  out  it  appears 
to  be  a  very  comprehensive  one,  as  every  place  of  im- 
portance on  the  globe  will  be  represented  by  the  "  Office." 
Chemical-manufacturers  and  patent  medicines  are  repre- 
sented by  M.  Coignet,  of  Lyons,  and  M.  Fumouze,  of 
Paris ;  while  all  other  trades  figure  on  the  list.  The  pro- 
ject is  somewhat  criticised,  as  it  is  evident  that  French 
manufacturers  and  importers  will  not  be  anxious  to  give 
away  their  trade-secrets  to  competitors;  while  the  cor- 
respondents of  the  council  abroad  will,  to  some  extent, 
merely  duplicate  the  work  of  the  salar'ed  consuls. 


Colonial  anfc>  foreign  Bern 


Messrs.  Charles  Forrester  &  Co ,  Queen  Street, 
Melbourne,  have  been  appointed  agents  for  the  Bandoengsche 
Kinine  Fabrik,  Java. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  Fellowship. —Messrs.  Parke» 
Davis  &  Co.  have  established  a  #500  fellowship  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor. 

Phenacetin-smuggling. — Moritz  Lampser,  a  cook  on 
the  Hamburg-American  liner  Palatia,  who  was  caught 
smuggling  a  large  quantity  of  phenacetin  and  other  drags, 
has  been  tried  at  Trenton,  N.J.,  and  sentenced  to  one  year's 
imprisonment. 

— Fig-syrup  Injunction.— The  California  Fig-syrnp 
Company  have  just  obtained  in  the  United  States  Court  a 
permanent  injunction,  with  costs,  against  the  Pitcher 
Medicine  Company,  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  prohibiting  them  from 
using  the  name  "Syrup  of  Figs"  or  "Fig-syrup"  on  any 
laxative  medicine. 

American  Medicines. — H.M.  Consul,  reporting  on  the 
trade  of  New  York,  states  that  the  exportation  of  druars  and 
patent  medicines  for  1897  was  991,984/.,  against  1  072  973i 
in  1896.  Duty-free  chemicals  were  imported  to  the  value  of 
2.100.231/.,  against  971.208/.  in  1896.  Dutiable  chemicals 
769,455/.,  against  633,747/. 

Burglary  at  a  Chemical-factory. — On  Good  Friday 
morning  the  chemical-factory  of  Messrs.  Felton,  Grimwade 
&  Co.,  Jeffcott  Street,  Melbourne,  was  visited  by  burglars. 
The  tracks  of  a  light  cart  were  found  leading  from  the  gate- 
way into  a  small  right-of-way  near  at  hand,  where  the  traces 
were  replaced  by  the  mark  of  a  bai  row- wheel.  This  was 
followed  to  the  side  door  of  an  disused  foundry,  where  the 
safe  was  found  burst  open.  When  locked  the  evening 
before  the  safe  contained  250  oz.  pure  silver,  9/.  in  money, 
and  an  open  cheque  for  3/.  on  the  Royal  Bank,  signed 
"  Harrold  Grimwade,"  in  all  valued  at  54/. 

The  Chemist  in  India. — A  correspondent,  writing  to 
the  Indian  Medical  Record  on  the  "  Chemist  and  Druggist 
Trade  in  India,"  takes  a  hopeful  view  of  the  business,  and 
finishes  up  his  letter  with  the  following  remarks:— 

Shop  life  in  the  drug-trade  is  far  and  away  superior  when 
compared  with  most  other  classes  of  business.  It  has  its  humorous 
side  the  same  as  other  shops  ;  in  fact,  more  amusement  can  be 
derived  in  the  chemist-trade  in  a  week  than  in  any  other  business 
in  a  month  ;  the  curious  requests,  the  whisper  which  is  intended 
to  be  strictly  private,  the  wonderful  and  extraordinary  descrip- 
tions of  complaints  is  amusement  enough.  To  be  asked  for  some- 
thing for  "  an  ulster "  in  the  throat  and  similar  requests  will 
extract  something  more  than  a  smile  from  the  prosiest ;  beBidcs, 
there  is  not  that  stream  of  customers  seeking  for  half-price 
bargains  as  is  the  case  in  other  shops,  and  therefore  not  that 
continual  work,  though  the  hours  be  long. 

Medical  Reform  in  Prussia — The  Prussian  Govern- 
ment have  under  consideration  some  long-promised  medical 
reforms  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  "  Kreisarzt,"  or 
district  physician,  and  to  the  compulsory  establishment  of 
Boards  of  Health  in  towns  with  more  than  5.000  inhabitants. 
The  duties  of  the  "  Kreisarzt"  appear  from  the  draft  rules  to 
consist  in  (1)  giving  his  opinion  on  public  health  matters, 

(2)  watching  over  the  hygienic  conditions  of  his  district," 

(3)  to  see  that  the  sanitary  laws  are  efficiently  carried  out, 
and  to  exercise  supervision  over  the  legist ered  midwives 
dressers,  chemists,  and  druggists  of  his  district,  and  (4)  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities  unsatisfactory 
or  faulty  conditions,  and  to  suggest  the  remedies.  The 
"Kreisarzt"  is  also  to  be  consulted  by  the  police  and  lay 
authorities  of  the  district  before  issuing  any  orders  on 
matters  of  public  health,  and  he  is  also  to  act  as  coroner  cE 
(he  district.  The  proposals  are  not  giviog  much  satisfactioe 
locally,  as  the  sphere  of  action  of  the  plmician  is  limited  and 
hampered  on  all  sides,  and  the  remureration  offered  is 
inadequate  and  obliges  the  holders  to  increase  their  income 
by  private  practice,  which  is  bound  to  cause  much  clashing' 
between  private  and  official  duties. 
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fobe  6mcnl  fgcVieal  Council. 

A MARKED  feature  of  the  session  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  which  commenced  on  Tuesday,  May  24,  and 
ended  on  Tuesday,  May  31,  was  the  absence  of  the  familiar 
figure  of  Sir  Richard  Quain  in  the  chair.  Sir  William 
Turner,  who  took  his  place,  was  regarded  as  a  fair  success 
generally,  but  he  was  a  little  too  eager  to  display  his 
authority,  and  in  his  numerous  encounters  with  Mr.  Victor 
Horsley  he  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  scored. 

Mr.  Charles  Sissmorc  Tomes,  F.R.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.D.S.,  is 
the  new  Crown  representative  on  the  Council  in  place  of  Sir 
Richard  Quain,  while  Dr.  Little,  of  Dublin,  another  new 
Crown  representative  nominated  in  place  of  Dr.  William 
Moore,  was  also  present. 

The  Presidential  Address. 
The  President,  in  his  opening  address,  first  read  a  letter 
from  Miss  Quain,  offering  to  the  Council  the  marble  bust  of 
her  late  father  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brock,  R.A.,  which  was 
exhibited  in  last  year's  Royal  Academy.  Next  he  welcomed 
Mr.  Tomes,  then  commented  on  the  Midwives  Registration 
Bill,  and  also  referred  to  the  complaints  from  unqualified 
assistants,  and  from  some  practitioners  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Council  towards  the  former,  and  afterwards 


Sir  Wm.  Tcrner  (the  new  President). 


proceeded  at  considerable  length  to  discuss  a  dispute 
which  had  arisen  between  Mr.  Victor  Horsley  and  himself, 
which  is  mentioned  later  on.  He  then  alluded  to  a  com- 
munication from  the  Government,  stating  on  the  authority  of 
the  British  Ambassador  in  Italy,  that  there  was  no  present 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Italian  Government  to  modify 
the  laws  affecting  the  practice  of  foreign  physicians.  The 
Home  Secretary,  he  said,  had  informed  the  Council  that 
there  was  no  possibility  of  legislation  this  year  in  reference 
to  death  certificates  being  granted  by  unqualified  persons,  so 
that  he  would  be  unable  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the 
Council  on  that  subject.  The  publication  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  was  next  mentioned,  and  it  was  stated  that 
the  editor  would  submit  a  memorandum  on  the  steps  to  be 
taken  for  the  production  of  an  appendix  on  Indian  and 
Colonial  drugs,  and  also  a  report  on  the  methods  adopted  in 
preparing  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898.  These  docu- 
ments he  had  referred  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee. 
Some  other  formal  business  and  the  penal  cases  to  come  before 
the  Council  were  lastly  touched  upon. 

The  Council  axd  Mr.  Gladstone's  Funeral. 

Following  his  formal  address,  Sir  William  Turner  moved 
a  resolution  associating  the  Council  in  the  expression  of 
national  sorrow  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  under  whose 
administration  the  Medical  Act  of  1858  was  passed  into  law. 
The  President  recalled  an  occasion  when  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
the  honoured  guest  at  a  dinner  given  by  Sir  Henry  Acland, 
the  then  President  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  and 
when  in  a  speech  ho  drew  an  eloquent  comparison  between 
the  profession  of  politics  and  that  of  medicine,  to  the  credit 
of  the  latter.    The  resolution  having  been  carried,  the 


President  intimated  that  he  would  apply  to  the  Karl  Marshal 
for  thirty  tickets  to  the  funeral.  This  somewhat  unreason- 
able request  was  naturally  refused  with  an  official  expres- 
sion of  regret,  and  two  or  three  days  later  the  Council  passed 
a  resolution  instructing  the  executive  committee  to  take  such 
steps  as  should  in  future  secure  that  the  Council  should 
receive  due  recognition  and  representation  in  national  func- 
tions and  ceremonies.  It  was  mentioned  incidentally  that 
the  Council  was  not  invited  to  the  Jubilee  celebrations. 

Victor  HOBSLET  Makes  Trouble. 

Mr.  Victor  Horsley,  the  lately-elected  representative, 
occupied  the  rest  of  Tuesday  and  the  greater  part  of 
Wednesday  in  demonstrating  his  devotion  to  his  duty.  During 
the  recess  he  had  been,  it  appeared,  studying  up  documents. 
For  a  time,  we  gather,  the  Registrar  assisted  him,  but 
Victor's  persistence  at  last  seemed  to  have  alarmed  the 
official,  who  applied  to  the  new  President  for  direction.  Sir 
W.  Turner  seems  to  have  imagined  the  vain  thing  that  he 
could  nip  this  enfant  terrible  in  the  bud  (if  such  a  derange- 
ment of  epitaphs  may  be  permitted).  He  gave  directions 
that  Mr.  Horsley  was  not  to  see  any  more  documents  unless 
with  the  express  consent  of  the  Council.  Then  he  took  the 
advice  of  the  Council's  legal  luminary,  Mr.  Muir  Mackenzie, 
who  held  that  the  Presidents  decision  was  absolutely 
correct.    He  said  the  documents  were  the  property  of  the 


Tht.  Bust  ok  Sir  Richard  Quain, 


Council  as  an  incorporated  body,  and  their  inspection  could 
not  be  claimed  by  any  individual  member. 

The  technical  ingenuity  of  this  opinion  was  only  equalled 
by  its  practical  absurdity.  That  an  industrious  member  of 
the  Council  is  to  bo  debarred  from  mastering  the  details  of 
the  business  which  it  is  his  duty  to  deal  with  unless  he  can 
get  permission  from  the  Council  which  sits  for  a  week  twice 
a  year,  is  simply  reducing  the  work  of  the  Council  to  a  formal 
farce.  It  means  that  the  decisions  of  the  Council  are  to  be 
settled  in  advance  by  a  clique  of  the  members,  and  that  if 
any  troublesome  member  raises  an  objection  he  will  be  told 
that  he  is  not  acquainted  with  the  details,  which  he  has  not 
been  permitted  to  ascertain. 

Mr.  Horsley  therefore,  in  a  formal  way,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  President's  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  members,  but  did  not  make  any  application  for  the 
"favour"  which,  no  doubt,  the  Council  was  willing  to  grant 
him.  The  dispute  was  settled  for  the  moment  by  the 
adoption  (with  one  dissentient)  of  a  motion  by  Dr. 
MacAlister  recording  the  Council's  "complete  satisfaction" 
with  the  President's  action. 

Mr.  Horsley  next  proposed  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  legal  business 
of  the  Council,  and  the  cost  thereof.  More  cumbrous  or 
more  expensive  machinery  for  enforcing  the  penal  clauses  of 
a  statute  than  that  devised  in  respect  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession could  not  well  be  imagined.  The  Council  are  h  tour 
dc  rule  prosecutors,  judges  and  executioners,  and  their  delib- 
erations cost,  according  to  the  late  Sir  Richard  Quain,  close 
upon  thirty  shillings  a  minute.     The  costliness  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings  is  enhanced  by  the  method  hitherto  employed  of 
working  the  legal  department.  It  was  in  working  up  his 
indictment  against  this  wasteful  system  that  Mr.  Horsley 
called  for  the  documents  which  formed  the  casus  belli  in  the 
previous  battle.  He  had  been  naive  enough  to  make  a  sort 
of  interim  report  to  the  President,  who  evidently  entertains 
a  prejudice  against  "  people  who  want  to  know,  you  know." 
Mr.  Horsley's  motion  was  regarded  by  several  members  as 
a  vote  of  censure  on  the  executive  as  well  as  on  the  legal 
officers,  and  was  resisted  with  some  bitterness.  Mr.  Horsley 
said  it  was  not  a  vote  of  censure ;  when  he  did  move  such 
it  would  be  couched  in  plain  English.  His  motion  was 
defeated  by  18  votes  to  9. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Mr.  Horsley  opened  the  proceed- 
ings with  a  motion  to  rescind  and  withdraw  a  letter  which 
the  President  had  written  to  the  Privy  Council  in  July,  1897, 
entitled  "  Reciprocity  of  Medical  Practice  in  relation  to 
Foreign  Countries."  This  letter  was  in  special  reference  to 
proposals  of  the  Italian  Government,  and  the  particular 
passage  to  which  Mr.  Horsley  took  exception  was  that 
"foreign  practitioners  can  practise  medicine  in  Great 
Britain  without  restriction."  Mr.  Horsley  holds  that  this  is 
not  the  case.  Dr.  MacAlister  said  this  motion  was  simply  a 
roundabout  method  for  getting  the  Council  to  support  a 
contention  of  Mr.  Horsley  that  the  Medical  Acts  protected 
practice  and  not  merely  registration.  Tha  statement  in  the 
report  was  correct :  foreigners  were  free  to  practise  in  this 


Mr.  C.  S.  Tomes.  Dk.  Little. 

(New  members  of  the  Council.) 


country,  and  the  Medical  Acts  said  nothing  to  prevent  it.  The 
only  thing  they  could  not.  do  was  to  practise  as  apothecaries 
in  England  and  Wales.  There  was,  however,  a  good  deal  of 
feeling  that  the  letter  unnecessarily  gave  away  any  case  this 
country  might  have  for  reciprocity,  and  ultimately  it  was 
agreed  without  dissent  that  the  memorandum  should  not  be 
reprinted  without  further  orders  from  the  Council,  and 
should  be  referred  to  the  executive  committee  for  considera- 
tion and  report. 

The  Council's  Repentance. 

•The  surprise  with  which  the  profession  heard  of  the  recent 
prosecution  by  the  Council  of  a  licentiate  of  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries  for  the  use  of  the  titles  "physician  and 
surgeon '  found  an  echo  in  the  Council,  where  Mr.  George 
Brown  displayed  great  anxiety  to  fight  the  cause  of  his  con- 
stituents, so  many  of  whom  glory  in  this  particular  diploma. 
It  seems  that  when  last  session  the  Council  in  camera 
sanctioned  certain  prosecutions — this  one  among  others — 
they  were  not  specifically  informed  that  one  of  the  defendants 
in  posse  was  a  duly  registered  practitioner,  and  when  too  late 
this  discovery  was  made  the  direct  representatives  trembled 
in  their  shoes  at  the  effect  that  would  be  produced  on  the 
minds  of  their  constituents.  Unfortunately  this  and  various 
other  interesting  matters  were  discussed  in  camera,  so  that 
we  are  unable  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  explanations 
forthcoming.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  Mr.  Brown  thought 
proper  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  engaging  the  Council  to 
reimburse  the  L.S.A.  in  question  the  expenses  he  had  been 
put  to,  and  to  provide  funds  for  his  defence  in  the  higher  court. 
This  course  was  rather  too  ridiculous,  as  Mr.  Brown  him- 


self was  constrained  to  admit.  It  would  indeed  be  a  curious 
example  of  misuse  of  public  funds  for  the  Council  to  pay  for 
the  prosecution,  and  then,  in  a  fit  of  repentance,  to  subvention 
the  defence.  In  the  abstract  no  doubt  it  would  be  highly 
desirable  to  establish  in  a  definite  and  authoritative  manner 
the  precise  designations  which  each  diploma  comports,  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  this  can  be  dote  without  legislative 
measures,  seeing  that  the  corporations  whose  diplomas  would 
come  within  the  scope  of  any  such  restrictions  could  not  well 
be  expected  to  lend  a  willing  hand. 

Penal  Cases. 

Thursday,  May  26,  was  devoted  to  judicial  work.  Three 
cases  had  been  postponed  for  final  decision  from  the  Novem- 
ber session.  In  the  first,  William  Masson,  M.B.,  M.S.,  of 
Cottingham,  E.  Yorks,  was  charged,  on  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
Edward  Ball,  L.R.C.P.,  &c.  of  Southport,  with  having  acted 
as  cover  to  an  unqualified  person  named  George  Watson, 
who,  acting  and  purporting  to  act  as  his  unqualified  assist- 
ant, was  and  is  permitted,  authorised,  and  enabled  by  him 
to  carry  on  medical  practice  and  administer  treatment  to 
patients  as  if  he  (Watson)  were  a  duly  qualified  and  regis- 
tered practitioner.  The  Council,  in  November,  found  that 
the  charges  had  been  proved,  but  gave  Mr.  Masson  some 
time  to  consider  his  conduct.  That  gentleman  now  appeared, 
and  gave  the  assurance  that  he  would  not  in  future  employ 
any  unqualified  assistant.  On  this  the  Council  let  him  go 
with  a  caution.  The  second  case  was  that  of  Julius  Mostertz, 
L.S.A.,  of  13  Salisbury  Road,  Noel  Park,  N.,  who  was  alleged 
to  have  acted  as  cover  to  an  unqualified  person  named 
George  W.  Johnson,  who,  purporting  to  act  as  his  assistant, 
carried  on  at  the  said  Noel  Park  Dispensary  a  medical  prac- 
tice, and  who,  under  cover  of  Mostertz's  name,  presence,  and 
assistance,  was  enabled  to  and  did  attend  on  and  administer 
medical  treatment  to  patients,  and  carried  on  such  medical 
practice  as  though  he  were  a  duly  qualified  and  registered 
medical  practitioner.  The  complainants  in  this  case  were 
the  Medical  Defence  Union  (Limited).  The  Council  had 
found  the  charge  proved,  but  had  given  Mr.  Mostertz  time 
for  repentance.  Mr.  Mostertz  had  written  to  inform  the 
Council  that  he  had  entirely  severed  his  connection  with  the 
dispensary  referred  to,  and  would  not  in  future  employ  an 
unqualified  person.    He,  too,  was  forgiven. 

The  third  adjourned  case  was  one  against  Mr.  George 
Hamilton  Wyse,  L.R.C  P.,  &c,  of  Southport,  who  was  com- 
plained of  by  the  Medical  Defence  Union  and  the  Wigan 
Medical  Guild,  who  alleged  that  he  covered  an  unqualified 
person  in  medical  practice  at  Preston  and  another  at  Wigan. 
Both  of  the  charges  had  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Council.  Mr.  Wyse  had  written  to  assure  the  Council 
that  he  had  disposed  of  his  Wigan  practice,  but  the  Wigan 
Medical  Guild  alleged  that  his  conduct  had  not  materially 
improved.  Mr.  Wyse  appeared  with  counsel,  but  failed  to 
satisfy  his  judges,  and  the  Registrar  was  directed  to  remove 
his  name  from  the  Medical  Register. 

The  last  case  which  the  Council  had  to  consider  was 
a  charge  against  Joshua  Hamilton  Hart,  L.R.C. P.Ed., 
L.R.C.S.Ed.,  L.F.P.S.,  Glasgow,  of  Cliff  Cottage,  Morley, 
Leeds,  against  whom  Mr.  Hugh  Woods,  M.B.,  M.D.,  B.S.,  &c, 
President  of  the  Incorporated  Medical  Practitioners' Associa- 
tion, had  formulated  the  complaint  that  he,  as  a  registered 
medical  practitioner,  had  been  guilty  of  infamous  conduct 
in  a  professional  respect  in  connection  with  certain  quack 
remedies  which  were  styled  and  extensively  advertised  aa 
"  Munyon's  Homoeopathic  Home  Remedies."  The  pnrticulars 
of  the  complaint  against  him  were: — (1)  That  he  associated 
himself  with  and  was  a  party  to  the  sale  and  dissemination 
and  advertisement  of  these  quack  remedies.  (2)  That  he 
acted  as  consulting  physician  at  the  place  where  such  quack 
remedies  were  administered  and  sold,  and  permitted  his 
name  and  qualifications  to  be  advertised  as  those  of  the 
consulting  physician  at  such  place. 

This  case  was  heard  at  length,  Mr.  W.  H.  Clay  appearing 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hart.  The  Council  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Hart  had  been  guilty  of  infamous  conduct  in  a 
professional  respect,  and  ordered  his  name  to  be  removed 
from  the  Register. 

Companies  and  Medical  Practice. 

On  Saturday  the  Council  considered  in  camera  "  the 
practice  of  unqualified  persons  obtaining  registration  under 


908 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


June  4,  1808 


the  Companies  Act  and  trading  as  apothecaries,  physicians, 
and  surgeons,"  and  the  following  resolution  was  agreed  to  :  — 

That  the  President,  Mr.  Tomes,  and  Mr.  Horsley  bea  committee 
to  take  such  steps  as  they  deem  most  effective  to  induce  the 
Government  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Companies  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  now  before  Parliament,  with  the  object  of  preventing  the 
registration  of  companies  to  carry  on  medical,  surgical,  and  dental 
practice. 

Although  the  Council  do  not  in  this  resolution  formally 
recognise  the  complaint  of  pharmacists  in  this  matter  (which 
they  could  not  do  officially),  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
their  action  was  induced  by  the  knowledge  of  their  grievance, 
and  especially  by  the  recent  activity  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland. 

The  Gkeat  Unqualified. 
A  large  number  of  communications,  appeals,  and  petitions 
"were  received  from  unqualified  assistants  and  persons  in- 
terested on  their  behalf,  asking  that  something  might  be 
done  either  to  enable  these  unfortunate  persons  to  qualify 
on  easy  terms  or  to  authorise  their  employment  under 
certain  restrictions.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, but  it  is  obvious  that  the  Council  cannot  go  behind 
its  own  resolutions,  nor  can  it  facilitate  their  qualifying. 
"  Dura  lex  sed  lex." 

Dental  Education  and  Examination 

furnished  material  for  long  and  even  acrimonious  discus- 
sions. Opinions  are  divided  on  the  question  whether 
dentists  ought  to  be  compelled  to  attend  lectures  on  medi- 
cine and  surgery  or  whether  the  curriculum  should  bear 
only  on  subjects  strictly  germane  to  dentistry.  As  events 
proved,  there  is  much  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  A  dentist 
is,  or  should  be,  something  more  than  a  skilled  artizan — 
that  is  to  say,  he  ought  to  be  able  to  diagnose  various  con- 
stitutional conditions  and  diseases  which  may  manifest 
themselves  on  or  within  the  legitimate  field  of  his  ministra- 
tions. He  ought,  for  example,  to  learn  to  recognise 
syphilitic  lesions,  to  distinguish  mumps  from  gingival 
abscess,  and  thrush  from  furred  tongue.  This  he  obviously 
cannot  do  without  some  practical  experience ;  but  it  cer- 
tainly seems  reasonable  enough  that  if  he  be  compelled  to 
acquire  such  information  his  examination  ought  to  bear 
thereon,  whereas  hitherto  no  such  test  has  been  applied. 
Then,  again,  with  regard  to  materia  medica.  It  is  obvious 
that  it  would  be  simple  waste  of  time  for  a  dental  student  to 
wade  through  the  whole  field,  seeing  that  his  requirements 
are  of  the  humblest.  The  fact  is  that  the  dental  curriculum 
is  passing  through  a  period  of  transition.  Some  think  the 
time  will  come  when  dentistry  will  become  a  branch  of 
medicine  aud  dentists  will  be  required  to  take  a  medical 
diploma  before  launching  out  into  their  speciality.  For  the 
present,  however,  they  must  be  satisfied  with  a  smattering. 

A  new  series  of  recommendations  as  to  the  course  of  study 
and  examinations  to  ba  required  of  candidates  for  licences  in 
dentistry  or  dental  surgery  was  submitted  by  a  committee 
and  discussed  seriatim.  Amendments  were  introduced  with 
the  object  of  limiting  the  scope  of  the  anatomical  and 
physiological  studies  to  such  as  pertain  to  dentistry,  and 
these  are  to  be  defined  in  a  syllabus. 

Eepoet  op  the  Phabmacopieia  Committee. 

This  report  was  one  of  the  last  items  considered  by  the 
Council.  It  stated  that  on  February  21  the  late  Sir  Richard 
Quain  handed  over  the  completed  proof  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  publication,  and  of  the  20  000  copies  of  the 
work  printed  11.385  cojiie*  were  sold  between  May  7  and  25. 
Thecomm'  ttee  thanked  e:  pecially  Dr.  Leech  and  Dr.  MacAlister 
because  they  had  brougtit  "to  bear  upon  the  whole  of  the 
work  a  very  remarkable  combination  of  great^  chemical, 
pharmacological,  and  pharmaceutical  learning,  with  the 
skill  and  experience  of  practical  physicians."  A  first  proof 
of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  supplement  to  the  Pharmacopceia 
will  be  ready  in  six  months,  and  the  committee  recommended 
that  Dr.  Attfield  should  edit  it,  and  that  he  should  receive 
an  additional  honorarium  of  105/.;  also  that  Dr.  Nestor 
Tirard  should  continue  as  Secretary  of  the  Committee  until 
the  addendum  is  published.  As  an  appendix  to  this  report 
is  an  account  of  the  "methods  adopted  in  preparing  the 
British  Pharmacopeia  of  1898."  This  was  drawn  up  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Editor,  and  is  a  very 


lengthy  document,  if  not  verbose.  First  it  relates  how  the 
1854  B.P.  was  prepared  by  a  committee,  which  was  divided 
into  three,  each  sub-committee  taking  a  third  of  the  book. 
The  1837  edition  was  revised  by  t  wo  editors  and  a  small  com- 
mittee sitting  in  London,  published  researches  being  utilised. 
A  volume  of  Additions  was  published  in  1874,  and  the  R.l'. 
1885  was  prepared  by  three  editors,  with  the  assistance 
of  medical  bodies,  medical  practitioners,  and  pharmacists, 
and  in  1890  an  Addendum  was  compiled  much  in  the  same 
way,  except  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  gave  practical  assistance  and  Dr.  Attfield  was  the 
editor.  The  B  P.  1898  was  prepared  under  similar  conditions 
to  the  1890  Addendum,  and  the  chief  events  are  recorded  in 
five  octavo  pages  of  type  similar  to  this.  We  have  in  an 
unofficial  way  already  recorded  most  of  the  events — in  fact, 
some  inspiration  to  this  report  appears  to  have  been  given  by 
the  article  in  our  last  Summer  number.  We  may  brielly 
quote  the  facts  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  revision  :  — 
Decision  to  revise  come  to  December,  1893. 

Germ  of  imperial  character  arrived  November  17.  1886,  in  letter 
suggesting  adoption  of  formulae  to  Indian  and  Colonial  require- 
ments. This  supplemented  in  1892  by  Indian  Government  sug- 
gesting omission  of  saffron,  and  use  of  indigenous  oil  for  ointments. 
Correspondence  followed,  and  decision  come  to  December  4,  1893, 
and  Editor  appointed. 

November,  1894,  B.P.  Committee  of  Council  decided  to  ask  co- 
operation of  medical  authorities  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  asked  to  assist. 

May,  1895,  the  Editor  submitted  thirty-four  printed  documents 
to  the  B.P.  Committee— viz.,  his  annual  report;  sixteen  reports 
from  medical  authorities,  and  a  summary  thereof;  summary  of 
twenty-eight  communications  from  India  and  the  Colonies;  Britisli 
Medical  Association's  report  on  medicines  "  often,"  "  rarely,"  or 
"never"  used;  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  similar  table;  Tin: 
Chemist  and  Druggist's  analysis  of  10,000  prescriptions;  Mr. 
W.  Martindale's  analysis  of  12,000 ;  a  summary  of  the  last  four 
documents;  the  B.P.C.  unofficial  formulary;  and  a  general 
report  by  the  Editor  on  the  whole  matter. 

On  June  5,  1895,  it  was  dec  ided  to  call  the  Pharmacopceia  Com- 
mittee towards  the  end  of  July,  and  again  in  November  ;  also  to 
ask  the  advice  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  the  questions 
raised  in  the  summaries.  At  the  same  time  a  secretary  to  the 
Committee  was  appointed,  and  referees  in  chemistry,  in  botany, 
and  in  pharmacology  and  therapeutics. 

The  next  two  years  were  fully  occupied  with  the  elaboration  of 
the  respective  ten  sections  of  the  book,  then  nearly  one  )ear  was 
required  for  the  scrutiny  thereof  by  the  Council,  and  preparation 
for  and  passing  through  the  press.  Every  proof  of  each  of  the 
ten  "sections"  was  submitted  four  times  at  least  to  the  Council's 
committee  and  four  times  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
Thus,  the  Editor  having  prepared  a  proof  of  a  given  section,  it 
was  submitted  to  the  committees :  the  first  time  for  general 
examination  and  for  any  additional  adaptations  of  general  prin- 
ciples, the  second  for  revision,  the  third  for  provisional  accept 
ance,  the  fourth  for  confirmed  acceptance ;  each  time  the 
corrections  were  incorporated  in  a  single  proof,  which  was 
reprinted  and  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  two  committees. 
For  three  of  the  sections  five  different  proofs  were  necessary,  for 
one  of  the  sections  six  proofs,  and  for  the  first  section  seven 
proofs.  The  following  statement  shows  the  classification  of  the 
sections,  the  number  of  separate  proofs  examined,  and  the  per- 
centage proportion  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  occupied  by  each  of  the 
respective  sections : — 

1.  Alcohol,  spirits,  tinctures.  Seven  proofs.  7'4  percent,  of  the 
pages  of  the  book. 

2.  Materia  medica.    Four  proofs.    13  3  per  cent. 

3.  Waters,  decoctions,  infusions,  mixtures,  wines.  Five  proofs, 
3'3  per  cent. 

4.  Confections,  mucilages,  oxymels,  sugars  and  syrups,  tablets, 
lozenges.    Five  proofs.    3  5  per  cent. 

5.  Chemical  substances,  in  text  and  appendices.  Five  proofs. 
28'4  per  cent. 

6.  Fats,  glycerins,  liniments,  oils,  ointments,  plasters,  resins, 
suppositories.    Four  proofs.    9'4  per  cent. 

7.  Extracts,  pills,  powders,  juices.    Four  proofs.    7  per  cent. 

8.  Vinegars,  hypodermic  injections,  discs,  solutions,  lotions. 
Four  proofs.    6  per  cent. 

9.  Preface  and  prefatory  pages.    Four  proofs.    5  7  per  cent. 

10.  Index.    Three  proofs.    16  per  cent. 

Each  committee  met  separately  on  thirty-five  days,  and  every 
sitting  occupied  an  average  of  four  hours.  The  Editor  attended 
each  of  the  seventy  meetings. 

The  committee  "(Medical)  deleted  188  articles  from  the  1885 
edition,  added  80,  and  transferred  11  from  the  text  to  an  appendix. 
In  that  edition  and  1890  Additions  there  were  943  articles  ;  in  the 
1898  B.P.  there  are  829. 

On  June  2,  1896,  the  President  of  the  Medical  Council  reported 
progress  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  and  on  February  5, 
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1897,  that  committee  sent  in  a  fourth  report.  The  Editor  was 
the  go-between  of  the  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees, submitting  suggestions  and  proofs  to  the  former  first,  and 
all  matters  pertaining  to  pharmacy  to  the  latter  afterwards. 
The  work  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  Medical  Council 
during  1896  and  1897  included  the  consideration  of  reports  on 
'doses  by  a  sub-committee,  reports  from  the  eight  referees,  reports 
respecting  the  index,  the  examination  of  some  hundreds  of  samples 
of  tinctures,  spirits,  concentrated  solutions,  ointments,  and  other 
-substances  prepared  by  the  Editor  ;  and  reports  from  the  Editor  on 
"the  strengths  of  alcohol,  respecting  which  he  had  sought  the 
assistance  of  officers  of  the  Excise ;  on  weights  and  measures,  in 
which  he  had  unofficially  sought  the  help  of  the  Warden  of  the 
Standards  ;  on  the  descriptions  of  the  processes  by  which  chemical 
substances  are  prepared,  in  which  he  had  been  assisted  by  manu- 
facturing chemists  ;  en  chemical  nomenclature ;  and  on  a  practical 
method  of  introducing  metric  weights  and  measures  into  the  text. 
But  proof-correcting  was  the  chief  and  most  laborious  duty  of  the 
committee. 

To  minimise  the  inconvenience  to  medical  practitioners  and 
pharmacists  inevitably  attending  the  publication  of  an  altered  and 
amended  Pharmacopoeia,  the  Executive  Committee  gave  to  all 
persons  concerned  access  to  copies  of  the  final  pi'oofs  in  London, 
Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  and  placed  copies  of  the  proofs  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Editors  of  the  chief  British  journals  of  medicine 
and  pharmacy  during  the  period  occupied  in  printing,  binding,  and 
preparing  for  sale  a  very  large  edition  of  the  book.  The  plan  has 
been  so  far  satisfactory  that  not  only  during  a  whole  month  did  a 
large  number  of  persons  attend  at  the  Council's  offices  and 
examine  the  copies,  but  the  journals  gave  full  and,  in  some  cases, 
most  minute  and  carefully  compiled  descriptions  of  all  omissions, 
additions,  and  alterations  as  between  the  issues  of  1885  and 
1898. 

All  important  documents  relating  to  the  production  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898  have  been  arranged  and  preserved 
for  future  reference. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter,  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Little,  that  the  report  be  adopted  and  entered  on  the 
minutes. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

A  new  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  was  appointed,  the 
President,  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  Sir  J.  B.  Tuke,  Dr.  Leech, 
Dr.  Atthill,  Dr.  MacAlister,  Mr.  Tichborne,  Mr.  Brudenell 
■Carter,  and  Dr.  McVail  being  the  members. 


Sonctir  of  C"  cmical  3(nbatsfr]T, 


NOTTINGHAM  SECTION. 

A MEETING  of  the  above  section  was  held  on  May  25  at 
University  College,  Nottingham,  Mr.  James  O'Sullivan 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  S.  Trotman,  the  Nottingham  borough 
analyst,  read  a  paper  on 

Milk- analysis, 

in  which  he  combated  the  general  belief  that  the  consti- 
tuents of  milk  were  subject  to  considerable  variation,  and 
asserted  that  they  are  remarkably  constant  and  uniform.  In 
support  of  this  contention,  Mr.  Trotman  stated  that  during 
1895  Mr.  H.  D.  Richmond,  of  the  Aylesbury  Dairy  Company, 
had  analysed  some  24,662  samples,  with  the  average  result  of 
a  percentage  of  3  84  of  fatty  substance,  and  8  82  solids  not 
fat,  while  in  no  case  did  the  fats  fall  below  3  per  cent.  One 
hundred  and  eighty  samples  of  milk  examined  by  the 
speaker  gave  the  following  average  result :  Fat,  3  per  cent.  ; 
solids  not  fat,  85  per  cent.  He  concluded  that  it  was 
exceedingly  rare  to  find  a  genuine  milk  in  which  the  fat  fell 
below  3  per  cent,  and  the  solids  not  fat  below  85  per  cent. 
The  difficulty  analysts  had  to  contend  with  was  the 
^absence  of  a  legal  definition  of  the  composition  of  milk.  As 
things  stood  at  present,  30  per  cent,  of  fat  might  be 
abstracted,  and  10  per  cent,  and  often  20  per  cent,  of  water 
added,  with  impunity.  In  the  course  of  the  paper  the 
author  observed  that  the  answer  to  the  objection  that 
individual  cows  sometimes  gave  very  poor  milk  was,  that  it 
was  due  either  to  bad  feeding  or  to  debility  in  the  animal. 
If  the  former  was  the  case  the  remedy  was  obvious ;  if  the 
latter,  the  cow  should  be  condemned  for  milking-purposes. 
A  discussion  followed,  after  which  Mr.  James  O'Sullivan  read 
■a  paper  on 

The  Rate  op  Alcoholic  Fermentation, 
•which  was  an  account  of  a^series  of  experiments  made  to 


further  elucidate  points  that  have  been  investigated  by 
Dumas  and  Adrian  Brown.  Among  some  of  the  n  s  ilts 
arrived  at  may  be  mentioned  the  conclusions  that  agi'ation 
accelerates  fermentation  whether  carried  on  with  or  without 
an  excess  of  yeast ;  that  the  rate  of  fermentation  of  maltose 
and  dextrose  is  practically  proportionate  to  the  quantity 
present,  approximately  equal  quantities  being  fermented  in 
equal  times  ;  and  that  maltose  ferments  at  a  slightly  lower 
rate  than  dextrose. 

A  third  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  William  Frew,  of  Glasgow, 
on 

The  Causes  of  "  Stench  "  in  Beers. 
Dr.  Frew  had  found  that  the  peculiar  odour  of  beers 
attacked  by  the  disease  known  as  "  Burton  stench  "  was  not 
due  to  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  as  was  generally  supposed, 
but  was  caused  by  the  presence  of  certain  fatty  acids,  or 
higher  alcohols,  produced  by  one  or  more  varieties  of  small 
wild  yeasts,  one  of  which  he  had  isolated  in  a  state  of 
purity,  and  which  the  author  proposed  to  call  Saccharomyces 
fcetidus  I. 


IPerscmalMea. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Henry  Martin  has  been  appointed  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Alderman  John  Horsley,  J.P.,  chemist.  High  Street, 
has  been  unanimously  elected  to  the  vacant  Mayoralty  of 
Hartlepool. 

The  Society  of  Arts  Albert  medal  for  the  present  year 
has  been  awarded,  with  the  approval  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  President  of  the  Society,  to  Professor  Robert  Bunsen,  of 
Heidelberg. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Moir,  chemist  and  druggist,  who,  as  reported 
by  us  last  week,  has  commenced  business  on  his  own  account 
at  Hatton  Cruden,  was  presented  with  a  dining-room  clock 
and  ornaments  by  a  few  of  his  Alford  friends  on  the  eve  of 
his  departure  from  that  town. 


Grafcs*flDark0  Hpplieo  for* 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  May  25,  1898.) 

Design  of  label  and  wording,  "  La  Douairicre  "  (the  essential  par- 
ticulars) ;  for  perfumes.  By  Amedee  Richardet,  trading 
under  the  style  or  firm  of  "  Yave,"  13  Rue  Washington,  Paris, 
perfumer.  208,172. 

Label  with  device  (the  essential  particular) ;  for  a  preparation  for 
producing  growth  of  the  hair.  By  Albert  Jones,  Elsinore, 
Birkdale,  Southport  (no  occupation).  211,865. 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular)  and  wording, 
"  The  Zulu  Soap  ;  "  for  a  toilet-soap.  By  Lever  Brothers 
(Limited),  Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire,  soap-manufacturers. 
212,246. 

"  Quipos  ;  "  for  plate-polish  and  metal-polish.  By  E.  A.  Wag- 
staffe,  41  Moorland  Road,  Didsbury,  Manchester,  analytical 
chemist.  212,985. 

"  LntiL  "  and  "  Redcap  ;  "  for  candles,  common  soap,  detergents, 
illuminating,  heating,  or  lubricating  oils,  matches  and  starch, 
blue  and  other  preparations  for  laundry-purposes.  By 
Blondeau  et  Cie.,  also  trading  as  the  Vinolia  Company, 
Maiden  Works,  Maiden  Crescent,  N.W.,  and  as  John  Wilton 
&  Sons,  Lea  Bank  Soap  and  Candle-works,  Stratford,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  perfumers,  and  soap-makers.  213,629. 


I  have  got  your  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  and  so  far 
as  I  have  tried  they  turn  out  very  well.— G.  L.  (315/97.) 

Novice  :  "  Does  learning  the  bicycle  require  any  par- 
ticular application  1 "  Old  Hand  :  "  No  ;  not  that  I  know  of. 
Arnica  is  about  as  good  as  anything." 
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SHORTLY  after  2  o'clock  on  Tuesday  afternoon  Mr. 
Fred.  Weiss,  as  President  of  the  Medical,  Surgical,  and 
Hygienic  Exhibitors'  Association,  opened  at  Queen's  Hall,  , 
Langham  Place,  W.,  the  second  of  the  annual  exhibitions 
promoted  by  the  Association.  The  first  was  held  in  the 
same  place  in  July  of  last  year,  and  was  intended  to  fill  up 
the  gap  in  medical  museums  created  by  the  British  Medical 
Association  visiting  Canada  ;  and  the  Exhibitors' Association 
found  that  they  had  struck  a  good  thing,  for  the  exhibition  , 
•was  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  doctoi  s'  district,  and  many 
medical  men  and  nurses  visited  it.  This  year's  experience  is 
likely  to  be  similar.  Queen's  Hall  seems  fuller  than  it  was 
last  year  ;  the  exhibits  are  well  arranged,  the  exhibition  well 
organised,  and  for  the  purpose  which  the  promoters  have  in 
view  it  does  not  fall  short;  but  that  is  the  very  reason  why 
it  may  appear  to  those  in  the  drug-trade  to  lack  novelty. 

Yeast  as  a  Remedy. 

One  of  tho  most  remarkable  exhibits  in  the  hall  is  placed  ! 
in  a  room  behind  the  orchestra,  and  is  called  the  Backerine  : 
Laboratory.  The  visitor  finds  on  entering  this  room  an 
array  of  microscopes  on  one  side  and  a  series  of  Wolff  bottles 
on  the  other.  This  is  all  devoted  to  yeasts  and  microbes. 
The  Wolff-bottle  arrangement  shows  how  pure  yeasts  are 
cultivated  after  successive  plate-cultures  have  eliminated  all 
but  the  particular  yeast  which  the  cultivator  desires.  The 
pure  culture  is  placed  in  a  central  flask  with  a  portion  of 
sterilised  wort,  and  it  is  connected  in  three  directions  with 
(1)  the  wort  reservoir,  (2)  an  air-outlet,  and  (3)  an  air  or 
oxygen  inlet.  In  each  case  provision  is  made  for  sterilising 
air  which  may  enter  the  culture-flask,  otherwise  secondary 
and  undesirable  >easts  would  contaminate  the  primary 
culture.  '-And  what  is  the  object  of  all  this?''  we  asked 
Dr.  Horace  Manders,  who  is  superintending  the  laboratory. 
"How  does  it  apply  to  medicine?"  The  doctor  then  : 
entered  into  an  explanation  which  we  must  give  briefly. 
Some  time  ago  a  young  French  student  of  physiology  noticed 
in  examining  some  yeast  that  one  cell  had  inglobed 
or  imbibed  a  Bacterium  aceti,  and  he  showed  it  to 
his  teacher,  Dr.  dc  Backer,  as  a  curiosity.  Dr.  de  Backer 
saw  the  importance  of  the  observation,  and  asked  himself 
"If  the  cell  inglobes  Bacterium  aceti,  why  not  also  patho- 
genic micro-organisms  ?"  So  was  started  an  investigation 
which  has  resulted  in  proof  that  yeast  cells  have  the  same 
property  as  white-blood  corpuscles  of  absorbing  microbes — 
in  short,  that  they  are  efficient  phagocytes,  and  can  be  used 
as  reinforcements  to  the  natural  phagocytes  in  the  battle 
with  bacilli.  Moreover,  hypodermic  injections  of  a  pure 
yeast  culture  administered  at  the  shoulder  of  a  phthisical 
patient  have  been  made,  and  living  yeast  cells  have  been 
found  in  the  sputum  ten  days  afterwards  ;  since  yeast  is  a 
comparatively  short-lived  organism  it  follows  that  the  cells 
found  in  the  sputum  are  descendants  cf  the  original,  so  that 
the  organism  budded  and  grew  in  the  blood-vessels,  and  in 
the  process  joined  in  the  war  against  the  bacilli.  At  all 
events  lupus  and  pulmonary  phthisis  have  markedly  im- 
proved under  yeast  injections.  Dr.  de  Backer  and  Dr.  Manders 
are  each  experimenting  with  all  kinds  of  yeasts  and  microbes 
to  see  which  yeast  is  the  deadliest  enemy  to  a  particular 
microbe.  For  example,  the  fig-yeast  is  the  most  avaricious 
enemy  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.  Perhaps  the  most  striking 
development  of  the  research  is  yet  to  be  noted.  The  experi- 
menters have  obtained  evidence  that  yeasts  which  are  fed 
on  particular  pathogenic  micro-organisms  yield  antitoxins  of 
these  organisms,  just  as  horses  which  are  inoculated  with 
specific  toxics  yield  corresponding  antitoxins.  The  results 
obtained  so  far  are  not  conclusive,  but  they  are  encouraging, 
and  humanity  will  not  object  if  ferments  supersede  the 
horse  as  the  factory  of  antitoxins. 

The  pure  aseptic  yeasts,  we  should  add,  are  supplied  in 
glass  cartouches,  which  take  the  place  of  the  barrel  of  a 
hypodermic  syringe.  This  exhibit,  happens  to  be  the  first  in 
the  catalogue,  but  it  was  the  last  which  we  saw.  Probably 
many  people  have  missed  it.  One  that  they  cannot  miss  is 
that  of  "  Camwal,"  in  the  vestibule,  which  is,  as  always,  a 


pleasant  lounge,  where  the  company giant  syphons  give 
brightness,  and  deft-banded  maids  serve  cooling-drinks  to 
visitors.  '•  We  come  here  to  keep  our  waters  before  the 
doctors,"  Mr.  Secretary  Butler  explained.  "And  we  find 
that  they  like  to  see  us."  Any  way.  they  make  it  very 
attractive  for  the  "profession,"  and  few  members  of  the 
trade  who  visit  the  hall  pass  the  "Camwal"  door.  We 
now  refer  to 

Otiiek  Exhibits 

in  their  catalogue  order. 

Vimbos  (Limited)  are  makiDg  much  of  facts  that  Yirobos 
has  been  used  in  the  Uganda  expedition,  and  that  the 
Queen  of  Sparta  has  written  to  them  about  its  good  effects 
on  "  the  starving  poor." 

A.  Boake  Roberts  &  Co  (Limited)  show,  in  addition 
to  compressed  sulphur  dioxide  in  canisters  and  cylinders, 
Lnzar  disinfectant — a  fluid  preparation  of  carbolic  acid, 
which  has  been  so  treated  thai  it  is  miscible  with  water. 
Lozar  disinfecting-powder  is  made  with  wood-fibre,  which 
absorbs  25  per  cent,  of  Lozar  without  clogging  the  powder. 
It  is  supplied  in  strengths  of  from  5  to  25  per  cent. 

The  Domen  Belt  Company  have  a  show  of  their  belts, 
which  they  make  in  many  varieties,  there  being,  in  addition 
to  accouchement  and  hypogastric  belts,  special  kinds  for 
floating  kidney,  and  for  use  after  laparotomy. 

Tidman  &  Son  (Limited)  (Bushell  Street,  E.)  have  an 
exhibit  of  their  well-known  sea-salt;  also  some  special  soaps, 
such  as  salicylic  soap  and  creamolinc  soap,  the  latter  a  super- 
fatted milled  toilet- scap  of  high  quality. 

Andersons'  (Limited)  have  among  a  large  selection  of 
waterproof  goods  a  new  waterproof  overall  for  use  in  infec- 
tious wards,  which  is  a  great  improvement  upon  the  overalls- 
usually  employed,  on  account  of  the  ease  with  which  it  can 
be  disinfected.  We  noticed  also  an  operatiDg-apron  of 
waterproof  material  which  fits  up  beneath  the  chin  and  round 
the  body  better  than  these  articles  usually  do. 

Broomfield  &  Co.  exhibit  "  Albcne,"  a  vegetable  fat 
designed  to  replace  lard  in  cooking.  It  is  also  recommended 
as  "  the  best  ointment-base  known." 

The  Suecicae  Exhit.its 

generally  are  business-like,  and  calculated  to  interest 
surgeons  rather  than  to  provide  "  copy."  For  that  reason 
we  must  pa?s  over  the  striking  one  by  Mayer  &  Meltzer  ; 
and  even  John  Weiss  Son's  only  yields  ns  one  novelty — 
the  Dechery  automatic  cautery.  This  is  peculiar  in  having- 
a  platinum  point,  which,  to  begin  with,  is  heated  in  a  spirit- 
flame  to  incandescence,  whereupon  a  minute  stream  of  ether 
from  a  reservoir  in  the  handle  of  the  cautery  comes  into- 
play,  and,  burnirg,  maintains  the  incandescence  of  the 
platinum  for  at  least  half  an  hour. 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson's  exhibit  contains  such  a 
variety  of  interest  ing  surgical  instruments  that  we  are  only 
able  to  notice  the  chief  items.  Aseptic  instruments  and 
dressings  are  well  represented.  These  are  made  under  Dr. 
H.  T.  Maw's  supervision  The  firm  make  over  thirty  kinds 
of  bandages.  We  noticed  a  cheap  instrument  bag  costing 
24.?.,  the  top  of  which  opens  entirely,  so  permitting  a 
tray  of  instruments  to  be  put  in  without  risk  of  up- 
setting. A  measuring-apparatus  selling  a'  17.  It.  would  be 
u-eful  to  health-resort  chemists  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
weighing-chair.  A  new  form  of  Sphygmograpb,  Teske's 
patent,  made  in  aluminium,  and  selling  at  50n.  is  claimed  to 
be  the  most  perfect  instrument  ever  made,  and  it  looks  it. 
We  may  note  here  that  Messrs.  Maw  have  fitted  op  a  new 
showroom  for  hospital-furniture,  where  the  most  approved 
types  of  such  eoods  are  on  thow,  together  with  various  kinds 
of  invalid- chairs. 

*  * 

The  Eebman  Publishing  Company  (Limited)  have  on 
exhibit  medical  books  and  glyecrinated  calf-lymph.  A  new- 
method  of  sending  lymph  out  is  between  two  pieces  of  glass 
with  the  edges  sealed  with  paraffin  wax.  The  firm  supply 
the  apparatus  for  the  Barker-Smith  method  of  thermometric 
analysis. 
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G.  van  Abbott  &  Sons  have  a  large  variety  of  their 
diabetic  foods  on  show.  Cakes,  biscuits,  and  jellies  are  there 
in  many  toothsome  varieties,  saccharin  being  the  sweetener 
used  in  lieu  of  sugar  Arthur  &  Co.  exhibit  many  pharma- 
ceutical speciality  s,  among  which  we  noticed  liquor,  auri 
bromarsenatis  and  liquor,  auri  brom-hydrarg-arsenatis,  for 
the  treatment  of  epilepsy,  morphia-habit,  &c,  John  Bate, 
Sons&  Danielsson  (Limited)  are  publishing  several  medical 
journals  -and  prepared  coloured  charts  and  anatomical 
diagrams  for  lecture-purposes,  and  a  variety  of  case-books 
for  surgeons'  and  dentists'  use. 

The  French  Hjgienie  Society  make  a  pretty  little  show 
with  their  coca  preparations,  and  especially  with  the 
vaporisers  and  electric- massage  brush,  &c.,nowso  extensively 
used  by  society  ladies  for  preserving  the  complexion.  The 
utility  of  the  vaporiser  for  surgical  treatment  is  shown  by 
means  of  one  of  large  size.  In  this  case  the  steam  from  the 
vaporiser  passes  into  a  reservoir  of  antiseptic  solution, 
whereby  the  latter  is  distributed  as  a  gentle  spray  auto- 
matically and  continuously  for  hours.  It  is,  therefore,  taken 
advantage  of  in  surgical  operations  and  in  the  treatment  of 
burns. 

"W.  Watson  &  Sons  show  a?-ray  apparatus.  Dr.  Hedley's 
portable  localiser  and  tube-holder  are  shown  in  action.  This 
is  a  cheaper  form  of  the  dow  necessary  localising-apparatus, 
the  price  being  30*'. 

Bonuk  is  a  floor-polish  (put  up  by  Ronuk,  Limited)  for 
use  in  hospitals  and  other  institutions,  and  possessing,  in 
addition  to  its  polishing-properties,  considerable  antiseptic 
value. 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay's  attractive  nurse  explains 
to  visitors  the  mysteries  of  their  sanitary  appliances  and 
surgical  dressings.  Their  exhibit  also  includes  the  beef-tea 
extractor,  Biblical  herbarium,  microscopes  and  surgery 
requisites,  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  hall. 

The  Maltine  Manufacturing  Company  show  maltine 
preparations  and  peptonoids.  "  Liquid  peptonoids  with  coca  " 
is  claimed  to  be  valuable  as  a  restorative,  and  is  finding  much 
use  amoEg  cyclists. 

M.  Hon?  has  introduced  a  variety  of  his  well-known  malt 
extract  combined  with  manganate  of  iron,  which  forms  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  physicians'  treatment  of  debility. 
Malt  bonbons  are  a  malt  preparation  in  the  form  of  lozenges 
indistinguishable  from  butter-scotch ;  mothers  of  weakly 
children  will  not  need  to  use  any  persuasive  devices  when 
administering  these  bonbons.  Combined  with  this  exhibit  is 
that  of  Leopold  Hoff,  and  Mr.  H.  Blau  (Secretary  of  the 
Association)  is  agent  for  the  firms. 

Salmon,  Ody  &  Co.  exhibit  new  varieties  of  their  trusses 
made  with  aluminium  pads.  Aluminium  stethoscopes  and 
illuminated  carriage-clocks  are  some  of  the  other  specialities 
of  this  firm. 

The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  have  a  bewildering 
display  of  their  hygienic  products.  This  exhibit  seems  to 
attract  a  good  deal  of  attention  from  visitors,  many  of 
whom  have  no  idea  that  there  are  so  many  varieties  of  the 
Sanitas  preparations. 

Milk  Exhibits 

are  shown  by  several  firms,  the  "  Sap  "  brand  and  "  Excel " 
brand  of  sterilised  milk  being  both  adapted  for  supplying 
by  chemists.  The  Aylesbury  Dairy  Company,  in  addi- 
tion, make  up  milk- prescriptions  as  required  by  physicians 
for  special  cases.  We  noticed  that  the  firm  supply  special 
forms  of  teats  for  using  on  necks  of  the  bottles  in  which  they 
supply  the  milk.  The  Friern  Manor  Dairy  Farm 
(Limited),  who  are  the  licensees  in  this  country  of  Professor 
Gaertner's  process  of  making  artificial  mother's  milk,  show 
in  a  graphic  manner  what  Gaertner's  milk  is — the  solid  con- 
stituents of  cow's  milk  and  of  mother's  milk  being  exhibited 
in  large  test-tubes,  from  which  one  sees  at  a  glance  how 
much  the  one  differs  from  the  other,  and  a  simple  explana- 
tion by  Dr.  Sommer  tells  how  the  cow's  milk  is  made  like 
the  mother's,  and  sold  to  the  public  in  an  aseptic  condition 
at  4rf.  a  pint.  One  cannot  miss  this  exhibit,  as  it  is  dis- 
tinguished by  a  moving  figure  of  an  old  analyst  at  his  test- 
tubes. 

"Welford  &  Sons  (Limited)  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
Queen's  recent  recommendation  of  asses'  milk  to  bring  that 
product  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  profession.  Messrs. 
Welford  own  practically  the  only  herd  of  milch  asses  in 


London,  and  find  an  increasing  demand  for  the  milk.  We 
saw  a  photograph  of  one  of  the  asses  labelled  "  A  Lady  of 
High  Degree,  reserved  for  the  Heir  to  a  Dukedom." 

*  *  *  # 

Ingram  &  Boyle  (26  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.)  in- 
formed our  representative  that  they  are  sending  out  30,000 
sample  bottles  of  Hunyadi  water  to  medical  men,  which 
should  mean  a  good  deal  of  extra  business  in  this  aperient 
water.  Four  thousand  medical  men  will  also  receive  half- 
dozen  sample-cases  of  Vichy  water,  and  this  also  should 
lead  to  a  more  familiar  acquaintance  with  these  well-known 
mineral  waters. 

Callard  &  Co.  have  an  exhibit  of  invalid-food  speciali- 
ties, and  are  showing  by  the  iodine- test  that  starch  is 
entirely  absent  from  their  gluten  bread. 

Fleming's  Oil  and  Chemical  Company  are  showing 
their  campbylene  preparatioos,  which  included  a  recently- 
introduced  ammoniated  camphylene  cream  for  the  bath  and 
camphylene  smellirjg-salts,  a  Is.  line. 

Cosenza  &  Co.  exhibit  Maggi's  consomme,  a  beef-tea  put 
up  in  gelatine  capsules. 

The  Valentine  Extract  Company  also  show  "  Valtine 
Meat  Globules  "  (a  beef  preparation  in  capsules).  This  firm 
supply  in  the  boxes  of  capsules  little  tablets  of  pepper  and 
salt  for  flavouring  the  bouillon. 

Scott  &  Bowne  (Limited)  are  not  frequent  visitors  at 
medical  exhibitions  in  this  country,  perhaps  because  they  have 
readied  through  the  public  a  larger  clientele  than  the  medical 
profession  is  likely  to  give  them.  Still,  they  are  there  now, 
with  a  good  exhibit  and  literature  for  medical  men.  One  of 
the  attendants  mentioned  to  us  as  an  instance  of  medical 
appreciation  of  Scott's  emulsion  that  at  least  a  third  of  the 
emulsion  sold  in  Spain  is  ordered  by  prescription  ;  and  that 
means  something,  for  there  is  a  Scott's  emulsion  factory  in 
Barcelona  as  well  as  in  London  and  New  York.  We  notice 
that  the  latest  report  on  the  emulsion  is  from  Dr.  T.  A.  Ell- 
wood,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  and  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  the  emulsion. 

Louis  P.  Casella  shows  a  number  of  interesting  scientific 
instruments,  one  of  the  latest  being  Bridges-Lee's  patent 
photo-theodolite,  which  is  in  all  respects  the  familiar  sur- 
veying-instrument, but  the  central  box  is  an  aluminium 
camera,  which  takes  a  half-plate  picture  of  the  place  viewed. 
It  is  a  clever  affair.  Amongst  other  instruments  we  picked 
on  the  Spencer  Pickering's  standard  evaporator,  which 
affords  a  simple  means  of  measuring  directly  the  volume  of 
water  evaporated  from  a  moist  surface  of  known  area.  The 
surface  consists  of  a  sheet  of  blotting-paper  100  mm.  by 
50  mm.,  held  vertically  by  means  of  a  movable  copper  frame 
in  a  vessel  of  water,  fitted  with  a  graduated  glass  side-tube. 
The  sheet  of  blotticg-paper  is  T-shaped,  the  cross  part  is 
the  evaporating  surface,  and  the  vertical  is  narrow,  and  dips 
into  the  water.  The  graduations  are  such  that  they  give  the 
number  of  units  of  volume  evaporated  per  unit  area  of  paper 
exposed.  It  is  a  simple  little  affair,  and  observations  with 
it  should  be  interesting,  as  well  as  valuable. 

*  *  *  * 

An  exhibition  without  Stower's  lime-juice  would  be  as  in- 
complete as  one  without  izal.  Both  are  there,  and  Newton, 
Chambers  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  a  new  izal-vaporiser  on 
show  which  attracts  interest,  besides  which  there  are  many 
points  worth  noting.  For  example,  a  letter  from  a  medical 
man  who  is  administering  izal  oil  instead  of  creosoted  oil 
into  the  lungs  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  with  excellent 
results.  The  Navy  Department  and  the  Nile  Expedition  now 
use  izal  as  a  disinfectant,  and  the  army,  as  well  as  other 
Government  departments,  have  given  the  makers  long  con- 
tracts, which  show  confidence  in  the  article  and  belief  in  its 
bactericidal  powers. 

Holloway's  Coca-wine  Company  make  an  attractive 
exhibit  of  their  specialities,  including  the  liqueur  coca- 
wine. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited),  Camden  Town,  N.W.,  have  an 
J  attractive  pile  of  syphon  goods,  representing  the  various 

kinds  of  waters  they  bottle.  Specimens  of  the  pure  tin 
'  water-mains  and  piping  used  in  the  factoiy  are  shown,  also 
l]  the  glass  tubiDg  employed  for  conveying  acidulated  waters 

to  the  filling-machines.  The  firm  are  introducing  a  syphon 
;  graduated  in  wineglassfuls,  intended  for  strictly  medicated 

aerated  waters.    Messrs.  Idris  are  in  a  position  to  fill  for 
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chemists  physicians'  prescriptions  when  they  are  ordered  to 
be  made  up  in  syphon  form.  Quinine,  salicylate  of  sodium, 
and  bismuth  citrate  are  some  of  the  forms  of  medicated 
aerated  waters  in  syphons  which  are  adapted  for  this  style. 

Lewis  &  Burrows  have  a  big  show  of  medicated  wines — 
"  Cocavin  "  and  "  Carnovin."  Mellin's  Food  (Limited) 
(Peckham,  S.E.)  show  their  Food,  Lacto-glycose,  Food- 
biscuits,  and  Cod  liver  Oil  Emulsion.  They  have  several 
novelties  in  advertising-matter,  one  very  attractive  and 
useful  item  being  a  mirror  with  a  supply  of  skin-plaster  at 
the  back.  A  plaster  cast  of  a  stork's  nest  with  child  seated 
on  the  edge  sucking  Mellin's  food  from  a  bottle  makes  a 
good  window-attraction ;  it  is  given  away  with  orders  for  one 
gross  of  the  2s.  6d.  size  food. 

Defries  &  Sons  show  the  Pasteur  (Chamberland)  filters, 
and  The  Berkefeld  Filter  Company  (121  Oxford  Street, 
W.)  the  Berkefeld  filters  so  well  known  to  our  readers  The 
attendant  at  the  latter  stand  informed  us  that  the  Berkefeld 
filters  were  used  during  the  Soudan  campaign,  and  so  effec- 
tively that  enteric  fever  had  disappeared  from  the  Egyptian 
camps. 

The  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Company  (10  Mark  Lane)  and 
The   First    Swiss   Alpine    Milk    Exporting  Company 

(3  Laurence  Pountney  Hill,  E  C.)  show  their  brands  of  con- 
densed milks.  The  latter  firm  make  a  speciality  of  un- 
sweetened milk.  Henri  Nestle'  (48  Cannon  Street,  E.C.) 
also  shows  coudensed  milk,  and  a  new  one — the  "Viking" 
milk — which  is  unsweetened.  Nestle's  food  is  also  there. 
Cadbury  Brothers  emphasise  the  purity  of  their  cocoa, 
which  we  noted  last  week. 

Peacock's  Ovaline  Soap  Company  (Limited)  make  a 
good  exhibit  of  "  tbe  only  soap  prepared  with  yolk  of  egg," 
and  the  girl  who  attends  it  has  an  ornithological  display,  the 
cackling  and  crowing  of  which  attracts  many  a  one. 
Messrs.  L.  Rose  &  Co.'s  lime-juice  and  lime-juice  cordial 
are  effectively  shown.  So  is  Horlick's  Malted  Milk ;  and 
the  Kollox  Wine  Company  have  blended  the  ox  and  coca 
together  to  make  another  "medicated  wine."  We  have  to 
add  Down  Brothers  to  the  list  of  surgical  exhibitors  and 
Bovril  (Limited)  to  the  food -specialists.  The  latter  are  not 
showing  any  new  departures,  except  at  Bristol,  where  they 
have  recently  opened  a  branch,  which  is  doing  well. 

*  *  *  * 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  make  anti-diphtheritic  serum  in 
Detroit,  send  it  over  to  London  in  litre  flasks,  and  it  is 
examined  here  by  Dr.  Sims  Woodhead  as  to  potency,  and 
divided  in  single  doses  under  Dr.  Woodhead's  supervision.  This 
is  a  smart  arrangement ;  it  gives  local  authority  to  the  article, 
and  each  dose  of  the  antitoxin  gets  the  highest  guarantee 
that  England  can  afford.  P.,  D.  &  Co.  make  serum  which  is 
equivalent  to  1,750  antitoxin  units  per  c.c.  This  is  now  a 
big  branch  of  their  business.  They  are  also  showing  a  new 
hypodermic  case  with  ten  tubes  of  tablets  and  two  sealed 
flasks  of  aseptic  ergot.  Each  flask  contains  a  dose  (1  c.c). 
The  firm  put  up  other  hypodermics  in  this  aseptic  style. 
Nuclein  solution  is  a  strong  point  in  the  exhibit,  for  the 
firm  are  pushing  it  vigorously  just  now.  This  is  a  develop- 
ment of  Dr.  de  Backer's  theory  as  to  yeast  treatment — that  is 
to  say,  nuclein  solution  is  prepared  from  yeast,  because  it  is 
one  of  the  best  sources  of  nucleinic  acid,  and  of  this  a  5-per- 
cent, solution  is  used  hypodermically  in  treating  tuberculosis, 
pneumonia,  typhoid,  pleuritis,  &c.  It  is  being  well  tried. 
The  P.,  D.  &  Co.  exhibit  is  smaller  than  last  year,  but  is  just 
as  attractive. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  W.  H.  Bailey  &  Son's  stand. 
The  latest  thing  that  they  show  is  an  abdominal  belt  of  the 
"  Verilite  "  class  of  surgical  appliances  which  they  intro- 
duced a  few  years  ago.  The  "  Verilite  "  belt  is  an  excellent 
thing  for  summer  wear,  being  made  of  a  strong  gauze  with 
large  mesh,  which  permits  ample  circulation  to  air  and 
perspiration,  while  the  belt  is  so  constructed  as  to  give  good 
support.  The  firm  are  making  a  speciality  just  now  of  ward- 
tables  (metal  framework  and  plate-glass  shelves)  of  an  in- 
expensive yet  substantial  nature. 

Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  from  their  new 
quarters  on  the  Thames  Embankment,  send  chiefly  pala- 
tinoids,  including  several  examples  of  tri-palatinoids,  these 
having  a  double  septum  in  the  interior,  and  enclosing,  e.g., 
sodium  carbonate  and  ferrous  sulphate  (to  form  Blaud's 
pill)  and  bone-marrow.  This  particular  tri-palatinoid  is  now 
being  much  used  in  the  treatment  of  acremia.    The  tri- 


palatinoid  is  becoming  quite  a  common  method  for  adminis- 
tering three  drugs  at  a  time.  The  firm  have  just  added  to 
their  list  several  combinations  familiar  to  the  Edinburgh 
school  of  treatment,  e.g.,  the  triple  syrup,  and  they  make  a 
special  feature  at  this  exhibition  of  gynecological  medicines, 
amongst  these  being  Dr.  MacNaughton  Jones's  well-known 
tablet,  so  made  that  it  retains  its  disintegrating-power  lor 
years. 

Hall's  Wine  and  other  medicated  wines  are  displayed 
with  exceptional  good  taste  by  Stephen  Smith  &  Co. 
(Limited). 

*  *  ♦  * 

Murvine  Syndicate  (Limited)  exhibit  marvine  gcloids, 
which  we  were  told  are  forging  ahead.  Medical  men  are 
recognising  the  advantages  of  this  palatable  "  meat  and 
fruit "  lozenge. 

Cooper  &  Co.  (Gloucester  Road,  South  Kensington,  B.W.) 
have  a  most  interesting  exhibit  from  a  pharmaceutical  point 
of  view.  The  "  Oxycarbonatcd  "  mineral  waters  (impregnated 
with  a  mixture  of  oxygen  and  carbonic-acid  gas)  are  shown 
in  great  variety.  These  waters,  put  up  in  handsome  syphons 
with  porcelain-lined  tubes,  include  all  the  newer  remedies 
such  as  lycetol,  lvsidine,  phenocoll  and  piperazine,  as  well  as 
the  old  favourites  such  as  lithia.  Ten  per  cent,  of  the 
aerating-gases  is  oxygen,  and  the  combination  appears  to  be 
highly  appreciated,  the  waters  (which  are  sold  at  the  same 
prices  as  high-class  aerated  waters)  having  quite  a  run  in  the 
West-end.  Oxygen  is  now  an  established  addition  to 
materia  medica,  and  this  fact  gives  point  to  Messrs.  Cooper's 
novelty.  Among  their  other  exhibits  were  several  typical 
galenicals,  the  glycerophosphates,  "  globules"  (soft  gelatine 
capsules),  and  cachoids — a  new  flexible  cachet. 

Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company  (Limited)  have 
a  big  display  of  their  preparations.  "  Branalcane,"  an  appli- 
cation for  diphtheria,  is  having  quite  a  run  just  now.  Jeyes' 
soluble  fluid,  which  is  especially  recommended  for  sterilising 
surgical  instruments,  and  the  10  per-cent.  creolin  surgical 
soap  were  being  brought  prominently  to  the  notice  of  medical 
men. 

Nutroa  Food,  which  is  being  increasingly  used  in  hos- 
pitals, is  on  show,  and  Vejos  (Limited)  have  a  large  space 
in  the  exhibition,  and  are  giving  away  tasting-samples  of 
their  extremely  interesting  product. 

E.  Beanea  &  Co.  have  an  exhibit  of  diastased  farina,  a 
self  digesting  but  not  pre-digested  food.  In  the  process  of 
cooking  the  insoluble  starch  is  converted  into  erythrodextrin 
by  the  diastase  present  in  the  food. 

Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited)  make  a 
pretty  exhibit  of  their  popular  extract  and  of  peptarnis. 

Frank  A.  Rogers  provides  us  with  the  solitary  article 
worth  illustrating,  or 
which  we  have  not 
previously  illustrated. 
This  is  the  No.  1 
spray,  made  so  that 
it  can  be  used  for  the 
nose  or  throat  with- 
out alteration.  He 
also  supplies  a  stand 
containing  bottles  for 
half-a-dozen  spray- 
solutions  and  holder 
for  the  spray-pro- 
ducer in  the  centre. 
Several  other  novel- 
ties in  this  line  are 
shown,  as  well  as 
Mr. Rogers'  hypoderm- 
ules. 

B.  Kuhn  shows 
all  kinds  of  chinosol 
compounds,  which 

nowadays  include  tooth-powder,  liquid  dentifrice,  and  other 
toilet  preparations.  A  clever  idea  was  exhibited  by 
Messrs.  W.  A.  S.  Benson  &  Co. — viz  ,  "  jacketed  "  jugs, 
teapots,  and  the  like.  These  are  made  with  a  liner, 
separated  from  the  outer  body  or  jacket  by  insulating- 
material,  E o  that  heat  pas  es  very  slowly  from  or  to  the  con- 
tents.   Thus  boiling  water  in  the  pint  size  takes  one  hour  to 
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cool  to  185°,  and  after  five  hours  the  water  is  still  about 
100°  F.  The  2-gal.  size  keeps  its  contents  warm  for  about 
twelve  hours.  The  teapots,  of  course,  need  no  cosy,  and  it 
is  obvious  that  for  infusions  one  could  not  wish  for  a  better 
thing.  The  jugs  are  made  of  copper,  and  some  are  electro- 
plated.   The  pint  size  sells  at  9s. 

Fairchild  Brothers  &  Poster  confine  their  exhibit  chiefly 
to  three  articles,  which  they  are  pushing  vigorously  in  this 
country  as  well  as  in  America.  One  of  these — an  old  favourite, 
Pepsencia — we  may  pass  over  with  the  remark  that  it  con- 
tains all  the  constituents  of  the  gastric  juice  in  liqueur  form, 
yet  so  active  that  it  is  used  for  making  curds  and  whey,  as 
well  as  for  an  after-dinner  "  nip."  Panopepton  might  be 
called  "liquid  sandwiches,''  as  it  represents  the  entire 
assimilable  substance  of  beef-aud-bread  prepared  by  peptoni- 
satioD,  and  exhibited  as  a  pleasant  liquor.  Lastly,  there 
comes  their  peptogenic  milk-powder,  a  rational  development 
of  their  peptonising-powders,  and  representing  all  that  the 
mother  requires  to  add  to  stated  proportions  of  cow's  milk, 
cream,  and  hot  water  in  order  to  make  a  fluid  of  the  same 
composition  as  mother's  milk.  These  specialities  are  con- 
stantly being  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  medical 
men,  so  that  it  will  pay  chemists  to  stock  them. 

J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.  have  an  exhibit  of  surgical 
dressings,  ligatures,  and  sutures.  They  are  also  showing 
chloroform  and  ether  of  special  purity  for  anesthetic 
purposes,  and  Forret's  milk-steriliser  for  sterilising  milk  in 
small  quantities. 

Zimmer  &  Co.,  in  addition  to  their  respirators  for  the  use 
of  workmen  in  dusty  trades,  are  showing  asbestos  garments, 
which  they  recommend  for  the  wear  of  workmen  when  ex- 
posed to  great  heat  at  furnaces  and  kilns,  and  also  a  new 
hood  respirator  for  use  where  there  are  poisonous  fumes.  A 
current  of  air  is  conveyed  to  the  wearer  by  means  of  an  air- 
bellows. 

Amongst  other  exhibits  are  Condal  water,  several  whiskies, 
and  things  that  are  of  greater  interest  to  the  nursing- 
fraternity  than  to  the  drug-trade. 

The  exhibition  closes  to-day  (Friday).  It  opens  at  2  P.M., 
and  is  kept  open  until  10  p.m.  There  is  music  most  of  the 
time.    Chemists  passing  that  way  should  certainly  drop  in. 


Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.G. 


Abney,  W.  de  W.,  &c.  The  Barnet  Booh  of  Photography  :  a 
Collection  of  Practical  Articles.  8h  x  5|.  Pp.  288.  Is. 
{Lund.) 

Chavasse's  Advice  to  a  Mother  on,  the  Management  of  her 
Children.  By  George  Carpenter.  15th  ed.  7  x  4£.  Pp.  442. 
3s.  6d. ;  swd.,  2s.  6d.  (Churchill.) 

Chavasse's  Advice  to  a  Wife.  Edited  by  Fancourt  Barnes, 
M.D.    14th  ed.    2s.  6d,  (Churchill.) 

Complete  System  of  Nursing.  Ed.  by  Honnor  Morten.  Is,  x  4£. 
Pp.  412.    7s.  6d.  net.  (Low.) 

De  Graffigny,  H.  Industrial  Electricity.  From'  the  French, 
■ed.  by  A.  G.  Elliott.    7  x  4^.    Pp.  160.    2s.  6d.  (Whittaker.) 

Explosives  Act,  1875  :  List  of  Explosives.  January  1,  1898. 
Is.  Gd.    (Eyre  &  S.) 

Flint,  S.  W.  Schedule  D,  and  How  to  Deal  With  It.  A  guide 
for  traders  in  making  income-tax  returns,  &c.  4|  x  6J.  Is. 
{Effingham  Wilson.) 

Harrison,  W.'J.  Photography  for  All.  4th  ed.  7,^x4^.  Pp. 
178.    Limp.    Is.  net.  (Iliffe.) 

Howe,  J.  L.  Bibliography  of  the  Metals  of  the  Platinum 
Group  :  Platinum,  Palladium,  Iridium,  Rhodium,  Osmium, 
Ruthenium,  1748-1896.    8vo.    Pp.  318.    6s.  net.  (Wesley.) 

Jude,  B.  H.  First  Stage  Magnetism  and  Electricity  (treated 
from  the  Standpoint  of  Potential  and  Potential-gradient). 
1\  x  4i    Pp.  358.    2s.  (Clive.) 

Metric  Equivalents  of  Imperial  Weights  and  Measures  and 
Thermometric  Equivalents.  9  x  llf,  '  Is.  6d.  net.  {Pharma- 
ceutical Journal  office.) 


Xeaal  *Keport0, 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT 

Judge  Addison's  Views. 

At  Soufhwark  County  Court  on  May  25,  before  Judge 
Addison,  Q.C.,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
sued  Gilbert  Fennell,  an  unregistered  assistant,  to  recover 
5^.,  penalty  incurred  by  him  for  selling  oxalic  acid,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Grey,  who  represented  the  Society,  said  the 
defendant  was  an  assistant  employed  at  a  chermst's  shop, 
179  Westminster  Bridge  Road,  the  name  on  the  facia  of 
which  was  Francis  Hicks  &  Co.  The  owner  also  carried  on 
a  business  at  Piccadilly  Circus.  An  agent  of  the  Society 
visited  the  Westminster  Bridge  Road  premises  and  asked  for 
a  pennyworth  of  oxalic  acid,  with  which  he  was  served  by 
the  defendant,  who  appeared  to  be  the  only  person  in  charge 
of  the  shop.  It  was  afterwards  analysed  and  found  to  be 
practically  pure  acid  in  crystals,  the  quantity  being  190  gr. 
Counsel  formally  put  in  the  register,  which  did  not  contain 
the  defendant's  name.  Evidence  was  given  beaiing  out  coun- 
sel's statement. 

The  defendant,  a  young  man,  who  was  not  legally  repre- 
sented, said  he  did  not  remember  the  purchase  being  made. 

His  Honour :  That  shows  how  common  the  practice  is. 

Continuing,  the  defendant  said  he  was  allowed  to  sell 
poisons  over  the  counter  when  his  master  was  present. 

His  Honour  expressed  surprise,  and  remarked  that  the 
presence  of  the  master  in  the  shop  would  not  make  him 
(defendant)  non-liable  to  a  penalty. 

Defendant,  in  answer  to  the  Judge,  said  he  had  nothing 
more  to  say. 

His  Honour  observed  that  the  defendant  was  hopelessly 
without  a  defence,  and  what  he  had  said  showed  how  com- 
mon the  dangerous  practice  was.  Had  he  power  to  alter  the 
penalty  he  would  not  lessen  it ;  there  would  be  judgment  for 
the  Society  for  51.  and  full  costs. 

During  the  course  of  the  case  his  Honour  remarked  that 
he  could  not  understand  why  in  this  country,  and  among  an 
enlightened  community,  patents  should  be  granted  for 
medicines.  Such  a  system  practically  made  legal  what  had 
been  made  illegal  by  Act  of  Parliament.  He  considered,  too, 
that  it  was  a  barbarous  thing  that  people  should  be  allowed  to 
employ  hieroglyphics  in  prescriptions.  They  should  be 
obliged  to  write  them  in  plain  English  so  that  one  could  see 
what  medicines  were  being  given  them. 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT  (IRELAND). 

At  Castlebellingham  Petty  Sessions,  on  May  26,  a  series  of 
prosecutions  at  the  suit  of  Sergeant  McDonagh  against 
Mr.  James  Gannon  and  Mr.  S.  Butterley,  shopkeepers  in  the 
village,  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  were  heard.  There  were 
four  summonses  against  Mr.  Gannon  and  three  against  Mr. 
Butterley.  Each  defendant  was  summoned  for  keeping  open 
shop  for  retailing  and  dispensing  poisons,  and  both  were 
also  summoned  for  selling  a  poisonous  compound  containing 
carbolic  acid,  known  as  McDougall's  sheep-dip.  Mr.  Gannon 
was  also  summoned  for  dispensing,  he  not  being  properly 
qualified ;  and,  further,  for  selling  poison — viz.,  carbolic 
acid — without  having  his  name  and  address  on  the  bottle 
containing  said  poison,  as  required  by  the  Act.  Mr.  Butterley 
was  also  summoned  for  selling  a  poisonous  compound  con- 
taining morphine — viz  ,  Medcalf's  cough  syrup  and  elixir— 
and  without  having  his  name  and  address  labelled  on  the 
bottle  containing  said  poisonous  compound.  The  facts  were 
admitted,  but  the  Magistrates  found  a  difficulty  in  deciding 
upon  them,  as  Sergeant  McDocagh  contended  that  the 
minimum  fine  must  be  51.  in  each  case,  making  a  total  of 
201.  fines  on  one  defendant  and  151.  on  the  other.  Mr. 
Gannon,  solicitor  for  Mr.  James  Gannon,  contended  against 
this,  and,  while  the  Court  was  deliberating,  a  telegram  was 
received  from  Mr.  Dickie,  solicitor,  Dundalk,  stating  that  he 
was  engaged  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Butterley,  but  was 
unable  to  attend,  having  to  appear  before  another  County 
Court,  and,  as  a  nice  point  of  law  was  involved,  he  asked 
the  Bench  to  adjourn  the  cases  againsi  Mr.  Butterley.  The 
Bench  adjourned  all  the  cases. 


914 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Jim:  4,  1808 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Is  Lime-water  Liable  to  Decomposition  ? 

On  May  27.  at  the  Thames  Police  Court,  before  Mr.  Mead, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  appeared  to  an 
adjourned  summons  taken  out  by  the  inspector  to  the  Poplar 
Board  of  Works  for  selling  lime-water  alleged  to  have  been 
adulterated.  Mr.  Glyu-Jones  had  raised  the  point  that  lime- 
water,  being  an  article  liable  to  decomposition,  the  analyst's 
certificate  should  have  stated  that  fact,  as  required  by  the 
schedule.  The  case  had  been  adjourned  for  the  attendance 
of  the  analyst. 

The  solicitor,  Mr.  G.  H.  Young,  having  explained  to  the 
Magistrate  how  the  case  stood,  said  he  now  proposed  to  call 
the  analyst  to  prove  that  the  lime-water  had  not  decom- 
posed, but  that  it  was  in  the  same  condition  as  when  it  was 
sold. 

"  No,"  said  the  Magistrate ;  "  you  must  not  do  that.  The 
defendant's  contention  amounts  to  this — that  the  certificate 
was  not  a  proper  one,  because  it  did  not  state  what  condition 
the  article  was  in,  lime-water  being  liable  to  decomposition. 
That  is  a  good  plea :  the  case  of  Watts  decided  that  the 
condition  of  the  article  should  be  stated — it  was  a  margarine 
case  which  was  proceeded  with  as  butter.  If  lime-water  is 
liable  to  decomposition  the  certificate  must  follow  that 
decision.  Section  8  of  the  Act  does  not  apply  to  this  case, 
but  Section  12  of  the  other  Act  does,  and  the  object  is  to 
prevent  the  prosecutor  rushing  in  and  forcing  a  case.  The 
defendant's  contention  is  that  there  is  no  certificate  in  this 
case,  the  certificate  produced  being  invalid." 

Mr.  Young  said  he  could  not  contradict  the  defendant's 
statement  without  calling  evidence  of  purchase,  and  the 
analyst  to  prove  the  quality  of  the  article  purchased. 

Mr.  Mead  objected  to  any  evidence  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
article,  stating  that  in  a  case  in  which  he  had  appeared,  the 
Quarter  Sessions  had  said  the  certificate  was  informal,  and 
when  he  wished  to  call  the  analyst  the  Court  said,  "  No  ;  the 
certificate  is  a  condition  precedent,  and  that  must  be  dis- 
posed of  first." 

After  some  further  discussion,  however,  the  Magistrate 
consented  to  hear  evidence  as  to  lime-water  being  an  article 
liable  to  decomposition.  The  inspector  (Mr.  Bullock)  there- 
fore proved  the  purchase.  The  defendant  cross-examined 
him  severely  in  order  to  show  the  Bench  that  the  division  of 
the  sample  was  improperly  done,  the  analyst's  third  going 
into  a  10-oz.  bottle,  the  purchaser's  into  a  12-cz..  and  the 
remainder  was  left  in  the  wine-bottle,  each  being  in  a 
corked  bottle  with  an  air-space  which  would  favour  decom- 
position. 

Mr.  William  Charles  Young,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  analyst  for 
Poplar  and  other  places,  was  asked  as  to  the  results  of  his 
analysis. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  objected  that  this  was  foreign  to  the 
question  of  the  formality  of  the  certificate,  but  the 
Magistrate  allowed  the  witness  to  proceed.  He  stated  that 
he  found  lime  in  the  sample  in  the  proportion  of  0  73  gr. 
calcium  hydrate  per  10  oz.,  a  deficiency  of  85  per  cent.  The 
bottle  was  perfectly  sealed,  and  no  change  had  occurred  in 
the  lime-water,  which,  he  added,  is  a  stable  article.  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  cross-examined  him  on  the  details  of  the  testing, 
with  the  object  of  showing  that  the  new  B.P.  had  not  been 
followed,  although  it  had  come  into  force  on  the  day  the 
purchase  was  made.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  1885  B.P. 
method  was  used,  but  the  analyst  had  corroborated  the 
oxalic-acid  titration  with  deoinormal  sulphuric  acid  as  a 
precaution.  He  again  maintained  that  lime-water  is  not 
liable  to  decomposition,  whereupon  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  re- 
ferred him  to  Attfield's  "  Chemistry."  Squire's  "Companion." 
and  the  B  P.,  and  he  gave  way  on  that  point,  but  explained 
to  the  Bench  that  if  a  gallon  bottle  contained  only  a  pint  of 
lime-water  kept  under  the  same  circumstances  as  his  sample, 
and  there  was  very  foul  air  in  the7-pint  space,  not  more  than 
■f-  gr.  of  lime  in  the  pint  of  water  (containing  10  gr.)  would 
combine  with  the  carbonic-acid  gas  in  the  air. 

The  Magistrate :  Then  you  say  that  the  decomposition 
would  in  the  worst  of  circumstances  be  infinitesimal  ? 

Witness :  Quite  so. 

In  further  cross-examination,  witness  admitted  that  the 
action  of  air  reduced  the  strength  of  lime-water,  and  it  was 
easy  to  tell  when  the  water  was  decomposed.  "How  sol" 
asked  the  Magistrate.    "  It  gets  milky,"  replied  the  analyst, 


"  and  the  carbonate  formed  deposits  on  the  sides  of  the 
bottle."  He  also  explained  to  the  Bench  the  nature  of  the 
decomposition,  showing  that  it  differs  from  decomposition  of 
milk  and  butter. 

The  Magistrate:  Does  decomposition  of  lime-water  alter 
the  method  of  analysis  .' — No. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  addressing  the  Bench,  submitted  that 
lime-water  was  one  of  the  most  delicate  of  pharmaceutical 
solutions,  and  one  of  the  most  liable  to  change,  which  was 
why  the  Pharmacopeia  gave  special  directions  for  its 
preservation.  Although  so  liable  to  decomposition,  the 
inspector  had  violated  the  conditions  for  its  preservation  by 
the  way  he  divided  the  pnrchase. 

The  Magistrate  asked  Mr.  Jones  if  he  would  give  evidence, 
and  he  stepped  to  the  witness-box.  He  deposed  that  when 
he  pot  the  summons  he  tested  the  shop-bottle,  and  found  the 
lime-water  to  be  of  full  strength.  He  explained  how  lime- 
water  is  made,  showing  that  there  could  be  no  question  of 
fraud  in  the  matter.  The  Magistrate  asked  him  if  he  was 
serious  in  saying  that  the  shaking  up  of  the  sample  would 
account  for  the  deficiency,  and  told  him  to  look  at  the 
reserve  sample.  Mr.  Jones  admitted  that  it  was  clear,  but 
maintained  that  that  did  not  alter  the  fact  that  lime-water 
is  an  article  liable  to  decomposition.  In  cross-examination 
by  Mr.  Young,  he  said  he  had  analysed  his  reserve  sample, 
and  found  it  to  be  50  per  cent,  deficient.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  analyst  that  the  decomposition  of  lime-water  was 
of  the  same  nature  as  the  weakening  of  brandy  by  evapora- 
tion of  alcohol.    He  called  as  a  witness 

Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  who  said  it  was  well  known  in  the 
drug-trade  that  lime-water  became  weak  on  keeping  through 
absorption  of  carbonic-acid  gas.  In  that  sense  it  was  liable 
to  decomposition;  but  it  did  not  decompose  in  the  same 
sense  as  milk,  butter,  and  flesh.  The  Magistrate  questioned 
the  application  of  the  term  "decomposition"  to  inorganic 
substances,  and  asked  if  the  word  was  used  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. Witness  could  not  state  offhand,  but  said  the 
alteration  of  an  active  ingredient  by  chemical  change  was 
spoken  of  as  a  decomposition.  In  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  air 
split  up  the  active  principle,  and  the  spirit  became  weaker  ; 
in  lime-water  the  carbonic  acid  of  the  air  combined  with  the 
calcium  hydrate,  and  the  water  became  weaker  to  the  extent 
of  the  combination.  "Would  that  alter  the  method  of 
analysis  ? "  asked  the  Magistrate.— Not  if  you  keep  out  the 
carbonate. 

Is  that  sample  [reserve  one]  decomposed  ?— Very  slightly. 
As  much  as  to  account  for  85  per  cent,  deficiency? — No 
Mr.  William  Johnston  was  t he  next  witness.  He  said  it 
was  not  possible  for  the  sample  to  reach  the  analyst  exactly 
in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  sold.  He  explained  that 
the  B.P.  directions  strictly  followed  did  not  give  a  lime- 
water  of  full  strength,  and  that  there  was  great  difficulty  in 
keeping  it  so  after  it  was  obtained.  He  considered  the 
article  one  specially  liable  to  decomposition,  but,  like  the 
other  witnesses,  was  confronted  by  the  Magistrate  with 
the  wine-bottle,  in  which  he  saw  no  evidence  of  decompo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Pearce  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Jones,  assistants  to  defendant,  were 
then  called,  and  gave  evidence  as  to  manufacture,  admitting 
in  cross-examination  that  it  was  not  tested  before  it  was  sent 
out. 

Mr.  Mead,  in  giving  his  decision,  pointed  ont  that  the 
schedule  to  the  Act  apparently  intended  that  the  expression 
"liable  to  decomposition"  should  refer  to  "any  change 
in  the  constitution  of  the  article  that  would  interfere  with 
the  analysis."  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  certificate  was  a 
condition  precedent,  and  if  the  certificate  was  informal  in 
law,  there  was  no  certificate,  therefore  no  case.  The  defen- 
dant said  the  certificate  was  informal,  because  lime-water 
was  an  article  liable  to  decomposition.  The  analyst  ha:l 
agreed  that  lime-water  does  decompose,  but  the  sche- 
dule to  the  Act  showed  that  the  article  should  not 
only  be  liable  to  decomposition,  but  that  the  decompo- 
sition should  be  such  as  to  interfere  with  ordinary  analysis. 
There  was  no  evidence  that  that  had  occurred  ;  the  change 
to  which  the  article  was  liable  was  such  that  the  analyst 
could  easily  have  seen  when  he  received  the  sample  if  it  had 
decomposed.  Therefore,  notwithstandingthe  evidence  which 
had  been  called,  -lie  found  that  the  article  to  whi'-h  the 
certificate  referred  was  substantially  the  article  sold  by  the 
defendant,  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  of 
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the  quality  wanted.  He  was,  at  the  same  time,  of  the 
opinion  that  there  was  no  fraud,  and  as  the  case  was  an 
important  one  the  fine  should  be  nominal — viz.  10s.  As  to 
costs, 

The  solicitor  asked  for  good  costs,  saying  that  it  was 
owing  to  defendant  that  the  case  had  been  adjourned. 

Defendant  objected  to  that.  He  had  his  witnesses  the 
last  day,  and  was  then  prepared  to  fight  the  matter  out. 

The  solicitor  retorted  that  Mr.  Jones  had  sprung  his 
defence  upon  them,  and  it  had  been  necessary  to  bring  the 
analyst. 

The  Magistrate  awarded  31.  3s.  costs,  adding,  "  Of  course, 
you  can  appeal,  Mr.  Jones,  either  to  the  Quarter  Sessions, 
where  the  whole  evidence  would  have  to  be  gone  into,  or  to 
the  High  Court  on  a  point  of  law." 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  I  should  like  to  appeal  on  the  question  of 
the  certificate. 

The  Magistrate  :  Well,  as  you  please ;  but  take  time  to 
consider  ;  you  have  seven  days. 


USING  A  DOCTOR'S  NAME. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  on  May  26  and  27,  Mr. 
Justice  Ridley  and  a  common  jury  were  engaged  in  hearing 
the  case  of  Dockrell  v.  Dougall,  which  was  an  action  brought 
by  Dr.  Morgan  Dockrell,  physician  to  the  St.  John's  Hospital 
for  Skin-diseases,  Leicester  Square,  against  Dr.  Dougall,  the 
inventor  of  a  new  mineral  water  named  "  Sallyco,"  sold  by 
the  "Sallyco"  Mineral  Water  Company  (Limited),  for  libel. 
The  alleged  libel  consisted  in  the  defendant  using  the 
plaintiff's  name  in  "  puffing  "  his  mineral  water,  and  an  in- 
junction was  asked  for  to  prevent  him  from  using  it  in 
future.  Dr.  Rlake  Odgers,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Brooke  Little 
were  counsel  for  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Witt,  Q.C.,  and  Mr. 
De  Witt  for  defendant. 

Dr.  Blake  Odgers  said  the  plaintiff  was  a  physician  of 
eminence.    He  had  found  that  an  unauthorised  use  had 
been  made  of  his  name,  that  it  had  been  circulated  in  an 
advertisement  of  this  mineral  water  without  his  knowledge 
and  consent,  and  in  a  manner  that  would  do  him  harm  in 
his  profession.    The  defendant  was  also  a  qualified  man,  but 
had  ceased  to  practise.    The  plaintiff  some  time  ago  was 
suffering  from  gout,  and  another  medical  man  recommended 
him  to  try   "  Sallyco."     He   found  it  contained  certain 
properties  which  would  do  people  in  a  certain  state  of 
body  good,  but  that  it  would  do  other  people  harm.    He,  as 
a  doctor,  thought  a  drink  of  the  kind  should  not  be  distri- 
buted to  the  public  without  medical  supervision,  and  he 
asked  defendant  to  tell  him  what  it  was  made  of.  He 
said    the  bottles  contained  ct    gr.  of  colchicine — which 
had  a  particular  action  on  the  kidneys  and  heart — and  also 
some  salicylate  of  soda — another  chemical  which  ought  not 
to  be  taken  into  the  system  except  in  very  small  quantities. 
If  one  had  to  take  colchicine,  it  would  be  a  good  way  to  take 
it  in  an  effervescing  drink.    Subsequently  defendant  asked 
him  how  he  was.    He  said  his  gout  was  better,  but  that  he 
had  been  taking  other  things  besides  "  Sallyco,"  and  could 
not  put  the  cure  down  to  that.    Some  months  afterwards  he 
was  horrified  to  find,  in  a  flaming  circular,  that  Dr.  Dockrell, 
of  St.  John's  Hospital,  and  other  eminent  physicians,  were 
prescribing  the  Sallyco  water  for  their  patients  as  "an 
habitual  drink,"  and  that  Dr.  Dockrell  said  that  "  nothing 
had  done  him  so  much  good  for  his  gout."    What  right, 
asked  counsel,  had  the  defendant  to  take  advantage  of  that 
conversation  and  publish  it  ?    It  was  against  the  etiquette  of 
the  medical  profession  for  medical  men  to  lend  their  names 
to  puffing  a  thing  like  that.    It  was  untrue  that  Dr.  Dockrell 
was  prescribing  the  water  as  an  habitual  drink.  Dr. 
Dockrell  never  did   so,  and  it  was  what  no  doctor  of 
eminence  would  do.     In  fact,    it    was    not    a  proper 
thing    to    be    taken  as    an    habitual    drink.     On  see- 
ing   the    circular    plaintiff  wrote   for    an  explanation. 
Defendant's  manager,  as  defendant  was  from  home,  wrote 
undertaking  to  send  out  no  more  circulars,  and  in  July  1897 
plaintiff  saw  defendant  and  complained  to  bim  that  he  had 
been  doing  a  thing  annoying  and  detrimental  to  him  in  his 
profession,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
hospital,  there  being  a  rule  which  prevented  anyone  con- 
nected with  the  institution  advertising  that  he  was  con- 
nected with  it.    Plaintiff  told  defendant  that  he  would 
bring  him  into  conflict  with  the  hospital  authorities,  and 


that  he  should  never  dream  of  advertising  "  Sallyco  "  as  an 
habitual  drink.  On  July  13  the  defendant  apologised,  and 
said  he  would  not  issue  any  more  circulars,  but  on  July  25 
plaintiff  got  another  advertisement  announcing  that  he 
prescribed  it  to  all  his  patients  as  an  habitual  drink,  and  that 
nothing  had  done  him  so  much  good  for  his  gout.  In 
reference  to  this  defendant's  solicitor  stated  that  the  bills 
had  been  sent  out  by  mistake  by  a  clerk  who  had  in  con- 
sequence been  dismissed,  and  that  it  was  positively  promised 
that  no  more  should  be  issued ;  but  in  October  there  was  a 
third  issue  of  the  circular,  accompanied  by  a  statement  and 
letter  to  the  effect  that  "Sallyco"  was  to  be  run  as  a 
company,  inviting  people  to  take  shares,  and  promising  them 
a  bonus  of  50  per  cent.  The  statement  about  Dr.  Dockrell 
prescribing  it  to  his  patients  "  as  an  habitual  drink "  was 
again  reported.  An  injunction  was  applied  for  from 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  who  said  the  case  should  be  tried 
before  a  jury  to  ascertain  if  it  was  a  libel.  He  should  also 
leave  it  to  the  jury  to  award  such  damages  as  they  thought 
fit,  and  if  they  gave  him  a  verdict  he  should  ask  his 
Lordship  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  defendant  from 
using  plaintiff's  name  in  future  in  connection  with  "Sallyco." 

His  Lordship  :  You  do  not  say  that  the  unauthorised  use 
of  a  man's  name  is  a  libel.  The  mere  fact  of  using  a  man's 
name  cannot  give  you  any  right  to  bring  an  action  for 
libel. 

Dr.  Odgers  said  that  under  certain  circumstances  if  a  man 
used  his  name  he  could  have  him  restrained  from  doing  so. 
He  had  cases  bearing  on  the  point. 

The  plaintiff,  in  his  evidence,  said  that  what  had  been 
done  was  likely  to  affect  his  practice.  His  patients  were 
largely  sent  by  doctors  from  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Thus  it  would  injure  him  pecuniarily,  and  it  would  also  injure 
him  socially.  There  was  in  the  profession  a  great  inclination  to 
boycott  consultants  who  attached  their  names  to  anything 
like  testimonials  or  a  puff  direct.  If  he  had  authorised  the 
use  of  his  name  in  connection  with  "  Sallyco  "  it  might  have 
brought  him  within  the  clutches  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  who,  if  they  thought  he  had  been  guilty  of  infamous 
conduct,  could  remove  him  from  the  medical  register.  It 
would  be  infamous  conduct  on  his  part  to  prescribe  the 
habitual  use  of  the  drink. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Witt,  Q.C.,  he  admitted  that 
a  person  would  have  to  drink  six  bottles  a  day  before  he  got 
the  usual  prescribed  dose  of  colchicine.  He  had  known 
many  cases  of  persons  who  drank  six  bottles  of  aerated- 
water  a  day. 

Mr.  Witt:  Without  anything  in  it?— Witness:  No. 
(Laughter.)  In  certain  cases  six  bottles  of  "  Sallyco  "  a  day 
would  do  harm. 

Did  you  yourself  drink  504  bottles  in  four  months  ?— I 
cannot  tell  you  the  exact  number,  but  I  was  under  a  course 
of  it  for  some  months ;  I  dare  say  I  did. 

You  look  very  well  on  it.  There  is  no  sign  of  collapse  ? 
— It  did  me  good,  certainly.    I  was  a  suitable  case  for  it. 

In  answer  to  his  Lordship  he  said  he  had  advised  his 
patients  to  take  "  Sallyco"  in  certain  cases  where  they  were 
suffering  from  uric  acid. 

In  answer  to  further  questions,  he  said  that  colchicine  was 
a  cumulative  poison.  He  never  told  defendant  that  he  could 
use  the  circulars  in  the  country. 

Re-examined :  Colchicine  would  do  barm  in  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  heart-trouble,  Bright's  disease,  and  lung- 
trouble,  and  would  be  especially  dangerous  if  given  as 
Apollinaris  or  other  waters  might  be  given  to  children. 

Evidence  was  given  as  to  the  distribution  of  circulars,  and 
Dr.  Costine,  of  the  St.  John's  Hospital,  Dr.  Horsley,  and  Dr. 
Sanson,  president  of  the  London  Medical  Society,  spoke  as 
to  the  harm'  from  a  professional  point  of  view  which  Dr. 
Dockrell  would  suffer  from  his  name  appearing  on  the 
circulars. 

Mr.  Witt,  Q.C.,  said  the  action  was  a  childish  one.  They 
all  knew  that  the  medical  profession  was  a  great  stickler  for 
etiquette.  If  the  paragraph  in  the  circular  was  a  "  puff  "  of 
Dr.  Dockrell,  he  could  understand  the  profession  objecting 
to  it ;  but  it  was  only  a  puff  of  Dr.  Dougall's  "  Sallyco." 
The  fact  that  he  consumed  504  bottles  of  it  in  a  few  months 
proved  that  he  thought  well  of  it.  The  whole  thing  was  a 
storm  in  a  teapot.  Who  thought  any  worse  of  Dr.  Dockrell, 
he  asked,  and  where  was  the  libel  1 

The  defendant  gave  evidence,  and  said  that  when  plaintiff 
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first  complained  of  the  circular  he  gave  instructions  to  have 
them  destroyed,  but  one  parcel  was  unfortunately  left  on  a 
shelf,  and  he  dismissed  his  clerk  for  the  omission.  He  had 
no  desire  to  injure  plaintiff,  his  sole  object  being  to  push 
"  Sallyco."  As  to  the  beverage  itself,  he  said  that  in  the 
process  of  manufacture  the  colchicine  was  deprived  of  all 
injurious  qualities.  The  reference  to  Dr.  Dockrell  was  put 
into  the  circular  by  his  manager.  He  simply  told  his 
manager  that  Dockrell  had  spoken  highly  of  the  water,  and 
on  the  strength  of  that  his  manager  put  Dr.  Dockrell's  name 
in  without  his  (defendant's)  authority. 

In  cross-examination,  he  said  he  had  used  the  name  of 
Dr.  Burnett,  physician  to  the  Duke  of  York,  without  his 
authority,  and  had  had  to  give  an  undertaking  to  discontinue 
using  it,  and  to  pay  the  costs.  He  considered  his  beverage 
suitable  for  all  constitutions.  He  himself  would  rather  miss 
his  breakfast  than  go  without  a  bottle  of  it  every  morning. 
(Laughter.)  He  also  took  it  with  whisky ;  and  wished  he 
had  some  now. 

His  Lordship :  You  must  wait  until  luncheon-time. 
(Laughter.) 

Dr.  Odgers  :  It  is  a  marvellous  drink. 

Witness  :  That  is  what  everybody  says.  (Renewed 
laughter.) 

Evidence  was  called  to  prove  that  colchicine  was  not  such 
a  deleterious  drug  as  had  been  suggested. 
Counsel  having  addressed  the  jury, 

His  Lordship,  in  summing  up,  said  the  main  question  they 
had  to  consider  was  whether  the  unauthorised  use  of  the 
plaintiff's  name  constituted  a  libel. 

After  a  lengthy  retirement,  the  jury  found  for  the  de- 
fendant, and  the  Judge  said  he  agreed  with  the  verdict. 
Further  arguments  as  to  the  law  were  reserved  until  next 
sittings. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASE. 

Commission  on  the  Sale  of  a  Chemist's  Business. 

At  the  Preston  County  Court  on  May  25,  before  Judge 
Coventry,  Mr.  Wm.  Chadwick,  chemist  and  druggist,  Reads 
Road,  Blackpool,  was  sued  by  Mr.  Wm.  Marshall,  auctioneer, 
Preston,  for  24/.  Is.  6<i,  being  commission  on  the  sale  of 
defendant's  business  in  Talbot  Square,  Blackpool. 

In  his  evidence  plaintiff  stated  that  he  received  instruc- 
tions from  defendant  to  sell  his  business  in  Talbot  Square. 
He  advertised  the  shop  for  sale,  and  applicants  were  sent  to 
Mr.  Chadwick.  Among  those  who  replied  was  Mr.  Ashton, 
who  eventually  became  the  purchaser. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that  Mr.  Chadwick 
simply  mentioned  the  matter  to  plaintiff  in  a  casual  way, 
remarking  that  if  he  could  find  a  purchaser  he  would  pay 
him  commission.  The  matter  was  also  mentioned  to  Messrs. 
Beaumont  &  Newsholme,  auctioneers,  who  likewise  adver- 
tised the  sale.  Mr.  Ashton  saw  the  plaintiff,  but  communi- 
cated with  Messrs.  Beaumont  &,  Newsholme  also,  with  whom 
he  continued  to  treat  until  a  sale  was  effected. 

His  Honour  said  that  if  the  purchaser  had  been  intro- 
duced to  the  seller  by  plaintiff,  the  latter  he  thought  would 
be  entitled  to  commission  whether  he  had  anything  to  do 
with  subsequent  proceedings  or  not.  He  saw  no  reason, 
however,  to  disbelieve  the  purchaser's  statement  that 
plaintiff  did  not  introduce  him,  so  gave  judgment  for  the 
defendant. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Be  Robert  A.  Jessop,  The  Limes,  Frisinghall,  Bradford. 
This  bankrupt,  now  a  restaurant  proprietor,  appeared  for 
examination  at  the  Bradford  Bankruptcy  Court  on  May  25. 
The  liabilities  were  put  down  at  1  469/.  12s.  10rf.,  and  the 
assets  nil.  The  debtor  commenced  business  in  Bradford  with 
150/.  capital  as  a  dealer  in  medicated  wine.  Three  years 
later  the  business  was  sold  to  a  medicated-wine  company  for 
6.000Z.,  of  which  3,000/.  was  in  cash  and  the  rest  in  shares. 
The  debtor  invested  the  money  in  Goodall's  Drug  Company, 
a  concern  mainly  promoted  by  the  debtor.  Both  businesses 
were  sold  to  the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited), 
for  14,000/.    Of  this  sum  debtor  had  7,000/.,  which  he 


invested  in  the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society,  and  was  sub- 
sequently appointed  manager  to  the  company.  He  resigned  his 
position  in  1896,  and  since  that  time  the  company  had  gone 
into  liquidation.  In  1897  debtor's  wife  purchased  a  business 
in  Wakefield  Road,  but  this  was  afterwards  sold  to  "Jessop's 
Stores  (Limited)."  To  that  company  he  was  still  acting  as 
manager.  He  was  insured,  he  said,  for  7,500/,  but  the 
premiums  had  been  paid  by  his  wife,  who  had  purchased 
them  by  paying  off  his  overdraft  at  the  Craven  Bank. 
Debtor  said  he  bought  shop  businesses  in  Park  Lane  and 
White  Abbey,  Bradford,  and  sold  them  three  or  four  months 
ago  at  a  profit,  and  paid  the  amount— 500/. — away  for  debts 
which  he  had  owed.  400/.  was  paid  to  Thomas  Middleton.a 
pawnbroker,  of  Leeds,  for  money  lent.  He  held  no  interest 
now  in  any  of  the  companies  he  had  previously  been 
connected  with,  and  he  lost  the  money  invested  in  the 
Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited). 

By  Mr.  Wright,  who  appeared  for  the  petitioning  creditor : 
Have  you  not  been  keeping  your  carriage  '. 

Debtor:  Yes,  and  I  hope  we  shall  do  so  again.  I  only 
paid  for  keeping  the  carriage;  it  was  purchased  by  my  wife. 

You  have  had  a  rather  romantic  career,  Mr.  Jessop  ? — I 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  litigation,  if  you  call  that  romantic. 

Did  you  represent  in  1895  that  you  were  worth  20,000/.  .' — 
I  should  think  that  the  value  of  the  shares  I  held  was  from 
16,000/.  to  20.000/.  at  that  time. 

You  said  your  wife  was  a  lady  of  independent  means  ;  was 
she  not  borrowing  at  this  time  at  40  per  cent.  .' — She  was 
borrowing  in  order  to  lend  to  me. 

Does  it  not  require  some  explanation  that  whilst  you  were 
worth  20,000/.  your  wife  was  borrowing  at  the  rate  of  40 
per  cent.  1 — It  was  to  stop  litigation. 

The  Registrar  made  an  order  that  a  cash-account  be 
furnished  showing  the  debtor's  personal  expenditure  from 
1893.    The  examination  was  accordingly  adjourned. 


lie  Chas.  Wm.  Flack,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  High  Street, 
Stevenage,  Hertford. 
Herein  the  following  are  creditors: — 

£   s.  d. 

Boord  &  Son,  London    19  15  10 

Chaplin,  W.  H.  &  Co.,  London    39    5  8 

Collett,  Dodds  &  Co.,  London    10  12  6 

Flack,  Jas.,  Stevenage    400    0  0 

Hearon  &  Co.,  London   20  12  10 

Idris  it  Co.,  London    30    3  4 

Madgin,  C.  H.,  Stevenage   10    0  0 

O'clee,  Fk.,  Stevenage    18  15  0 

Page  &  Co.,  Ashwell,  Herts    11  17  0 

Reddie,  J.  H.,  King's  Lynn    200    0  0 

Russell,  Mrs.,  Stevenage   13    0  0 

Shelford,  Elizabeth,  Stevenage    43  15  0 

Smith,  Wm.,  Bishop  Stortford    37  15  6 

Bankers,  Hitchin   319    0  0 


Beeos  of  arrangement 


Coxon,  John  William,  tradiug  as  The  Soda  Supply  Company,  Cor- 
poration Quay,  Mill  Dam,  and  5  Blinkbtini  Terrace.  South  Shields,  at 
present  residing  at  5  Water  Street,  Manhattan,  New  York,  U.S.A., 
drysalter.  Trustee,  W.  Arthur  Smith,  Commercial  Chambers,  King 
Street,  South  Shields,  chartered  accountant.  Dated,  May  11 ;  filed. 
May  27  (filed  under  section  5,  Deed  of  Arrangement  Act).  Secured 
creditors,  256/.  5s. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  351/.  14s.  4'/. ;  estimate  1  net 
assets,  138/.  15s.   The  following  are  scheduled  os  creditors  : — 


£    I.  d. 

Bainbridge  &  Co.,  Newcastle   1000 

City  Packing  Company,  Newcastle     . .       . .       . .  24  0 

Cooney's  Manufacturing  Company,  Dublin  ..       . .  17   0  0 

Holme,  Dodsworth  &  Co.,  Newcastle   47   0  0 

Salt  Union  < Limited),  Middlesborough        ..       ..  3")    0  0 

United  Alkali  Company,  Liverpool   65   0  0 

Vilkie  &  Soames,  London    210  0 


Desborough,  James  George,  36  Renshaw  Street,  Greei 

Chester,  druggist.  Trustee,  George  W.  Davies,  27  Brazennosc  Street, 
Manchester,  accountant.  Dated,  May  23 ;  filed,  May  28.  Secured 
creditors,  1/.  13s. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  162/.  lis.  2d. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  75/.  17s.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors : — 


£  «.  d. 

Wall,  Oscar  (Trustee  of),  Manchester                       103  0  0 

Williams  &  Co.,  Manchester  10  0  0 

Wcolley,  James,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester..    15  0  0 
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Lees,  William  Henry,  trading  as  Lees  &  Co.,  18  and  20  St.  l'etersgate, 
and  Beauehamp  Street,  Stockport,  drysalter.  Trustee,  William  Bateman, 
Stockport,  I. A.  Dated,  May  26  ;  filed,  May  28  Liabilities  unsecured, 
942/.  14s. ;  estimated  net  assets,  360/.  15s.  lOd.  The  following  are 
scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Alexander,  W.  T.,  Manchester   26   0  0 

Barley,  S.  J.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Stroud  34  0 

Barton,  B.  M.,  &  Co.,  London  36  0 

Bluudell,  Spence& Co.  (Limited),  Hull        ..       ..146   0  0 

Card  well,  J.  L.,  &  Co.,  Manchester  15   0  0 

Faust  &  Co  ,  London   £7   0  0 

Gilmore  —  (rent)  110  0 

Gray,  W.,  Hull   19   0  0 

Hope  &  Douthwaite,  Manchester    83   0  0 

Kingston,  T.,  Sandbach  5)00 

Lees,  — ,  Stockport    50   0  0 

McNair,  J.  &  D.,  Glasgow    22   0  0 

Mathews,  J.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool    ..        ..       ..        ..    17    0  0 

Pakeinan,  W.,  Stockport , .       ..       ..       ..       ..    66   0  0 

Reimann,  Gutmaun  &  Co.,  London     ..       ..       . .    11    0  0 

Rigby,  Battcock  &  Co..  Loudon   70   0  0 

Rogers,  Dr.,  Stockport   20   0  0 

Skelton,  W.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham   11    0  0 

Tudor,  S.,&  Co.  (Limited),  Hull    56   0  0 


(3a3ette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Ainsworth,  J.,  Newell,  R.,  and  Ayrey,  A.,  under  the  style  of  The 
Preston  Paint  and  Yarnish  Company,  Preston,  wholesale  paint  and 
varnish  merchants  ;  so  far  as  regards  R.  Newell. 

Davis,  J.  0.,  and  Diaper,  A.,  under  the  style  of  Davis  &  Diaper, 
Wanstead  and  Woodford,  Essex,  chemists  and  druggists. 

Rout,  C,  and  Pearman,  T.  E.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Rout  &  Pear- 
man,  Hornsey  ParK  Road  and  Hilltield  Avenue,  Hornsey,  N.,  medical 
practiti  ners. 

Turley,  G.,  sen.,  and  Law,  A.  E.,  under  the  firm  of  G.  Turley  & 
Co.,  Birmingham,  wholesale  druggists  and  manufacturing  chemists. 

Walton,  A.,  and  Jackson,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Walton,  Jackson 
&  Co.,  Manchester,  chemical  manufacturers  and  merchants. 

Whiteley,  J.  A.,  ami  Jones,  J.  L.  S.,  under  the  style  of  the  Sunfield 
Soap  Company,  Hooley  Hill,  Lancashire. 


Justness  Cbanoes* 


Notice  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authtnticated. 

Messes.  Walker  &  Harris,  chemists,  Canterbury,  have 
opened  a  branch  establishment  in  Bank  Street,  Ashford. 

Mr.  Clarence  H.  James,  chemist  and  druggist,  Chelten- 
ham, has  purchased  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  F.  Board, 
chemist,  High  Street,  Cheltenham. 

Mr.  A.  Stephenson,  resident  Scotch  representative  for 
Messr-.  Blake  &  Mackenzie,  medical  label-printers,  Liverpool, 
has  re  noved  to  28  Arlington  Street,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  T.  Cattell,  chemist  and  druggist,  Aston  Read, 
Birming'iam,  has  purjhas  d  the  old-established  business  of 
Mr.  Geo.  Johnson,  at  Sutton  Coldfield,  near  Birmingham. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Hines,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  St- 
James  Rofl,  Holloway,  has  taken  over  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Ik  ton,  at  30  Lucas  Road,  Kennington 
Park,  S.E. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KiaBT,  74  Corrance  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.,  lately 
with  Messrs.  Hookin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  is  now  representing  the 
firm  of  Messrs  William  Jameson  (Limited),  92  Newington 
Butts,  S.E. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Pare  chfmist,  has  opened  a  new  pharmacy  in 
Stretford,  and  on^  of  his  former  assistants  has  taken  a 
private  house  at  Old  Trafford,  which  he  is  converting  into  a 
druggist's  shop. 

Mr.  John  Meredith,  chemist  and  wine- merchant,  Brecon, 
having  purcha'ed  "The  Borough  and  County  Supply  Stores," 


at  32  High  Street,  has  transferred  his  wine,  spirit,  and  beer 
trade  to  that  address,  his  drug-business  being  still  conducted 
in  the  old  premises. 

The  business  for  many  years  carried  on  by  the  late 
Mr.  Thos.  Turner,  and  since  his  death  by  his  executrix  under 
the  management  of  his  elder  son,  Mr.  George  Turner,  at  19 
Market  Street,  Longton,  Staffs,  ha3  been  closed,  Mr.  G. 
Turner  having  purchased  the  old-established  business  for  the 
last  few  years  carried  on  by  Mr.  T.  D.  Robinson,  and  for- 
meily  by  Messrs.  Evans  &  Son,  at  the  Square,  Biggleswade. 


Westminster  TKIUsfcom, 


An  Educationalist  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Yoxall,  who  is  one  of  the  members  of  Parliament  who 
have  given  notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
was  interviewed  in  the  Lobby 
of  the  House  of  Commons  a 
few  evenings  since.  Mr. 
Yoxall  is  the  recognised 
spokesman  in  Parliament  of 
the  teaching  interest,  and  is 
the  Secretary  of  the  National 
Teachers'  Union,  a  body 
numbering  39,000  members. 
He  is  a  comparatively  young 
man,  quick  of  apprehension, 
and  fluent  of  speech,  and 
represents  West  Nottingham 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  My  interest  in  the  Bill," 
he  said,  "  is  simply  an  educa- 
tional one.  It  seems  to  me 
that  by  admitting  associates 
to  membership  of  the  Society 
without  passing  the  Major 
Examination  the  one  principal  inducement  for  men  to  take 
the  higher  qualification  is  being  destroyed.  I  perceive  the 
grievance  of  refusing  associates  representation  on  the 
Council,  and  1  think  my  amendment  would  give  them 
all  they  can  legitimately  claim.  If  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  can  suggest  any  better  way  of  fulfilling  that  reason- 
able claim  without  usurping  the  position  of  present  member?, 
I  am  not  anxious  to  press  my  particular  form  of  amendment. 
But  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  method  they  have 
aiopted  would  be  detiimental  to  the  advanced  education 
which  I  understand  they  wish  to  encourage." 

"  Are  you  hearing  about  your  amendments  from  chemists, 
Mr.  Yoxall?" 

"  Yes,  I  have  had  quite  a  number  of  letters  from  members 
of  the  Society  all  over  the  country  expressing  satisfaction 
with  my  proposal,  and  very  little  on  the  other  side.  I  have 
had  a  conversation  with  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  and  I  had  a  letter  of  very  fair  criticism  and  remon- 
strance from  one  of  my  constituents,  a  very  good  supporter  of 
mine.  I  was  sorry,  of  course,  to  have  this,  but  I  have 
explained  to  him  that  I  have  done  what  I  thought  was 
right  in  the  matter,  and  there  I  must  leave  it.  But  by  far 
the  larger  part  of  the  communications  I  have  received  from 
chemists  have  been  in  support  of  my  amendment.  Anything 
else  ?  " 

"  One  thing,  Mr.  Yoxall.  Your  amendment  insists  on  one 
third  of  the  Council  consisting  of  associates.  Do  not  you 
think  it  would  be  fairer  if  it  was  so  worded  that  not  more 
than  one  third  of  the  Council  could  be  associates  1 " 

"  No  ;  I  am  hardly  disposed  to  think  that.  I  sbcu'd  think 
it  is  not  unfair  that  associates  should  have  seven  out  of  the 
twenty-one  seats.  That  would  still  leave  a  sufficient  pre- 
ponderance for  the  members,  while  if  you  gave  the  associates 
not  more  than  seven  seats,  that  would  probably  mean  that 
they  might  be  outvoted  in  their  attempt  to  get  any. 

"  Of  course,"  added  the  member  as  he  left  our  representa- 
tive, "  you  understand  that  I  have  a  great  respect  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  would  at  any  time  rather  help 
them  than  oppose  them ;  but  in  this  matter  I  think  they  are 
acting  in  opposition  to  the  best  interests  of  professional 
education." 
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EMBROCATION 

la  bottles  to  retail  at 

8d.,  and  2/6. 

"SANITAS  " 

AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

BUiLPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS   AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  V/.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


"  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  verj 
jest  quality  for  drinking."— 
Pkrcy  F.  Fra-vklasd,  B.So., 
F.O.S. 


LLI 
TABLE 
WATERS 


"  Typically  Perfect, 
— Medical  Press. 


Sole  Address —  [1] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square 


MUMFOBD 

FARR1NGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


■a.  1  Finest  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/cl 

Finest  Pare 

STARCH  POWDER 

19/.£ 

Ho.  1  Pare 
CRUSHED  UNSEED 

14/.& 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pare 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/.  %. 

BEST 

OJEANED  LINSEED 

15/ A 

No.  3  Pare 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /& 

■e.  1  Fine**  Pare 
PU-.LER'S  EARTH 
(Light  dolour) 

15/. ^ 

"  WHITE  EARTH" 
Bpeclsily  prepared  for 
Toilet  porposea. 

18/.  %. 

■o.  1  Pure 
PULLER'S  EARTH 

12/&. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATlfEAL,  SPECIAL 

/3 

1  SJ  tine. 

"pure 

LIQUORICE 

/lO1^ 

^eBl  Pare 
ARROWROOT 

■OowoBOe  mule  lor  distances  beyond)  on  e>  total  weight  ol  113  lbs.  end! 
usraids  oi  ebovs  hrtielce.  Hmelfsr  pswesJl  dellTsred  tree  oa  rsil  Losstssi  I 
M  «feoT»  prices. 


fmck  Brothers 
f^Portpaol  Lane  E.G. 


ulterated 


afi.ftl.-E.GAR. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 

FOR 

Infants  &  Invalids. 

Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDY'S 
DIARIES";  they  will  please  your  Customers. 

34   FARRINGDON   ROAD,  E.C. 


The  principle  of 

Fletchers'  Concentrated  Ciqucrs 

Is  now  recognised  In  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA,  1898. 


A    PIECE    OF    B.P.  HISTORY. 

The  report  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  which  the 
General  Medical  Council  adopted  this  week,  is  something 
like  a  swan's  song.  It  seems  to  have  been  thought  that  by 
the  time  another  Pharmacopoeia  is  wanted  a  generation  will 
have  arisen  who  know  not  Joseph,  therefoie  is  it  recorded 
for  all  time  bow  Pharmacopoeias  have  been  made,  especially 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898.  The  report  of  the 
committee  begins  with  mention  of  the  fact  thtt  the  book  Is 
published,  and  goes  on  to  thank  two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee (Drs.  Leech  and  Macalister),  who  have  done  such 
signal  service  that  they  are  selected  for  exclusive  thanks. 
The  reason  for  so  particularly  thanking  Drs.  Leech  and 
Macalister  is  apparently  because  their  "original  investiga- 
tions have  greatly  assisted  in  the  solution  of  many 
problems."  But  there  have  been  other  original  investiga- 
tions by  which  the  Medical  Council  has  benelited.  Surely 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Committee  have  so  freely 
assisted  the  Medical  Committee  that  they  deserve  some 
note  of  thanks  in  the  final  report.  It  is  true  the  Society 
is  mentioned  in  the  appendix  to  the  report,  but  there  facta 
are  recorded  and  no  thanks  are  given. 

We  commend  the  report  as  a  whole  to  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  drug-trade  of  the  British  Empire;  it 
concerns  every  pharmacist,  and  not  those  of  Great  Britain 
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merely.  They  will  observe  how  far  their  colleagues 
in  Great  Britain  have  been  concerned  in  the  revision ; 
they  will  note  the  degree  of  responsibility  placed  upon 
■the  pharmaceutical  assistants,  and  detect  (if  they  can) 
what  those  assistants  really  did.  A  common  question 
at  present  is,  "Who  is  responsible  for  the  pharmacy 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia?  " — which  is  difficult  to  answer  when 
we  find  that  "  some  hundreds  of  samples  of  tinctures,  spirits, 
•concentrated  solutions,  ointments,  and  other  substances  pre- 
pared by  the  Editor "  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Com- 
mittee. Are  we  to  gather  from  this  that  the  decisions  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  upon  any  matter  related  to 
pharmacy  was  not  taken  as  final,  but  was  subject  to  revision 
by  the  Medical  Committee  ?  If  so,  we  have  one  more 
reason  for  urging  that  the  position  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
■Committee  should  be  reconsidered  before  another  edition  of 
he  B.P.  is  revised. 


EXPORTED  TINCTURES. 
As  will  be  seen  from  our  Trade  Keport,  the  quantity  of 
tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits  on  which  drawback  is  paid 
continues  to  increase,  both  the  quarter  and  year  ending 
March  31  last  showing  a  marked  advance  over  the  previous 
year,  or  any  year  since  the  concession  was  obtained. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  proof  spirits  on 
which  drawback  has  been  paid  since  the  present  arrange- 
Linents  came  into  force  in  September,  1888  : — 

Gallons  of  proof 
spirits  on  which 
Year  ending  drawback  has 

March  31  been  paid 

1839  (seven  months]   1,5C6 

1890    9,715 

1891    13,032 

1892    20,895 

2893    27,433 

.1894    42,008 

1895    38,876 

1896    56,463 

1897    56,999 

1898    67,519 

last  year  over  35.000L,  therefore,  was  repaid  to  the  exporters 
•of  these  tinctures,  and  while  this  sum  makes  no  practical 
difference  to  our  vast  spirit  revenue,  it  is  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  manufacturers  concerned.  With  a  burden 
of  this  kind  it  was  obviously  impossible  for  them  to  com- 
ipete  with  their  foreign  rivals,  and  practically  it  is  a  new 
trade  which  has  been  developed  since  the  concession  was 
granted.  The  value  of  the  business  thus  created  must  not 
be  reckoned  on  the  basis  of  the  figures  here  given  alone.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  customers  will  buy  their  other 
drugs  where  they  buy  their  tinctures,  and  though  the 
whole  of  our  export  trade  in  medicines  is  comparatively 
small,  it  is  the  accumulation  of  such  items  which  is  of  import- 
ance in  the  keen  competition  with  which  the  British  trader 
is  everywhere  met.  Besides,  Englishmen  all  over  the  world 
would  rather  have  even  their  medicines  from  home  than 
those  "made  in  Germany"  or  any  other  country. 

It  is  encouraging  to  those  who,  ten  years  ago,  took  so 
much  trouble  to  obtain  this  concession  to  find  that  the 
results  have  been  so  good,  and  it  ought  to  encourage  those 
who  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  similar  concessions  in 
other  directions.  Although  over  8,000  samples  of  these 
tinctures  have  now  to  be  examined  annually  at  the  Govern- 
ment laboratory,  the  arrangements  work  on  the  whole 
smoothly  and  satisfactorily.  The  Government  is  put  to  no 
great  expense,  and  the  exporters  to  no  excessive  incon- 
venience. As  much  good  will  no  doubt  follow  the  other 
and  even  more  important  concessions  which  we  have  pressed 
for  from  time  to  time  when  they  are  granted. 


PROGRESS   IN  VACCINATION. 

We  now  appear  to  be  making  some  progress  in  vaccination 
methods.  Little  has  been  done  since  Jenner's  discovery  that 
vaccine  was  a  safer  prophylactic  to  smallpox  than  inocula- 
tion with  smallpox  virus,  which  Lady  Mary  Montague  brought 
to  us  from  the  East.  Thanks  in  a  measure  to  the  persistent 
opposition  of  anti-vaccinators,  human  lymph  has  been  recog- 
nised by  the  Legislature  as  dangerous  vaccine,  and  in  future 
glycerinated  calf-lymph  will  be  used  by  vaccination  officers. 
This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  but  no  one  who  has 
watched  recent  developments  in  prophylactic  serotherapy 
can  suppose  that  it  is  final.  Cowpox  is  not  smallpox;  it  is 
claimed  to  be  the  bovine  modification  of  the  latter,  but  the 
most  ardent  vaccinator  must  admit  that  the  cowpox  method 
of  producing  an  antitoxin  is  capable  of  improvement.  Theie 
are  indications  of  this  in  the  series  of  Milroy  lectures  on  the 
Natural  History  of  Vaccinia  which  Dr.  S.  Monckton  Cope- 
man,  M.A.,  M.R.C.P  ,  has  recently  delivered  before  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  of  London.  He  and  Dr.  Klein  observed 
independently  four  years  ago  that  vaccinedyrnph  contains 
just  before  maturity,  but  not  after,  a  particular  bacillus  ;  and 
a  year  later  Dr.  Copeman  found  the  same  bacillus  in  variolous 
material.  Since  then  the  subject  has  been  steadily  followed 
up,  and  Dr.  Copeman  has  now  all  but,  if  not  wholly,  suc- 
ceeded in  cultivating  a  vaccine  directly  from  smallpox.  The 
following  is  his  description  of  the  process  slightly  abbre- 
viated : — 

My  inoculations  were  carried  out  by  first  cleansing  the  surface 
of  an  egg  with  corrosive-sublimate  solution  and  afterwards  with 
alcohol,  and  then  breaking  a  small  hole  in  the  shell  by  means  of  a 
sterilised  needle  and  forceps.  Through  the  opening  thus  made  I 
mixed  the  yolk  and  albumen  of  the  egg,  and  then  inoculated  the 
contents  with  an  emulsion  of  variolous  crust  obtained  from  the 
smallpox  ships  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board.  The  hole  in 
the  egg  was  closed  up  either  by  means  of  sterilised  cotton-wool 
soaked  in  collodion  or  with  melted  sealing-wax.  The  eggs  inocu- 
lated in  this  manner  were  then  placed  on  beds  of  cotton-wool  and 
kept  in  the  incubator  at  a  temperature  of  37°  C.  for  varying 
periods,  a  month  being  the  period  which  was  found  to  be  most 
desirable.  On  opening  an  egg  thus  treated  I  found  that  in  its 
interior  was  contained  a  creamy  material  which  in  great  part  had 
replaced  the  ordinary  egg-contents.  This  material  examined  in 
cover-glass  specimens  appeared  to  contain  a  pure  culture  of  the 
bacillus  which  has  been  found  in  eai'ly  vaccine- lymph.  The  next 
step  was  to  attempt  to  grow  it  in  subculture.  Attempts  made  in 
all  known  media  tailed,  but  with  the  calf  it  was  different,  and  as 
the  result  of  inoculation  of  egg-cultures  on  this  animal  I  obtained 
a  strain  of  lymph  which,  after  being  passed  through  a  series  of 
calves,  was  successfully  employed  for  the  vaccination  of  children. 
The  calves  were  all  subsequently  vaccinated  with  negative 
results. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  rational  experiments  will  be 
continued,  as  they  may  ultimately  lead  to  preparation  of 
vaccine  without  the  intervention  of  animals.  So  far  we  have 
arrived  at  the  following  important  generalisation  : — "  It  is 
conclusively  proved  that  smallpox  lymph,  by  passing  through 
the  system  of  the  calf,  can  be  so  altered  in  character  as  to 
become  deprived  of  its  power  of  causing  a  generalised  erup- 
tion, while  inducing  at  the  site  of  inoculation  a  vesicle 
indistinguishable  from  a  typical  vaccine  vesicle,  and  when 
transferred  to  man  it  has  completely  lost  its  power  to  produce 
a  general  disease."  The  most  potent  argument  against  the 
use  of  human  vaccine  is  that  it  is  liable  to  be  contaminated 
with  the  germs  of  diseases  inherited  by  the  subjects,  and  the 
argument  applies  in  a  less  degree  to  calf-lymph.  To  this 
subject  Dr.  Copeman  gave  full  attention  in  his  lectures. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  work  done  in  it  recently  which 
has  had  the  direct  result  of  creating  glycerinated  lymph,  :t 
having  been  proved  that  glycerine  kills  all  foreign  micro- 
organisms in  calf-lymph.  These  are  not  a  few.  In  the  last 
number  of  Nature  Mrs.  Percy  P.  Frankland,  writing  in 
regard  to  "  the  bacterial  character  of  calf-'ymph,"  says  :  - 
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Quite  a  flutter  of  excitement  was  produced  in  the  ranks  of  the 
an ti- vaccinators  by  the  public  announcement,  made  rather  more 
than  a  couple  of  years  ago,  that  lymph  used  for  vaccination-pur- 
poses frequently  contained  an  immense  number  of  bacteria, 
sometimes  as  many  as  two  and  one-half  millions  in  a  single  cubic 
centimetre,  and  that  amongst  this  vast  microbial  population  forms 
were  repeatedly  present  which,  on  inoculation,  proved  fatal  to 
animals. 

The  announcement  was  l.andmann's.  The  purpose  of 
Mrs.  Frankland's  paper  is  to  call  attention  to  a  recently 
published  memoir  by  Dr.  Dreyer,  of  Giessen,  which  really 
confirms  previous  observations — viz.,  that  calf-lymph  is  liable 
to  contain  hosts  of  bacteria,  but  that  they  die  off  day  by 
day,  and  do  not  increase  as  might  be  supposed.  Dr.  Dreycr's 
conclusion  is  that  his  investigations  afford  no  support  to 
justify  the  fear  that  animal-lymph  as  at  present  prepared 
can  produce  any  serious  injury  to  those  inoculated  with  it. 
Dr.  Copeman  spoke  fully  upon  this  topic,  reviewing  the 
bacteriology  of  lymph  from  1802  to  the  present  day,  and  the 
fact  is  not  denied  that  staphylococci  and  streptococci  may 
be  present  in  calf-lymph,  but  there  is  no  authentic  record  of 
tubercle  bacilli  ever  having  been  found  in  the  lymph  ;  and 
it  should  be  noted  that  the  preparation  of  the  lymph  under 
modern  conditions  practically  excludes  these  pathogenic 
micro-organisms.  Jn  any  event  glycerinated  calf-lymph  is 
a  perfectly  sterile  field  to  pathogenic  and  harmless  micro- 
organisms alike.  Wo  commend  Dr.  Copemau's  lectures 
(which  are  being  published  in  full  in  the  medical  journals) 
to  the  attention  of  all  who  take  an  interest  in  this  subject. 

A  MEDICAL,  COUNCIL.  VICTIM. 

We  have  often  pointed  out  that  the  penal  powers  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  are  of  such  great  public  importance 
that  the  exercise  of  them  ought  to  be  watched  with  the 
utmost  jealousy.  Twice  a  year  this  body  sits  in  judgment 
on  men  who  have  incurred  the  displeasure  of  certain  associa- 
tions formed  expressly  for  furthering  the  interests  of  the 
profession  generally.  These  men  are  charged  with  "  infamous 
conduct  in  a  professional  respect."  If  they  are  found  guilty, 
they  are  publicly  disgraced,  and  perhaps  ruined.  And  against 
the  decision  of  the  Council  there  is  no  appeal. 

Hitherto,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  General  Medical 
Council  has  exercised  its  judicial  functions  with  a  due  sense 
of  responsibility  and  without  any  undue  professional  bias. 
And  loud  has  been  the  outcry  in  a  section  of  the  medical 
body  at  the  "timidity,''  the  ''weakness,''  and  the  "  use- 
lessness "  of  the  governing  authority.  As  a  result  of 
energetic  agitation,  the  "reformers"  have  got  a  footing 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  are  clamouiing  for  more 
seats.  "  We,  the  accusers,"  they  say,  "  ought  to  elect  the 
judges.  Up  to  now  we  have  never  got  out  of  the  Medical 
Acts  the  commercial  benefit  which  might  be  extracted 
from  them.  Let  us  therefore  light  our  way  to  the 
Bench  ourselves,  and  there  make  good  use  of  our  oppor- 
tunities." This  has  not  been  said  in  so  many  words,  but  it 
has  been  the  spirit  of  a  good  many  speeches  and  election 
addresses.  Elected  judges,  pledged  to  a  forward  policy, 
make  the  necessity  of  watching  the  judgments  of  the 
Council  more  imperative  than  ever. 

One  case  disposed  of  last  week  demands  especial  considera- 
tion. Unless  we  are  mistaken,  it  was  a  new  departure.  It 
■was  that  of  Mr.  Joshua  Hamilton  Hart,  L.li.C.P.Ed., 
L.K.  C.S.Ed.,  L.F.P.S.  Glasgow.  Information  was  laid 
against  him  by  Mr.  Hugh  Woods,  M.B  ,  B  S.,  &c,  of  Highgate, 
President  of  the  Incorporated  Medical  Practitioners'  Associa- 
tion. The  "  infamous  conduct  "  alleged  against  Mr.  Hart 
was  "  in  connection  with  certain  quack  remedies  which  were 
styled  and  extensively  advertised  as  Munyon's  Homoeopathic 
Home  remedies,"  an  1  he  was  said  to  have  "  associated  himself 


with,  and  was  a  party  to,  the  sale  and  dissemination  and  ad- 
vertisement of  these  quack  remedies,"  and  also  that  "  he  acted 
as  consulting  physician  at  the  place  where  such  quack 
remedies  were  administered  and  sold,  and  peimitted  his 
name  and  qualifications  to  be  advertised  as  those  of  the  con- 
sulting physician  at  such  place."  In  simple  words,  Mr.  Hart 
accepted  a  situation  with  the  Munyon  firm,  and  has  been 
struck  off  the  register  for  doing  so. 

We  hold  no  brief  for  the  Munyon  people  nor  for  their 
remedies.  We  know  no  more  of  the  merits  of  these  prepara- 
tions than  is  general  knowledge.  Mr.  Munyon  has  introduced 
his  medicines  to  the  public  by  means  of  advertisements,  but, 
so  far  as  we  know,  nothing  illegitimate,  and  certainly 
nothing  illegal,  has  been  alleged  against  his  plan  of  cam- 
paign. He  offers  to  the  public  some  forty  different 
medicines,  and,  to  meet  the  objection  that  is  sometimes 
raised  against  the  patient  being  his  own  doctor,  he 
announces  that  anyone  in  doubt  as  to  which  medicine  is 
the  most  suitable  for  his  or  her  case  can  have  the  advice  of 
a  qualified  physician,  either  personally  or  by  letter. 

This  brief  statement  indicates,  to  the  best  of  our  belief,  the 
scope  of  the  work  which  Mr.  Hart  has  done  for  the  Munyon 
Company,  and  which  the  General  Medical  Council  have 
denounced  as  "  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional  respect." 
We  arc  quite  able  to  appreciate,  if  we  do  not  agree  with, 
the  arguments  of  those  who  passionately  condemn  the  com- 
mercial exploitation  of  secret  remedies;  but  these  good 
people  should  understand  that  until  they  have  been  able 
to  induce  the  British  Legislature  to  declare  that  business 
illegal  it  has  as  much  right  to  fair  play  as  any  other  occu- 
pation. To  pronounce  association  with  a  proprietary 
medicine  concern  as  '  infamous  conduct"  would  be  grossly 
libellous  if  it  were  not  privileged,  and  we  cannot  imagine 
that  it  was  ever  intended  to  authorise  the  Medical  Council 
to  reflect  the  bigotry  or  prejudice  of  a  section  of  the  pro- 
fession in  this  cruel  manner.  The  services  of  men  with 
competent  medical  knowledge  are  often  required  by  firms. 
Is  the  Medical  Council  influenced  by  the  noisy  section  of 
its  constituents  to  set  up  standards  for  such  employments 
unrecognised  by  any  other  responsible  authority  ? 

We  have  no  sympathy  with  men  who  use  their  diplomas  to 
deceive  the  public  by  "covering"  unqualified  men,  who  court 
practice  of  a  criminal  character,  or  who  use  the  knowledge 
they  acquire  professionally  for  blackmailing-purposes.  The 
Medical  Council  has  done  right  to  purge  the  profession  of 
such  scoundrels  whenever  the  evidence  has  been  strong 
enough  to  justify  such  a  course.  But  it  is  expressly  for- 
bidden by  the  statute  to  use  its  powers  for  the  suppression 
of  any  theory  of  medijine  or  surgery,  and  it  seems  to  us 
that  the  spirit  of  that  provision  protects  the  Munyonist  as 
much  as  it  might  the  anti-vaccinationist,  or  even  the 
Pasteurian.  Mr.  Hart's  offence  comprises  no  deception,  nor 
would  anybody  but  a  prejudiced  doctor  dream  of  stigmatising 
his  association  with  an  advertising  firm  of  medicine-dealers 
as  infamous  conduct. 


INTERVIEWED  ABOUT  THE  PHARMACOPEIA 

The  wonderful  person  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Office  who  attends  to  interviewers  lias  been  at  it  again.  We 
should  have  thought  he  had  done  enough  mischief  when 
the  Truth  man  called  upon  him.  His  latest  performance 
has  been  to  discuss  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  with  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Evening  Ntns.  What  purports  to  be  the  views 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  as  conveyed 
by  an  official,  was  published  in  that  paper  on  Monday.  The 
Evening  Nercs  man  had  heard  that  everything  was  topsy- 
turvy ;  the  metric  system  had  come  ;  soap  was  abolished  in 
pills  ;  treacle  replaced  by  glucose  ;  the  strength  of  standard 
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alcohol  increased  from  56  to  58  overproof  ;  saffron,  the  good 
old  Roman  cure-all,  dismissed.  The  book,  he  had  heard, 
had  been  compiled  by  men  who  were  physicians  and  not 
pharmacists.  So  he  went  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
get  some  information,  and  he  professes  to  tell  what  the 
official  told  him.  "  It  is  a  hopeless  jumble,"  he  began. 
In  apparent  support  of  this  sweeping  assertion  he  went  on — 

The  object  of  the  Committee  of  the  .Medical  Council  seems  to 
have  been  to  give  medical  practitioners  an  easy  guide  to  help 
them  in  prescribing,  forgetting  they  will  have  to  unlearn  the 
things  they  know.  The  tinctures,  about  fifty  in  all,  are  to  be 
henceforth  made  according  to  new  formulae,  and  the  stocks  of 
drugs— tinctures  are  the  most  expensive— chemists  have  already 
on  their  shelves  become  useless.  The  chemist,  the  doctor,  and 
the  dispenser  will  have  to  learn  all  the  new  doses.  "  I  hear,  how- 
ever," said  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  official,  slyly,  "the 
medical  students  are  in  high  glee  over  it." 

Most  of  this  is  mere  commonplace :  the  joke  about  the 
medical  students  is  stupid.  But  then  follows  a  lot  of  non- 
sense about  the  certainty  of  fatal  mistakes  resulting  from 
this  new  publication,  which  was  the  material  the  inter- 
viewer came  for,  and  which,  we  are  quite  willing  to  believe, 
he  worked  up  himself,  from  a  few  indications  of  possibilities. 
But,  seriously,  is  it  the  business  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  assist  irresponsible  journalists  to  make  sensational 
copy  1 

PATENT  LAW. 

An  International  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Indus- 
trial Property  is  now  in  session,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society 
of  Arts,  London.  It  aims  "to  develop  the  international 
protection  of  patents,  trade-marks,  designs,  and  similar 
forms  of  property,  by  holding  congresses  at  which  the 
existing  treaties  and  systems  of  law  can  be  discussed  and 
suggestions  made  for  their  amendment  and  assimilation." 
Sir  Henry  Roscoe  is  the  President  for  the  year,  and  he 
opened  the  congress,  on  Wednesday,  by  making  three  short 
addresses  in  English,  French,  and  German.  The  principal 
subject  discussed  on  the  opening-day  (Wednesday)  was  the 
possibility  of  securing  a  uniform  system  of  granting  patents 
in  all  countries,  but  the  discussion  showed  that  there  was 
no  chance  of  arriving  at  any  such  agreement.  The  English 
delegates,  patent  agents,  and  patent  lawyers,  not  unnaturally 
think  the  system  which  prevails  here  for  granting  patents  to 
all  applicants  is  the  ideal  one.  In  Germany,  the  United 
States,  Sweden,  and  some  other  countries,  patents  are  only 
granted  if  the  officials  admit  the  value  of  the  invention. 
The  English  system  is  a  glorious  one  for  the  patent  lawyer ; 
the  German  one  seems  impossible  to  administer  satisfactorily. 
No  agreement  was  arrived  at.  The  congress  is  to  discuss 
trade- marks  also  before  it  breaks  up. 

BORACIC-CURED  HAMS. 

The  evidence  given  at  the  Pontypridd  Police  Court  on 
Wednesday  in  a  case  where  a  grocer  was  summoned  for 
selling  hams  containing  6  per  cent,  of  boracic  acid  brought 
out  some  interesting  experts'  evidence.  Dr.  Thos.  Bond, 
Lecturer  on  Forsenic  Medicine  and  Senior  Surgeon  at 
Westminster  Hospital,  said  that  -6  per  cent,  of  boracic  acid  in 
a  ham  was  not  injurious  to  the  human  system,  and  Dr.  Bell, 
of  Glasgow,  said  that  for  seventeen  years  his  family  and 
himself  had  been  using  milk  and  hams  containing  boracic 
acid  without  the  slightest  ill  effects.  This  witness  further 
added  that  he  had  given  10  gr.  doses  of  the  acid  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  and  would  not  hesitate  to  give  20  gr.  He 
preferred  a  ham  cured  in  this  way  to  a  salted  one,  and  thought 
it  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  public  if  the  use  of  the  acid 
was  stopped.  The  result  was  that  the  summons  was  dis- 
missed. It  is  time  some  understanding  wras  arrived  at, 
considering  the  evidence  given  in  this  case  and  the  note  we 
gave  of  evidence  to  the  opposite  effect  in  last  week's  number. 
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ACADEMY  PICTURES. 

Of  the  exhibits  in  the  Royal  Academy  at  Burlington 
House  this  year  abDut  1,960  have  no  direct  interest  to 
chemists  and  druggists.  Several  portraits  deserve  mention. 
That  of  Thomas  Haubury,  Esq.  (595),  by  Mr.  Percy  Bigland, 
is  hung  on  the  line  in  Gallery  8,  and  is  an  exsellent  example 
of  this  artist's  portraiture.  In  his  portrait  of  "  Anderson 
Critchett,  Esq  ,  M.A.,  F.R.C.S."  (the  well-known  eye-doctor), 
Mr.  Frank  Goodall,  R.A.,  has  contributed  one  of  the  best 
pictures  of  the  year  in  this  class,  the  pose  of  the  subject  and 
the  delicate  colouring  being  alike  excellent.  We  are  g]ad  to 
notice  that  medical  men  have  advanced  beyond  the  fur  coat 
stage.  Two  years  ago  the  majority  of  the  medical  portraits 
in  the  Academy  were  of  practitioners  who  were  so  much  en- 
gaged that  they  sat  down  in  the  studios  without  doffing  the 
inevitable  fur.  Earls  and  one  or  two  Semitic-looking  gentle- 
men are  the  only  sinners  in  this  respect  now.  Another 
excellent  portrait  is  that  of  Pickering  Pick,  Esq  ,  consulting- 
surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital  (No.  €43).  It  i^  by  Mr. 
P.  R.  Morris,  A  E.A.  Amongst  the  oil-paintings  is  one  which 
chemists  may  take  special  inlere?t  in  because  a  central 
figure  in  it  is  that  of  Dr.  Joseph  Black,  the  discoverer  of 
"  fixed  air."  The  picture  is  No.  535,  "  The  Meeting  of  Burns, 
and  Scott,"  by  Mr.  Charles  M.  Hardie.  This  particular 
meeting  took  place  at  the  house  of  Professor  Ferguson,  in 
Edinburgh,  1786-7.  In  the  foreground  of  the  picture  sits 
Professor  Black,  elegantly  clad  in  white  satin  breeches  and 
waistcoat,  and  ample  embroidered  coat.  Burns  stands 
behind  by  a  picture  a  verse  on  which  Scott  (a  boy  of  15 
and  a  chum  of  young  Ferguson)  tells  Burns  the  origin  of. 
Seventy  years  ago  Carlyle  said  :  "  A  time  will  come  when 
this  reminiscence  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's,  slight  though  it  is, 
will  be  precious."  Yet  Mr.  Hardie  is  the  first  one,  as  far  as 
we  are  aware,  to  give  it  life  in  a  picture.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  Scott's  mention  of  the  compauyis  to  the  clfect  that 
there  were  present  "  several  gentlemen  of  literary  reputation, 
among  whom  I  remember  the  celebrated  Mr.  Dugrdd 
Stewart."  Black,  we  may  add,  did  little  or  no  research- work, 
after  he  left  Glasgow,  and  this  picture  throws  a  side-light  on 
how  he  spent  his  time.  In  the  sculpture-room  of  the 
Academy  is  an  excellent  bust  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Hutchinson,  the 
chemical-engineer  who  has  quitted  Stratford  and  donned 
wig  and  gown  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Temple  Bar. 
Charles  Chinner  Fuller,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  is  also  depicted  iix 
bronze  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brock,  R.A. 

TRADE   WITH  CHINA. 

We  have  referred,  on  several  occasions,  to  the  commercial 
mission  which  the  Blackburn  Chamber  of  Commerce  sent 
out  to  China  two  years  ago  to  investigate  the  conditions  of 
trade,  especially  in  cotton-goods,  in  the  interior  of  that  vast 
country.  The  Foreign  Olfne  appointed  Consul  Bourne  to" 
accompany  the  mission,  and  he  has  recently  sent  in  his 
report  to  them,  which  has  been  published  as  No.  453  of  the 
miscellaneous  series,  and  is  to  be  obtained  at  the  Queen's 
printers  for  Is.  5hi.  The  report  is  interesting,  but  chiefly 
to  the  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  industries.  There  is 
occasional  mention  in  it  of  opium-cultivation,  Mr.  Bourne 
especially  deploring  the  fact  that  opium-culture  in  Yunnan 
has  practically  demoralised  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  of 
that  province.  The  same  applies  to  Quei-chow.  These  in- 
habitants have  only  opium  to  rely  upon  for  their  purchases 
of  imported  goods,  and,  as  they  use  opium  themselves  to  a 
large  extent,  they  are  indolent  and  lethargic,  yet  opium  was 
sixty  years  ago,  much  more  cultivated  in  the  province  than 
it  is  now.  Mr.  Bourne  also  mentions  that  at  Nan-mu-ch'ang 
there  is  a  quicksilver  mine,  which  was  at  work  ten  years  ago 
when  prices  fell,  and  it  might  be  opened  at  any  time,  pro- 
vided capital  could  be  obtained  to  work  it  and  prices  be 
sufficiently  remunerative.    Dr.   Augustine  Henry,   of  the 
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Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  has  made  several  suggestions  to 
Mr.  Bourne  in  regard  to  the  vegetable-products,  but  no  de- 
tails are  given  in  the  report.  The  report,  as  a  whole,  con- 
tains curious  information  regarding  the  trade-customs  of 
China,  especially  in  reference  to  likin  (i.e.,  internal-tax  im- 
posts), and  the  probability  of  this  country  doing  something 
to  minimise  the  evils  of  likin.  Mr.  Bourne  believes  there  is 
a  great  future  for  British  trade  in  China,  provided  British 
agents  who  go  out  there  learn  to  speak  the  language,  and 
that  he  considers  is  not  a  difficult  matter. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  GOODS  IN  BRAZIL. 

The  British  consul  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  says  that  the 
cameras  on  sale  there  are  imported  from  France  and  in  a 
lesser  degree  from  Germany.  Photographic  mounts  all  come 
from  Germany  owing  to  their  low  price.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  find,  however,  that  British  manufacturers  get  the  trade  in 
dry  plates,  bromide  and  other  printing  papers  which  are 
almost  exclusively  British.  There  is  room  no  doubt  for 
increasing  trade  with  this  district,  as  the  number  of  amateura 
has  increased  very  much  of  late  years.  Exporters  should 
bear  in  mind  that  parcels  of  photographic  plates  and  papers 
should  have  notification  in  Portuguese  stating  that  the 
contents  would  be  spoiled  by  exposure  to  light.  Many 
consignments  get  damaged  in  the  custom-house  by  neglect- 
ing this  precaution.  Perhaps  also  some  British  manufacturer 
may  care  to  attack  the  French  and  German  monopoly  in 
cameras ;  the  trade  done  in  these  goods  seems  to  indicate 
•that  it  is  worth  while  doing. 

TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  Governors  of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute 
for  the  Advancement  of  Technical  E  lucation,  in  their  report 
upon  the  work  of  the  institute  for  the  year  1897,  show  that 
this  admirable  institution  is  increasing  in  prosperity  and 
usefulness.  At  the  Central  Technical  College,  Exhibition 
Road,  S.W.,  there  has  been  a  steady  and  satisfactory  increase 
in  the  number  of  students  seeking  admission  to  the  classes, 
and  113  candidates  entered  for  the  matriculation  examination 
in  September  last,  as  against  100  in  the  previous  year,  and  75 
in  1895.  The  favourite  courses  seem  to  be  chemistry, 
mechanics  and  electricity,  and  the  number  of  students  in 
these  departments  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  during 
the  current  session  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  provide 
greater  accommodation  in  the  laboratories  and  workshops. 
The  same  applies  to  the  Technical  College  at  Finsbury,  and 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  increase  there  in  the  chemical 
department,  a  grant  of  140/.  over  and  above  the  usual  amount 
has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  providing  more  apparatus 
and  material.  The  Research  Fellowship,  founded  by  the 
Leathersellers'  Company  during  the  mastership  of  Dr.  W.  H. 
Perkin,  F.R.S.,  was  awarded  at  the  commencement  of  the 
summer  term  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Gilles,  A.C.G.I.,  and  Mr.  F.  F. 
Renwick,  A.C.G.I.,  who  together  investigated  the  oxidation 
products  of  the  so-called  artificial  camphor. 


"flew  (Xompanie0  anfc>  Company 
mews. 


Sheffield  Chemical  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital 
'x0,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  take  over  the 
business  carried  on  by  Henry  Ellison,  at  Sheffield  and 
Rotherham,  Yorks,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical 
manufacturers,  factors  and  merchants,  tar-distillers,  &c. 
Registered  office,  Attercliffe,  Sheffield. 

Bigland  Paint  and  Oil  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
2,0002.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  by  the  late  C.  H.  Bigland,  and  to  manufacture, 
sell  and  deal  in  paint,  oil,  varnish,  and  anti-fouling  com- 
positions.   Director's  qualification,  25/ 


Royal  Dbug-stotu:  (Limited). — Registered  in  Dublin 
May  25.  Capital  1,500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  earn- 
on  the  business  and  trade  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  dry- 
salter  and  general  storekeeper  ;  to  deal  in  wines  and  spirits, 
to  manufacture  mineral  and  other  waters,  &c. 

Rogebs'  Dbug-stobe.— Registered  in  Ireland  May  25, 
with  a  capital  of  1  500/.  in  1/.  shares,  to  acquire  and  carry 
on  Rogers'  Drug-store  at  Mullingar,  now  owned  and  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  R.  G.  Rogers,  chemist  and  diuggist.  No 
articles  of  association.  Registered  office,'  36  Greville  Street, 
Mullingar. 


Bkunneb,  Mond  &l  Co.  (Limited).  —  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  company,  which  was  held  at  Liverpool  on 
May  25,  Sir  John  T.  Branner,  M  P.  who  presided,  pointed 
out  how  much  the  alkali  trade  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, who  removed  the  duties  upon  glass  and  upon  paper, 
amongst  many  other  strokes  which  he  dealt  at  the  fetters 
which  bound  English  trade.  At  Sir  John's  request  the 
assembly  rose  in  their  places  to  express  their  concurrence  in 
what  he  had  said.  The  elirectors'  report  recommended  a 
dividenel  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares ;  anel  the 
Chairman  said  that  although  this  was  a  reduction  of  5 
per  cent,  from  last  year,  he  still  congratulateel  them  upon  it, 
for  the  result  of  the  Dingley  tariffs  had  been  to  practically 
deprive  them  of  the  whole  American  trade.  The  report  was 
adopted,  and  the  retiring  directors  were  reappointed. 

A.  J.  White  (Limited).— The  first  annual  meeting  of 
the  shareholders  was  held  on  June  2,  at  the  Memorial  Hall, 
Farringdon  Street,  EC,  Mr.  II.  K.  Packard  in  the  chair. 
There  were  about  one  hundred  persons  present,  anel  the  pro- 
ceedings at  one  time  threatened  to  assume  a  stormy  char- 
acter, bat  the  breeze  passed  over,  anel  the  balance-sheet  and 
directors'  report  were  agreed  to  unanimously  and  the 
auditors  re-elected.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  said  he  had  often  smilcel  at  the  suggestions 
which  were  sent  to  him  as  to  whether  the  new  patent- 
medicines  brought  out  would  supersede  theirs,  but  he  had 
no  fear  of  that.  They  eliel  a  large  business  not  only  in  this 
country  but  in  France,  Australia,  South  Africa,  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  Spain,  and  other  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  as  well  as  in  the  Argentine,  anel  when 
business  fell  off  in  one  little  part  of  the  worlel  it  was 
generally  balanceel  by  an  increase  elsewhere.  Many  of 
their  shareholders  were  to  be  founel  amongst  chemists  anel 
druggists,  and  owing  to  the  enormous  sale  their  goods  en- 
joyed, competition  compelled  many  retailers  to  sell  them  at 
almost  cost-price.  This  left  them  very  little  profit,  and  some- 
times caused  them  to  be  indifferent  to  the  sale  of  their  goods. 
They  thought  they  had  devised  a  plan  which  would  elo 
away  with  their  indifference,  and  which  would  give 
them  a  better  return  for  their  exertions,  anel  would 
not  in  any  way  diminish  the  sale  of  the  goods. 
He  was  not  at  liberty  to  explain  what  the  plan  was. 
The  expenses  of  the  formation  of  the  new  company  would 
be  paiel  by  the  old  concern,  but  as  the  change  affected  the 
business  slightly  the  directors  elecided  not  to  tat  e  for  this  year 
the  25  per  cent,  to  which  they  were  entitled  after  the  ordin- 
ary shareholders hael  received  10  percent.  With  the  amount, 
5,000.'.,  they  decideel  to  start  a  reserve  fund.  (Hear,  hear.) 
It  was  hoped  to  increase  this  reserve  to  a  very  large  sum, 
and  it  would  be  their  aim  to  do  this  rather  than  distribute 
dividends  larger  that  10  per  cent.  Sir.  C.  Birchall  seconded 
the  adoption  of  the  report.  In  answer  to  several  questions, 
it  was  stated  that  the  goodwill  was  929.000/.,  and  that  the 
25  per  cent,  only  became  operative  after  80,000/.  had 
been  earned  for  the  shareholders.  Mr.  Martin  was  not  satis- 
fied with  the  manner  in  which  the  directors  were  remunerateel. 
He  could  not  understand  why  they  should  be  alloweel 
4,000/.  and  25  per  cent,  over  and  above  that,  and  why  a  clear 
statement  of  the  whole  matter  had  not  appeared.  The 
Chairman  asked  his  co-director,  Mr.  Bartholomew,  to  reply, 
but  Mr.  Martin  promptly  interposed.  He  wished  particularly 
that  his  questions  shoulel  be  answered  either  by  Mr.  White  or 
Mr.  Brown,  the  original  vendors.  His  objection,  however,  was 
overruled,  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  stated  that  a  copy  of  the 
articles  of  association  were  on  view  to  any  shareholder,  either 
at  their  solicitors  or  at  the  offices  of  the  company,  and  that 
3,000/.  was  paid  to  the  managing-director  and  chairman,  and 
the  remaining  1,000/.  was  divided  amongst  the  other  seven. 
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Zhc  BnUeb  pharmacopoeia,  IS08. 

COMMENTS  AND  CRITICISMS. 


THE  NEW  PHARMACOPOEIA  TEST  FOR  LEAD  IN 
TARTARIC  AND  CITRIC  ACIDS. 
By  R.  Warington,  F.R.S. 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  statements  made  in 
your  paper  and  elsewhere  as  to  the  test  for  lead  in  tartaric 
and  citric  acid  prescribed  in  the  new  edition  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.    As  my  own  previous  investigations  on  the 
detection  and  estimation  of  lead  in  these  acids  (Jour.  Soc. 
Chem.  Industry,  1893,  p.  97)  have  been  referred  to,  and 
sometimes  misquoted  or  misunderstood,  I  should  like  to  be 
allowed  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 

In  the  new  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  under  Acidum 

Citricum,  we  read  : — 

"  It  should  yield  no  characteristic  reaction  with  the  tests  for 
copper  or  iron,  and  only  very  slight  reactions  with  those  for 
calcium  or  sulphates.  Its  solutions  should  not  contain  any 
metallic  particles.  10  grammes  dissolved  in  20  cubic  centimetres 
of  water,  neutralised  with  solution  of  ammonia,  and  sufficient  of  a 
saturated  aqueous  solution  of  hydrogen  sulphide  added  to  pro- 
duce 100  cubic  centimetres  of  liquid,  no  darkening  of  colour 
should  result  after  five  minutes  (absence  of  lead)." 

Under  Acidum  Tartaricum  we  find  : — 

"  It  should  yield  ...  no  reaction  Jor^  lead  _by  the  test 
described  under  Acidum  Citricum." 

Analysts  have  soon  discovered  that  when  samples  of  com- 
mercial acid  are  examined  in  the  manner  just  described  a 
greenish-black  tint  is  produced,  due  to  the  presence  of  traces 
of  iron,  and  that  the  acid  thus  stands  condemned  owing  to 
this  "  darkening  of  colour,"  although  no  lead,  or  a  minute 
trace  only,  might  be  present.  A  test  for  lead  which  condemns 
an  article  which  only  contains  iron  is  clearly  a  grave  mistake. 

If  it  is  argued  that  the  Pharmacopceia  test  for  lead  is 
conditioned  by  the  preliminary  words,  "  It  should  yield  no 
characteristic  reaction  with  the  tests  for  copper  or  iron,"  and 
that  the  test  is  only  meant  to  apply  to  cases  in  which  copper 
and  iron  are  absent,  this  amounts  to  a  confession  that  the 
new  Pharmacopoeia  fails  to  prescribe  any  practical  test  for 
lead,  as  traces  of  iron  are  of  general  occurrence  in  the  acids 
in  question.  There  is,  however,  nothing  in  the  language 
employed  to  show  that  the  authors  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  test 
meant  the  test  to  be  applied  only  when  iron  [and  copper  were 
absent.  Under  Acidum  Tartaricum  the  test  in  question  is 
spoken  of  as  the  "  reaction  for  lead." 

I  have  been  quoted  in  the  controversy  which  has  arisen  as 
saying  that  "  the  presence  of  iron  need  not  interfere  with  the 
testing  for  lead."  This  is  quite  true.  I  have  not  said  that 
iron  never  interferes  with  the  testing  for  lead,  but  that  it 
need  not;  it  will,  in  fact,  not  interfere  if  the  precautions 
which  are  named  in  my  paper  are  attended  to  The 
Pharmacopoeia  gives,  however,  no  instructions  as  to  any 
special  precautions  to  be  taken  when  iron  or  copper  is 
present,  while  it  prescribes  a  method  as  a  "  reaction  for 
lead"  which  will  equally  produce  a  "  darkening  of  colour  " 
when  iron  is  the  only  contamination. 

The  statements  I  have  made  in  my  paper  respecting  the 
influence  of  iron  are  as  follows  : — 

When  speaking  of  the  direction  in  the  German  Pharma- 
copoeia that  tartaric  acid  is  to  be  tested  for  lead,  by  nearly 
neutralising  its  solution  with  ammonia,  and  then  adding 
solution  of  hydrogen  sulphide,  I  state  that  if  iron  is  present 
in  distinct  quantity  the  characteristic  green  and  black  tints 
of  iron  sulphide  will  at  once  appear  on  adding  the  solution 
of  hydrogen  sulphide.    In  the  experiment  which  I  made  a 


small  quantity  of  a  ferrous  salt  had  been  intentionally  added 
to  the  tartaric  acid.  It  is  possible  that  the  mere  traces  of 
iron  usually  present  in  commercial  acid  would  have  failed  to 
produce  a  colour  in  the  feebly  acid  solution.  If  the  presence 
of  iron  in  distinct  quantity  will  give  rise  to  the  formation  of 
ferrous  sulphide  in  a  solution  acid  with  ammonium  hydrogen 
tartrate,  it  certainly  will  in  a  neutral  solution.  Citric  acid 
did  not  give  the  reaction  for  iron  with  solution  of  hydrogen 
sulphide  when  the  liquid  was  feebly  acid. 

In  the  method  which  I  finally  proposed  for  the  determina- 
tion of  lead  in  tartaric  and  citric  acid  the  amount  of  iron 
usually  present  in  these  acids  did  not  interfere.  Very 
numerous  determinations  of  lead  were,  in  fact,  made  in 
samples  of  acid  obtained  from  various  British  and  foreign, 
manufacturers,  and  in  no  instance  was  any  trouble  experi- 
enced from  the  presence  of  iron.  In  this  method  the  tartaric 
or  citric  acid  is  dissolved  in  a  little  water,  and  pure  ammonia 
added  in  slight  excess  ;  in  a  portion  of  this  alkaline  solution 
lead  is  determined  by  the  addition  of  ammonium  sulphy- 
drate.  The  details  of  the  method  will  be  found  in  the 
original  paper.  The  interference  of  iron  is  stated  in  my 
paper  to  be  prevented  by  using  only  a  very  small  quantity  of 
ammonium  sulphydrate.  With  this  simple  precaution  the 
difficulty  apprehended  from  the  iron  disappeared. 

As,  however,  cases  may  possibly  arise  in  which  the  quantity 
of  iron  is  too  great  for  its  effect  to  be  avoided  in  the  manner 
just  mentioned,  I  further  describe  a  method  recommended 
by  Dr.  F.  L.  Teed,  which  consists  in  adding  a  little  potassium 
cyanide  to  the  solution  of  tartaric  or  citric  acid  made 
alkaline  with  ammonia,  and  then  heating  the  liquid  to 
near  boiling ;  the  iron  then  becomes  a  ferrocyanide,  and 
ceases  to  give  a  black  colour  with  ammonium  sulphydrate. 
I  had  no  occasion  to  employ  this  method  in  the  analysis  of 
the  commercial  acids,  as  the  proportion  of  iron  was  never  so 

!  large  as  to  require  its  use  if  the  precaution  first  mentioned 
was  attended  to.    The  use  of  the  cyanide  has  the  further 

,  advantage  of  preventing  copper,  if  present,  from  taking  any 
jpart  in  the  final  reaction. 

iT^  It  is,  in  fact,  quite  easy  to  test  tartaric  and  citric  acid' 
for  lead  without  any  interference  from  the  iron  present. 
It  may  be  done  by  testing  the  unneutralised  acids  directly 
with  solution  of  hydrogen  sulphide.    I  have  shown  that  if 

!  10  grammes  of  tartaric  acid  are  dissolved  in  20  c.c.  of  water, 
and  the  liquid  brought  to  100  c.c.  by  the  addition  of  solution 
of  hydrogen  sulphide,  a  slight  distinct  turbidity  may  be- 
seen  when  the  lead  in  the  acid  is  only  0  0005  per  cent. 
When  a  similar  experiment  is  made  with  citric  acid,  a  slight 
turbidity  is  produced  when  only  0  0002  per  cent,  of  lead  is 
present.  Is  not  this  simple  test  sufficiently  rigorous  for 
every  purpose 

Still  further  delicacy  is  obtained  when  the  acids  are- 
treated  with  ammonia  in  excess,  and  a  minute  quantity  of 
ammonium  sulphydrate  is  added  ;  by  this  method  0  0001  per 
cent,  of  lead  may  be  detected.  This  test  is,  however,  un- 
necessarily strict,  and  represents  a  degree  of  purity  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  manufacturers  to  attain  on  a  large 
scale. 

The  errors  of  the  Pharmacopceia  test  are  obvious.  Its 
authors  have  departed  from  the  perfectly  safe  process  of 
testing  for  lead  in  a  strongly  acid  solution,  and  they  have 
directed  to  make  the  test  in  a  neutralised  solution  without 
strictly  limiting  the  quantity  of  sulphide  to  be  employed. 


924 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


June  4,  1898 


PROFESS 31!  REMINGTON  CRITICISES  THE  WORK. 

Tin;  Philadelphia  correspondent  of  the  American  Druggist 
asked  Professor  J.  P.  Remington  his  views  on  the  new 
British  Pharmacopeia,  and  he  spoke  freely  about  it,  but  the 
Professor  did  not  then  appear  to  have  seen  the  book.  In 
regard  to  the  new  concentrated  liquors  he  said  : — 

"  It  is  unfortunate  that  no  new  name  was  devised  for  this 
new  class.  In  my  opinion  the  name  liquor  should  be 
reserved  for  aqueous  solutions  of  substances,  and  should 
exclude  all  liquids  made  by  percolation  or  maceration. 
Progressive  pharmacy  demands  differentiation  and  greater 
precision  in  defining  '  classes '  of  preparations. 

"But  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  introduction  of 
concentrated  preparations  of  this  class  is  the  encouragement 
to  the  practice  of  diluting  the  concentrated  liquors  furnished 
by  manufacturing  houses  throughout  the  country,  and  these 
must  continue  to  be  very  variable  in  strength  and  quality, 
the  Pharmacopoeia  having  set  no  standard  for  them,  each 
manufacturer  being  a  law  unto  himself.  A  Pharmacopoeia, 
in  my  opinion,  should  take  no  step  to  encourage  a  division  of 
responsibility — that  should  be  placed,  when  possible,  solely 
on  the  dispenser;  it  should  compel  him,  especially  in  the 
case  of  infusions,  to  make  them  directly  from  the  drug  which 
fulfils  the  pharmacopceial  requirements,  by  a  process  which 
clearly  produces  uniform  preparations.  Uniformity  is  the 
keynote  for  a  Pharmacopoeia.  A  practitioner  can  scarcely 
hope  to  get  the  best  results  uuless  he  is  sure  that  the  pre- 
parations he  orders  are  up  to  the  standard,  and  that  the 
standard  sanctions  no  deviation. 

"  In  the  case  of  the  tinctures  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
process  of  expression  is  retained  in  the  directions  for  percola- 
tion. Why  our  English  friends  use  the  tincture-press  with 
the  '  me9s '  that  it  entails  in  percolating-operations  is  a 
mystery.  It  can  only  be  explained  as  a  concession  to  the  old 
school.  .  .  .  While  an  advance  in  standardisation  has  been 
made,  it  is  evident  that  assay-processes  which  are  suited  for 
pharmacopoeia!  work  are  still  to  be  discovered.'' 


€>n  tin  %m\Uz\$  of  Citrate  of  iCimc. 

By  A.  Soldaini  and  E.  Beute. 


CITRATE  of  lime  is  an  industrial  product  of  great  import- 
ance in  Sicily,  where  factories  for  its  production  are 
continually  on  the  increase.  It  contains  from  64  to  70  per 
cent,  of  crystallisable  citric  acid,  and  is  much  more  conve- 
nient for  exportation  than  concentrated  lemon-juice. 

Some  years  ago  the  business-annoyance  caused  by  the 
confusion  arising  between  the  two  analytical  bases  of  201 
and  210  (molecular  weight  of  citric  acid,  crystallised  with 
half  a  molecule  or  with  one  molecule  of  water)  induced 
some  local  chemists  to  make  a  change  in  their  system  of 
analysis  by  calculating  the  result  on  the  basis  of  210  and 
estimating  the  crystallisable  citric  acid  alone,  whereas  pre- 
viously, they  said,  they  figured  on  the  basis  of  201,  taking 
however  into  account  as  citric  acid  all  the  organic  acid  in 
combination  with  lime.  They  further  stated  that  the  results 
obtained  by  these  two  different  systems  are  about  the  same. 
What  they  meant  by  "  organic  acid  "  nobody  has  been  able 
to  understand,  unless  tartaric  acid  is  alluded  to.  Even 
admitting  this  to  be  the  case,  it  appears  to  us  that  it  is  not 
right  to  conclude  that  tartaric  acid  always  accompanies 
citrate  of  lime,  for  in  any  case,  considering  the  greater  solu- 
bility of  the  tartrate,  it  is  logical  to  infer  that  it  disappears 
during  the  hot  washings.  In  any  case,  what  is  wanted 
from  a  commercial  point  of  view  is,  we  repeat,  a  uniform 
method  of  analysis  to  be  agreed  on  by  all  chemists. 

There  are  two  methods  indicated  in  literature — viz.,  the 
lime  method  and  the  lead  method,  which  do  not  give 
identical  results,  as  the  lead  gives  generally  from  It  to  1  ! 
per  cent,  higher  than  the  other. 

With  a  view  of  obtaining  accurate  comparative  results  from 
both  methods  we  operated  on  chemically  pure  citrate  of  lime 
expressly  prepared  by  us  and  dried  in  a  water-oven — the 
latter  a  necessary  precaution  because  the  hygroscopicity  of 
the  citrate  makes  it  vary  considerably,  which  is  also  true  of 


commercial  citrate  of  lime,  which,  moreover,  is  often  alkaline. 
Our  analysis  of  pure  citrate  of  lime  was  also  intended  to 
decide  whether  it  answered  the  formula  CaJ(C,H4O,)I,4HJ0 
or  other  formulas  with  more  or  less  water,  as  there  was  some 
doubt  on  this  point.  Wc  also  wished  to  settle  at  what  tem- 
perature water  is  totally  eliminated  leaving  anhydrous  citrate, 
(C6H50.)»Cas.  Wc  found  from  our  experiments  that  pure 
citrate  ot  lime  contained  when  dried  in  a  water-oven  4  mole- 
cules of  water,  of  which  it  lost  two  at  a  temperature  of 
115-125^0.,  and  the  others  at  180-195CC.  The  citrate  loses 
the  hygroscopic  water  in  the  water-stove  as  well  as  in  vacuum 
on  H„SOr  The  estimation  of  the  citric  acid  contained  in 
the  anhydrous  citrate  gave  by  the  lime  method  the  following 
results : — 

(1)  Gramme  0  4200  substance  dried  at  180-185°C.  gave 
CaSO,.  equivalent  to  grammes  0  2542  of  crystallisable  citric- 
acid  (210)  ;  so  that  calculating  upon  the  anhydrous  citrate 
the  yield  of  acid  should  be  84  IB  per  cent.,  and  we  actually 
got  84  33  per  cent. 

In  other  analyses  wc  found  : — 

(2)  Gramme  0  5760  of  substance  dried  in  water-oven  lost 
at  180°C.  gramme  0  0700. 

(3)  Gramme  16770  of  substance  dried  in  water-oven  lost 
at  185:C.  gramme  02155.  This  gave  afterwards  gramme 
1 154  of  CaSO,. 

The  loss  of  water  by  calculation  from  Ca/C.H.,0.),,  4H..0  is 
12  63  per  cent.,  and  we  found  12  15  and  12  85:  while  the 
yield  of  crystallised  citric  acid  on  the  same  basis  is  71  42  per 
cent.,  and  we  obtained  7178. 

Analyses  made  of  material  contained  in  a  small  beaker  ex- 
posed to  the  air  for  quite  a  length  of  time  gave  the  following 
results : — 

I.        II.       III.  IV. 

Loss  at  +  100°  C   4-77      4-75  471 

Crys.  cit.  acid    73  30     73  52     73  38     74  02 

It  follows  from  this  that  pure  citrate  of  lime  dried  in  a 
water-oven  is  very  hygroscopic. 

Commercial  citrate  of  lime  containing  about  90  percent,  of 
the  pure  product  is  probably  more  or  less  hygroscopic,  accord- 
ing to  its  degree  of  desiccation.  The  hygroscopicity  of  citrate 
of  lime  may  also  explain  certain  differences  between 
chemists,  and  it  strengthens  our  opinion  that  in  order  to 
avoid  disputes  and  greatly  diminish  discrepancies  between 
the  results  of  different  chemists  a  unilorm  method  of 
analysis  should  be  agreed  upon.  We  think  that  analyses 
should  be  conducted  on  the  material  dried  in  a  water-oven, 
and  the  loss  of  water  be  stated.  At  any  rate,  to  obtain 
greater  harmony  of  results  between  chemists  it  should  at 
least  be  decided  which  of  the  two  methods  should  be 
followed — viz.,  lime  or  lead — or  the  certificate  indicating  the 
results  obtained  should  indicate  the  method  followed,  so  as 
to  enable  one  to  make  comparisons  between  the  results  of 
different  chemists.  The  lime  method  certainly  deserves  pre- 
ference for  quickness  of  results,  but  the  lead  one,  though 
much  longer  and  expensive,  has  the  advantage  of  greater 
exactitude. 

Moreover,  in  practising  the  lime  method  one  meets  with 
more  uncertainties,  and  it  is  necessary  to  settle  the  precise 
way  and  the  quantity  of  the  hot-water  washings  *  if  it  is 
desired  that  the  chemist  should  give  uniform  results, 
discrepancies  of  as  much  as  2  per  cent,  more  or  less,  being 
possible  even  in  the  case  of  analyses  made  by  one  and  the 
same  chemist;  and  this  explains  how  certain  mistakes  can  be 
multiplied  when  the  disagreeing  results  are  no  longer  those 
of  one  and  the  same  chemist,  but  are  due  to  two  different 
analysts  :  the  difference  of  each  of  them  has  been  made  in 
the  opposite  direction. 

Messina  Laboratorio  Chimico  Municipale. 


*  For  every  1  gramme  of  substance  taken  for  analysis,  not  more 
than  70  C.C.  of  water  should  be  employed,  taking  care  thati 
suflices  to  wash  the  citrate  of  lime  thoroughly,  so  that  the  last 
drops  of  the  filtrate  give  at  most  only  a  very  light  colouration  with 
phenolphthalein/ 


The  X  Rays  Influenced  Hep..— Ethel  Jones,  M.D. : 
"I  guess  I've  accepted  Mr.  Richleigh,  ma."  Ma:  "But  I 
thought  you  didn't  care  for  him."  E.  J.,  M.D. :  "  Neither  do 
I,  but  I  took  a  radiograph  of  his  lungs,  and  he  can't  live 
more  than  five  or  six  months." 
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"Reviews  anb  Xiterar?  Botes. 


Tutorial  Chemistry:  Part  II.,  Metals.  By  G.  PI.  Bailey/, 
D.Sc.  London  :  W.  B.  Clive.  3*.  61. 
This  is  a  continuation  of  the  work  which  we  recently  re- 
viewed, and  completes  the  inorganic  part  of  it.  It  is  concise, 
•correct,  and  readable,  and  is  adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
.pharmaceutical  students,  while  it  is  half  the  price  of  Thorpe's 
popular  work. 

Gardner's  Household  Medicine  and  Sickroom  Guide.  13th 
edit.  By  W.  H.  C.  Stanlet,  F.R.C.S.Eng.  London: 
Smith,  Elder  &  Co.    8s.  6d. 

This  handsome  book  (8|by5§  inches  and  511  pages)  is 
"  expressly  adapted  for  the  uses  of  families,  missionaries, 
and  colonists."  Therefore  it  is  a  book  to  read,  as  well  as  to 
refer  to  when  someone  has  met  with  an  accident  or  a  member 
of  the  household  is  ill.  It  begins  with  a  popularly  written  and 
illustrated  account  of  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the 
■human  body,  and  in  successive  parts  hygiene,  general 
principles  of  disease,  general  principles  and  methods  of 
treatment,  accidents  and  emergencies,  general  diseases,  local 
■diseases,  and  pregnancy,  labour,  disorders  of  menstruation, 
are  fully  considered.  The  characteristic  of  the  volume  is 
its  sound  advice.  There  is  plenty  about  medicine  in  it,  but 
the  author  is  none  too  fond  of  prescribing  it,  especially 
when  dieting  and  nursing  can  restore  the  patient  to 
health — which  is  the  btst  plan  for  those  who  have  to  doctor 
themselves.  In  the  appendix  there  are  a  few  pre- 
scriptions for  cough-mixtures,  tonics,  and  the  like.  The 
particulars  regarding  diseases  are  precise  and  understand- 
able— in  short,  it  is  a  safe  and  sensible  book  for  the  house- 
'hold,  and  its  very  size  gives  one  comfort. 

The  Medical  Annual  and  Practitioner's  Index,  1898  (16th 
year).  Bristol :  J jhn  Wright  &  Co.  London:  Simpkin. 
Is.  6d. 

This  work  maintains  its  reputation  well,  and  shows  enter- 
prise in  always  containing  a  new  feature.  This  year  it  is 
"  An  Atlas  of  the  Bacteria  Pathogenic  in  the  Human  Sub- 
ject,' by  Samuel  G.  Shattock,  F.R.C.S.,  and  consists  of  a 
series  ot  eight  coloured  plates  of  "  preparations  "  effectively 
executed.  The  old  features  are  retained  almost  unchanged, 
for  which  we  are  thankful,  because  our  experience  is  that 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  annual  resides  in  tracing  from 
year  to  year  the  growth  of  a  method  of  treatment,  or 
modifications  of  views  upon  any  specific  disorder.  As 
before,  Dr.  Wm.  Murrell  commences  the  annual  with 
"  The  Dictionary  of  New  Remedies,"  which  is  comprehen- 
sive and  catholic.  For  example,  there  is  in  the  dictionary 
a  good  abstract  of  Schutz's  observations  on  sarsa- 
parilla,  which  go  far  by  experiment  to  prove  the  usefulness 
of  that  drug,  although  they  do  not  explain  everything  about 
it.  _  Most  medical  men  say  it  is  useless,  but  the  consumption 
of  it  remains  undiminished — a  fact  not  to  be  ignored.  "  The 
Dictionary  of  New  Treatment,"  which  follows  the  remedies, 
is,  as  formerly,  entrusted  to  specialists  in  each  department, 
and  is  amply  ill  ustrated. 

Alembic  Club  Reprints  :  No.  13.  Early  History  of  Chlorine  ; 
No.  14.  Pasteur's  Researches  on  Molecular  Asymmetry. 
(Edinburgh  :  W.  F.  Clay.  London :  Simpkin,  Marshall  & 
Co.)    Each  vol.  Is.  6^.  net. 

Chemists  are  a  matter-of-fact  race  of  men.  The  science 
demands  it  of  them,  for  there  is  no  place  in  it  for  sentiment, 
little  opportunity  for  imagination,  and  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  literature  of  the  science  is  to  many 
of  its  votaries  foolishness.  Yet  there  has  been  in  Edin- 
burgh during  these  past  few  years  a  small  band  of 
young  chemists,  who  include  amongst  their  purposes  the 
unearthing  and  reprinting  of  chemical  classics.  They  have 
the  idea,  these  Alembic  Club  young  men,  that  the  great 
-discoveries  in  chemistry  do  not  die,  and  that  the  records 
of  them  in  the  very  words  of  the  discoverers  are  educative. 
So  they  set  to  work  a  few  years  ago,  and,  naturally,  because 
he  was  once  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity, began  with  Joseph  Black's  "Experiments  upon 
Magnesia  Alba."    Now  they  have  reached  Louis  Pasteur's 


"  Researches  on  the  Mole  :ular  Asymmetry  of  Natural 
Organic  Products."  It  is  impossible  to  over-value  the  im- 
portance of  this  work  by  a  comparatively  obscure  club.  We 
may  give  an  instance  of  bow  ir,  has  helped  recent  chemical 
research.  Those  who  have  followed  the  argon  and  helium 
investigations  will  remember  that  Professor  Ramsay  found, 
to  everybody's  surprise,  that  Henry  Cavendish  had  obtained  a 
residuum  from  air  which  he  cou'd  not  account  for,  and  about 
the  same  time  we  heard  an  interesting  lecture  from  Pro- 
fessor Collie  in  which  R.  Hooke's  "  Micrographia "  (1665) 
played  a  part  that  astonished  most  of  the  listeners.  Hero 
are  all  the  facts  in  the  Alembic.  Club  Reprints— Cavendish's 
papers  reprinted  in  1893,  and  Hooke's  in  1894.  Doubtless, 
any  group  of  chemical  specialists  would  know  of  the 
existence  of  these  valuable  historical  papers  which  have 
thrown  light  on  modern  research,  and  investigators  would 
know  where  to  go  for  them  when  they  wanted  them,  but  the 
Alembic  club  has  picked  out  the  jewels  and  given  them  a 
setting  which  brings  them  within  sight  of  the  whole  chemical 
world.  The  club  has  not  embarked  upon  the  venture  as  a 
commercial  enterprise  ;  it  is  purely  a  labour  of  love,  and  one 
which  has  been  clone  admirably.  It  is  as  unnecessary  as  it 
is  impossible  to  criticise  the  substance  of  the  reprints  ;  they 
are  all  historical  and  epoch-making,  and,  as  they  are  pub- 
lished at  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  each,  are  within  the  reach  of  all 
students  of  chemistry. 

Latin  Grammar  of  Pharmacy  ;  for  the  Use  of  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Students.  By  Joseph  Ince.  Pp 
\ii  +  368.  7A-  x  4|.  7th  edit.  London,  1898:  Bail- 
liere,  Tindall  &  Cox.  5s. 

This  useful  book,  which  has  now  reached  its  seventh 
edition,  is  much  improved  on  previous  editions.  The  size 
of  the  book  has  about  doubled,  the  added  matter  beinir. 
taken  up  with  medical  directions,  in  Latin  and  English,  and 
a  copious  vocabulary.  Students  will  find  the  examples  of 
medical  directions  extremely  useful  for  examination-pur- 
poses. The  book  has  also  become  increasingly  useful  as  a 
reference-book  for  chemists,  by  reason  of  the  long  list  of 
abbreviations  and  the  vocabulary  at  the  end,  which  is  a 
complete  pharmaceutical  Latin  dictionary,  and  includes  the 
names  of  most  modern  drugs  met  with  in  present-day 
pharmacy. 


The  Commercial  Traveller,  which  is  published  at  8  John- 
son's Court,  Fleet  Street,  is  now  Id.  weekly,  instead  of  2d. 
as  heretofore. 

A  second  edition  of  Sir  H.  H.  Johnston's  work  on  British 
Central  Africa  is  in  the  press.  It  is  a  fascinating  work,  as 
interesting  from  the  scientific  point  of  view  as  from  the 
patriotic.  Amongst  the  appendices  is  a.  complete  list  of 
Zambesi  and  Shire  Highlands  flora,  which  has  been  enlarged 
by  the  researches  of  Mr.  Thiselton  Dyer  and  his  staffat 
Kew. 

The  Pharmacal  Digest  of  Portland,  Oregon,  has  died, 
as  the  Editor  says,  "at  the  tender  and  interesting  age 
of  two  years  and  six  months,"  "crushed  to  death  by  an 
overwhelming  patronage."  He  proposes  the  following 
epitaph  : — • 

Dearest  Digest !  Thou  hast  quit  us, 

But  thy  loss  we  ne'er  shall  feel ; 
Sackcloth,  ashes,  tears  befit  us 

Not.    In  deep  gratitude  we  kneel. 

He  also  adds  a  few  farewell  remarks  out  of  the  cemmon 
order.  The  fate  of  his  paper  (he  says)  was  decided  upon  .-ix 
months  ago,  and  for  that  length  of  time  it  has  had  the 
unusual  privilege  of  preparing  for  its  dissolution.  Certainly 
it  ought  to  be  prepared  to  die,  and  it  is,  and  it  dies  grace- 
fully, you  bet !  During  these  six  months  it  has  worked  the 
advertising  proposition  "  to  a  finish,"  and  the  results  are 
before  you.  It  is  possible  that  the  receipts  wdl  cover  the 
disbursements.  This  is  flattering,  and  fills  our  soul  with  joy. 
and  our  shoes  with  feet.  The  end  has  come,  aid  from  this 
time  on  we  are  no  more,  but  we  have  been  strengthened 
during  these  closing  moments  of  our  literary  existence  with 
the  assurance  that  our  readers  will  bear  up  bravely  under 
the  affliction.  Who  knows  but  that  this  bereavement  may 
prove  but  a  blessing  in  disguise!  Cheer  up!  dear  friends'! 
Don't  be  down-hearted  !    Time  will  heal  th?'\wound  caused 
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by  this  untimely  passing  away,  and  in  the  springtime, 
Gentle  Annie,  jou  will  be  happy  as  of  old.  Farewell 
Pharmacol  Digest  !    Farewell !    Peace  to  thine  ashes  ! 

Ta  !  Ta  !  Old  Boy  !  Worry  not  about  any  old  thing, 
You've  failed  to  connect  and  death  should  be  without  sting. 
You've  filled  a  long-felt  want  but  have  gone  to  the  races, 
And  it's  off  with  you  now  in  a  thousand  places. 

Fcrhaps  Mr.  Dietrich  (the  editor)  put  some  of  his  poems  into 
the  Digest.    If  so,  it  deserved  to  die. 

PHARMACOPCEIA  PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  Gboege  Lunan,  of  Edinburgh,  has  issued  most 
concise  memoranda  on  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  for  medical 
men.  He  rightly  states  that  all  that  medical  men  want  to 
know  about  the  new  B.P.  is  what  is  new  in  it,  and  what  has 
been  altered.  So  he  gives  them  these  things  in  seven  32  mo 
pages  and  throws  in  all  alterations  in  doses  as  well.  It  is 
worth  copying — outside  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Rogers,  of  327  Oxford  Street,  W.,  has 
compiled  on  a  six-page  card  a  convenient  summary  of  the 
additions  to  the  Pharmacopa-ia  and  of  the  alterations  in 
composition  and  strength  effected  by  the  new  edition.  Mr. 
Rogers  is  willing  to  supply  such  cards  to  chemists  to  whom 
they  may  be  useful,  in  quantities  of  50  or  100,  with  their 
names  instead  of  bis,  at  cost-price.  Mr.  Rogers  announces 
that  be  adopted  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  from  May  24  for  all 
new  prescriptions,  unless  specially  instructed  to  the  contrary. 

Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  Giltspur  Street,  E.C., 
have  signalised  the  publication  of  a  new  British  Pharma- 
copoeia by  thoroughly  revising  their  familiar  blue  price-list, 
and  issuing  it  to  their  customers  this  month  in  a  handsome 
red-cloth  portfolio,  which  holds  one  copy  of  the  list  and  a 
copy  of  the  soluble  "  sweet  "-coated  pills  list.  A  feature  of 
the  new  blue-list  is  that  in  nearly  every  case  in  which  Latin 
titles  are  used  the  words  are  spelled  out  in  full,  and  the 
new  nomenclature  is  adopted.  This  is  a  greater  improve- 
ment than  one  is  at  first  inclined  to  suppose ;  it  improves 
the  appearame  of  the  list,  tends  to  reduce  errors  {e.g.,  sulph. 
for  sulphis  and  sulphas),  and  it  will  help  to  educate 
apprentices  into  familiarity  with  the  full  Latin  titles. 
During  this  month  also  it  will  give  Latin  purists  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exercising  their  critical  faculty,  and  the  firm  will, 
we  believe,  welcome  any  suggestions  or  corrections.  The 
end  papers  of  the  portfolio  contain  a  number  of  pithy  para- 
graphs as  to  terms,  forwarding  goods,  &c. 


are  put  up  in  packets,  the  Japanese  selling  at  2d.  and  the 
Sensation  at  Id.,  also  in  4<f.  screw-stop  bottles.  Each  half- 
gross  is  packed  in  a  box  with  glass  inner  lid,  and  with  well- 
designed  label  on  the  inside  of  the  outer  lid.  On  orders  of  a 
gross  of  Qd.  bottles  customer's  name  and  address  arc  printed 
free.  We  find  the  flavours  of  these  cachous  plcisant,  and 
the  slightly  stimulating  effect  they  exert  on  the  mucous 
surface  of,  the  mouth  very  agreeable.  The  sale  of  the 
cachous,  we  learn,  has  been  very  large,  and  in  order  that 
chemists  may  judge  of  their  qualities  the  firm  offer  free 
samples  to  anyone  writing  for  them. 


A  Formalin  Spray-producer  is  the  latest  thing  in  this 
line  brought  out  by  the  Formalin  Hygienic  Company 
(Limited),  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.   It  is  an  ingenious  arrange- 


ment made  of  metal,  on  the  same  principle  as  the  piston- 
spray  attached  to  bottles,  but  in  this  case  the  piston  is  the 
bottle  also. 

Messes.  Kay  Brothers  (Limited),  of  Stockport,  have 
recently  placed  on  the  market  an  ingenious  machine  which 
is  intended  for  the  use  of  chemists  and  others  who  wish  to 
spread  their  own  fly-papers.  The  firm  assert  that  by  means 
of  this  machine  one  person  can  spread  papers  at  the  rate  of 
five  or  six  gross  per  hour,  the  only  assistance  required  being 
a  boy  to  fold  the  papers  as  they  are  drawn  from  the  machine. 
We  give  an  illustration  which  will  go  a  long  way  towards 
explaining  the  mode  of  working.    The  tank  is  thrown  back, 


Messrs.  R.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.,  20  Eastcheap,  E.C,  inform 
us  that  they  have  made  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  a 
tartaric  acid  which  stands  the  B  P.  test  for  lead. 

The  Medico-Hygienic  Company  (Limited),  63  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C,  have  obtained  the  British  agency  for 
La  Roche  &:  Cie.'s  alkaloidal  antl  synthetic  products,  which 
include  cocake  hydrochloride,  phenacetin,  guaicol,  thiocol, 
&c. 

Damschinsky's  Hair  dye.— Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co., 
Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C,  have  been  appointed  consignees  of 
this  unique  hair-dye.  It  is  a  dark-brown  solution  which 
contains  neither  lead  nor  silver,  and  owes  its  dyeing  pro- 
perties to  an  organic  body  which  penetrates  the  hair  and 
imparts  an  unchangeable  stain  to  it.  The  dye  is  a  sirgle 
solution,  and  is  put  up  to  retail  at  Is.  3d.  and  2s.  per  case. 

Messrs.  H.  F.  Love  &  Co.,  41  Bishopsgate  Street,  EC, 
are  making  just  now  an  exceptional  offer  of  fine  filtered 
No.  1  castor  oil  pressed  from  Calcutta  seeds.  It  is  an  almost 
colourless  oil,  apparently  made  from  picked  seed,  and  we 
understand  it  is  imported  in  order  to  compete  with  the  East 
Indian  oil,  which  is  not  so  much  in  favour  for  medicinal 
purposes  as  it  used  to  be.  Messrs.  Love  &  Co.  only  supply 
wholesale  quantities,  and  such  firms  who  wish  to  buy  at 
keen  prices  would  do  well  to  communicate  with  them. 

Cachous. — Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  60, 62  and  64  Artillery 
Lane,  E.,  have  sent  for  our  trial  some  samples  of  their 
'  Royal  Japanese  "  cachous  and  "  Sensation  "  cachous.  They 
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the  papers  being  placed  under  the  spring,  and  the  machine 
is  brought  into  position  with  the  mouthpiece  resting  on  the 
uppermost  paper.  Fill  the  tank  two-thirds  full  with  the  fly- 
gum  or  other  material,  which  should  be  at  a  temperature  of 
about  100°  C.  Light  the  gas-jets  underneath,  but  keep 
them  low,  so  that  the  whole  machine  and  contents  may  be 
kept  as  near  the  above  temperature  as  possible.  Allow  the 
gum  to  exude  from  the  mouthpiece  until  half  the  paper  is 
covered  ;  then  raise  the  tank  by  means  of  the  treadle,  with- 
draw the  paper,  and  repeat  the  operation  with  a  fresh 
paper. 
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Habrison— Hunt.  —  At  South  Newton  Church,  near 
Salisbury,  on  May  18,  Frederick  J.  Harrison,  chemist, 
Salisbury,  to  Mary  Agnes  Hunt,  of  Little  Wishford. 

Oldham— Armstrong.-  -At  the  United  Methodist  Free 
Church,.  Hull,  on  May  26,  by  the  Rev.  I.  W.  Armstrong, 
father  of  the  bride,  Frank  Oldham,  of  W.  T.  Oldham  &  Sons, 
chemists,  Wisbech,  to  Beth  Armstrong,  Hull. 

Tuenee — Gibson. — On  April  28,  at  St.  refers,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  George  Turner,  chemist,  of  Biggleswade,  late 
of  Longton,  Staffs,  elder  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Turner, 
chemist,  of  Market  Street,  and  Ashwood,  Longton,  to 
Harriet  Ann,  elder  daughter  of  the  late  William  Gibson,  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 


Beaddock.— On  May  28,  at  bis  residence,  33  Queen's 
Eoad,  Oldham,  Mr.  George  Braddock,  chemist  and  druggist 
Aged  86.  88 

Ludeking. — Mr.  A.  C.  Ludeking,  of  the  firm  of  Liideking 
&  Waizenfeld,  drug-merchants,  &c,  Hamburg,  died  on 
May  28.    He  was  a  member  of  the  Hamburger  Burgerschaf  t 

Masset. — At  Lyndon  House,  Lenton  Boulevard,  Notting- 
ham, on  May  27,  Mr.  Cecil  Massey,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
Aged  25. 

Peel.— On  May  21,  at  Thomas  Street,  Armagh,  Susan 
Annie,  wife  of  Josiah  Peel,  druggist. 

PLAYFAIE.— Sir  Lyon,  Baron  Playfair,  died  at  his  resi- 
dence, 68  Onslow  Gardens,  S.W.,  on  Sunday,  in  his  80th  year. 
Thus  one  of  the  seven  savants  whom  the  Chemical  Society 
proposed  to  honour  next  week  has  passed  away.  He  was 
in  several  respects  the  most  interesting  of  the  group,  for  his 
association  with  chemistry  goes  back  to  the  time  of  Dalton, 
whom  he  knew  in  Manchester,  while  as  a  politician  he  has 

had  many  honours. 
Lyon  Playfair  was 
born  at  Meerut  on 
May  21,  1819.  He 
was  the  second  son 
of  Dr.  George  Play- 
fair, Chief  Inspec- 
tor-General of  Hos- 
pitals in  Bengal, 
and  was  sent  home 
to  Scotland  at  an 
early  age  to  be 
educated,  the  edu- 
cation finishing  up 

i-!f9B  with  the  arts  course 

at  St.  Andrew's 
University.  Then 
he  went  (o  Glasgow 
to  study  medicine, 
and  became,  under 
Graham's  tuition, 
,  an  exceptionally 

ardent  student  of  chemistry.  It  was  while  he  was  in  Glas- 
gow that  he  made  practical  acquaintance  with  pharmacy  in 
Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green's  establishment,  which  he  visited  an 
hour  or  so  per  day  for  six  months.  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer 
was  an  apprentice  at  that  time,  and  the  friendship 
between  the  two  young  men  was  maintained  throughout  life 
loung  Playfair's  health  broke  down,  and  he  went  back 
to  India.  Eecovering,  he  returned  to  London,  and,  by 
Graham's  advice,  went  to  Giessen,  which  Liebig  was 
at  the  time  making  famous.  On  his  return  with  the 
Ph.D.  degree  he  worked  for  a  time  with  Dr.  Thomas  Graham 
in  University  College.  It  was  while  he  was  working  there, 
waiting  for  something  to  turn  up,  that  the  chance  of  his  life 
came  to  him.  The  Prince  Consort  had  arranged  for  Baron 
Liebig  to  come  to  this  country  to  give  a  course  of  lectures  at 
various  agricultural  centres  on  agricultural  subjects,  and 
young  Playfair  was  engaged  to  accompany  Baron  Liebig  as 


interpreter.    Thereafter  he  became  associated  with  James 
Young  in  his  investigations  on   paraffin,  was  for  some 
time  in  a  dye-works,  and   began  his  career  as  a  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry  at  the  Royal   Institution,  Manchester, 
in   1843.    But  he  did  not  hold  that  appointment  long," 
and  the  importance  of  the  Liebig  and  Prince  Consort  con- 
nection may  be  traced  in  the  next  thirty  years  of  his  life. 
In  1844  he  was  placed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  upon  the  Roya> 
Commission  on  Public  Health,  which  laid  the  foundation  of 
modern   sanitary  improvements,  and  in  1846  he  was  ap- 
pointed chemist  to  the  Museum  of  Geology.    He  was  now  well 
in  as  an  official,  and  1851  saw  him  appointed  Special  Com- 
missioner in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Juries  of  the  great 
Exhibition,  his  services  being  rewarded  with  the  OB.  and 
an  appointment  in  the  household  of  the  Prince  Consort.  In. 
1856  he  became  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  where  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Prince  Alfred 
were  among  his  pupils.    This  post  he  held  until  1868,  when 
he  gave  himself  up  entirely  to  public  matters,  being  elected 
M.P.  for  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's  Universities.    He  sat  in, 
the  House  of  Commons  from  1868  to  1892,  and  duiing  that 
time  was  regarded  as  the  scientific  authority  of  the  House 
and  was  one  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  rigbt-hand  men,  serving  ill 
three  Governments  as  Postmaster-General,  Vice-President  of 
the  Council,  and  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  holding  the 
last-mentioned  during  Mr.  Brand's  Speakership,  when  obstruc- 
tion was  created.    His  public  duties  have  overshadowed  his 
early  work  as  a  chemist,  and  although  he  never  showed  the 
brilliance  of  his  masters,  Graham  and  Liebig,   he  was 
respected  by  all  English  chemists,  and  was  looked  up  to  by 
them  as  one  of  the  makers  of  modern  chemistry.    He  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Chemical  Society,  and 
held  several  offices  in  it,  including  the  presidency  in  1857-9; 
was  President  of  the  British  Association,  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  since 
1881.    He  had  many  academic  and  national  honours  con- 
ferred upon  him.    Lord  Playfair  was  married  three  times, 
and  is  succeeded  in  the  title  by  a  son  of  the  first  marriage, 
Lieut-Col.  George  James  Playfair,  R.A.,   Fintray  House 
Aberdeenshire.    The  family  is  an  old  St.  Andrew's  one,  Lord 
Playfair's  grandfather  having  been  Principal  of  St.  Salvator's 
College  and  Royal  Historiographer  for  Scotland.   When  Sir  L.. 
Playfair  was  created  a  peer,  he  chose  to  be  known  as  Playfair  of 
St.  Andrews.    The  portrait  which  we  print  is  taken  from  a 
photograph  supplied  to  us  by  Lord  Playfair  ten  days  agc> 
and  is  the  most  recent  he  has  had  taken— perhaps  fifteen 
years  ago.    Lord  Playfair  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  Boviil  (Limited).    To  this  he  was  drawn  partly 
through  personal  friendship  with  Mr.  J.  Lawson  Johnston, 
the  founder,  but  also  through  his  interest  in  its  operations 
from  a  scientific  standpoint,  and  he  was  never  tired  of  saying 
that  Bovril  fulfilled  the  ideal  aimed  at  by  his  old  teacher, 
Liebig.    After  joiniDg  the  board  he  took  an  active  interest 
in  the  company's  progress.    He  suggested  improvements,  and 
paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  military  foods  and  cam- 
paigning rations,  with  the  result  that  the  company  have 
obtained  a  high  reputation  for  these  products. 

We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  Chemical  Society's  banquet 
to  the  Past  Presidents  on  June  9,  and  also  Dr.  Mond's  garden- 
party  on  June  10,  are  postponed  in  consequence  of  Lord  Playfair's 
death.  He  was  the  senior  Past  President,  and  the  last  surviving 
founder  of  the  Society. 

Rosengarten.— Mr.  Mitchell  G.  Rosengarten,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Rosengarten  &  Sons,  manufacturing 
chemists,  of  Philadelphia,  at  his  residence  in  that  city,  on 
May  19,  from  paralysis.  The  deceased  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia in  September,  1829.  His  father,  the  late  George  D. 
Rosengarten,  was  a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  in  1801.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when 
a  young  man,  and  founded  the  famous  chemical-manu- 
facturing firm  which  has  been  continued  by  his  sons.  Mr. 
Rosengarten,  who  graduated  from  the  College  of  Pharmacy 
at  the  age  of  19,  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
business  of  his  firm,  which  is  said  to  be  the  second  largest 
chemical-manufacturing  establishment  in  the  States.  He 
led  a  quiet,  retired  life,  but  was  a  liberal  patron  of  charity 
organisations. 

Wylde.— On  May  15,  Mr.  James  Wylde,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Chorlton  Road,  Stretford '  Road,  Manchester. 
Aged  81. 
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IReccnt  patents. 

The  following  are  abstracts  of  recent  specifications  of  in- 
ventions for  which  English  patents  are  applied  for.  The 
complete  specification  of  any  patent  can  be  obtained  by 
purchase  through  any  money-order  office,  where  postcards, 
price  8d.  each,  for  ordering  patents  are  obtainable.  The 
number  of  the  patent  and  year  are  specified  at  the  end  of 
each  paiagr  .iph  : — ■ 

Cattle-food.— Otto  Zttrcher,  the  Walsingham  House, 
Piccadilly,  W  ,  claims  the  right  of  employing  bananas,  also 
of  using  plantains  or  other  Musa  fruits,  for  an  improved  food 
or  preparation.    (27,588,  1397.) 

Perforating  Postage-stamps.  —Mr.  J.  Tecvan,  surgeon, 
and  Mr.  J.  F.  Hoyne,  Dublin,  claim  protection  for  the  idea 
of  perforating  postage- stamps  diagonally  from  corner  to 
corner,  so  as  to  make  two  equal  halves  of  a  stamp.  (26.912, 
1897.) 

Article  of  Food  J.  L.  Grant,  Rainford  Square,  Liver- 
pool, claims  protection  for  a  food-product  faid  to  be  more 
digestible  and  nutritious  lhati  hard  cheese  commonly  sold. 
The  process  consists  in  removing  the  rind  from  and  re- 
ducing between  rollers  80  part3  of  cheese,  and  mixing  in  20 
parts  of  cream  and  moulding  into  cakes.  Flavourings  may 
be  added  during  the  process,  and  fats  other  than  cream  used. 
(30  919,  1897.) 

Preserving  Eggs. — F.  H.  M.  Rover,  39  Bbhmkeustrasse, 
Hamburg,  pre.-erves  eggs  by  immersing  them  in  a  solution 
of  saccharated  lime  to  which  glue,  or  gelatine  and  salt,  or 
boric  acid,  or  a  borate  or  sulphite  of  lime  has  been  added. 
A  suitable  fluid  is  made  by  mixing  20  litres  of  slaked  lime 
with  1  cubic  metre  of  water,  and  adding  to  the  clear  solution 
3  litres  of  dark  syrup  or  6  litres  of  clear  syrup,  2  to  3  lbs.  of 
salt,  and  30  grammes  of  gelatine  or  glue.  It  is  claimed  that 
eggs  preserved  by  this  method  neither  taste  unpleasantly 
nor  burst  when  boiled.    (26,658,  1897.) 

Improvement  in  Matches. — J.  Craveri,  Calle  Tucuman, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Doctor  in  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  aims  at 
improving  the  manufacture  of  safety-matches  by  substitut- 
ing the  sulpho-cyanogens  for  amorphous  phosphorus.  The 
paste  for  the  friction-surface  is  a  mixture  of  cyanogen  per- 
sulphide,  2;  acid  persulpho-cyanic,  1;  xanthate  of  potas- 
sium, -5;  sulphide  of  antimony,  4;  gelatine,  1.  For  the 
heads  of  the  matches  the  paste  is  made  of  sulphur,  3  ;  nitro- 
naphthalene,  2  ;  bichromate  of  potash,  5  :  chlorate  of  potash, 
50;  pulverised  glass,  30  ;  gelatine,  1.    (27  520,  1897.) 

Ingredients  for  Cakes,  Puddings,  &c. — H.  S.  Robert- 
son, chemist,  Coronation  Road,  and  E.  &  J.  Blackmore,  food 
specialists,  Bristol,  prepare  and  preserve  the  ingredients  for 
cakes,  so  that  they  only  require  mixing  with  water  to  make 
a  paste  ready  for  use.  The  method  is  to  mix  melted  gela- 
tine with  the  yolks  or  whites  of  eggs,  and  then  mix  with 
melted  butter  or  fat  6  per  cent,  of  the  gelatinised  yolks  or 
3  per  cent,  of  gelatinised  wnites,  and  stir  so  as  to  leave  the 
fat  granulated  when  cold.  Other  ingredients  are  now  added, 
and  the  whole  packed  in  parcels  readv  for  use.  (26  884, 
1897.) 

Chemical  Engraving  on  Marble  or  Stone. — J.  E. 
De  Pohl  and  the  North-East  Chemical  Printing  and  Publish- 
ing Company,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  claim  protection  for  the 
following  method  of  chemical  engraving,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  advertising-purposes.  The  following  solutions  are 
prepared :— (1)  Benzol,  1,000  grammes ;  bitumen,  90 
grammes.  (2)  Essence  of  lavender,  30  grammes  ;  camphor, 
15  grammes.  (3)  Gold  chloride,  1  gramme;  spirit  of  tur- 
pentine, 2  oz.  Mix  all  together  for  half  hour,  let  stand 
for  twenty-four  hours,  and  filter  through  cotton- wool. 
The  marble  or  stone  is  levelled,  and  flooded  with  the 
solution  and  dried.  The  design  is  then  placed  in  position, 
and  the  whole  exposed  to  electric  light  for  1\  hour.  The 
slab  is  then  given  a  bath  of  spirit  of  turpentine  for  five 
minutes,  washed  with  water,  and  etched  with  the  following 
solution: — Hydrochloric  acid,  1  part;  perchloride  of  iron. 
1  part;  gum  arabic.  1  lb.;  water,  6  parts.  Etch  eighl 
minutes ;  take  out  and  wash  with  benzine.  Sealing-wax  dis- 
solved in  alcohol  is  then  used  for  filling  in  the  design. 
(25,550,  1397.) 


Ht  tbc  Counter. 

Automatic  crystals  of  potash  were  wanted  at  Henfield, 
Sussex.    Mr.  Merritt  gave  permanganate. 

St.  Pet kr's  Boy  (Islington)  sends  us  the  following 
original  "  Id.  of  Old  Cock's  Porserfcs  Plaster." 

Red  Pisop,  Tin  Ruber,  Sitron  of  iron,  1  icq  ward  of  am- 
monia are  indications  of  the  chemical  lore  of  Northallerton. 

CUSTOMERS  of  Mr.  E.  Corke,  Ticehurst,  have  sent  to  him  for 
"  persivity  powder,-'  "rock  hill  salts,"  "Condy'a  fluid  chips," 
"  2/1.  gumars  Fetita,"  and  "  Id.  of  that  powder  what  we  have 
to  rub  in  our  heads  when  we  have  flees." 

Feom  a  large  collection  of  originals  sent  us  by  Messrs.  G. 
Marshall  &  Sons,  of  Birmingham,  we  select  the  following  as 
novelties: — "  Rockside  of  Igerfine  (peroxide  of  hydrogen), 
fluted  magnesia,  hardine,  Mathers  Seagle's  caretave  surep, 
pcaney  Roall  steel  Pills." 

A  Lady  writes  to  a  chemist  in  the  Midlands  to  ask  him  to 
quote  for  1  lb.  carbonate  of  iron  and  1  oz.  quinine.  Chemist 
quotes  2d.  per  oz.  for  ferri  carb.,  and  4r/.  per  drachm  for 
quinine.    Lady  replies  :  "  I  And  I  cannot  pay  your  price.  I 

shall  send  to  the  late  Mr.  ,  of  Bristol."     Perhaps  the 

late  gentleman  may  not  reply. 

Nothing  foe  the  Interpretation.— A  customer  sends 
the  following  to  Mr.  Burt,  of  Lordship  Lane  :— 

(I  forget  the  name)  acid,  about  the  sizcof  a  walluut.  If  you  ex- 
pose it  to  the  air  it  evaporates,  put  it  into  half  bason  of  warm 
water,  saturate  the  hair,  and  it  becomes  as  lather  ;  it  cleans  the  huir 
well.    Tlris  will  explain  the  acid.  1<(\  please. 

Amnion  carb.  was  wanted. 

"This  took  place  in  our  Briggate  pharmacy  a  few  days 
ago  "  (writes  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds,  Leeds)  : — "  Small  boy,  with 

r° — — — — — —   1  — i 


cup  :  Please,  mother  wants  the  smallest  quantity  of  prussic 
acid  you  make  for  cleaning  boots."    No  business  resulted. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Chekrett,  Monkwearmouth,  sends  us  a  twelve- 
month's collection  of  originals — a  somewhat  substantial 
bundle.  We  thin  the  collection  by  rejecting  the  varieties  of 
vin.  ipecac,  which  we  must  inform  our  correspondents  are 
"  off  "  for  a  year  or  two,  and  select  a  few  novelties.  Among 
these  are  red  ogre,  York  tan  or  yellow  o-ka,  tinker  orine, 
-J-  dram  hidar  of  potash,  1  oz.  of  Sasperla,  Blue  junction, 
affectionate  of  senna,  hawthorn  sweet  oil,  bitter  Alice,  and 
glazin.  Mindereius  spirit  becomes  indian  hair,  ol.  santal. 
flav.  is  converted  into  oil  of  saddle,  and  carmine  into  cirmy. 
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Notice  to  Hetail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19, 1893,  p.  473. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.G.,  June  2. 

A HOLIDAY  FLAVOUR  is  still  perceptible  in  the  markets- 
Some  departments  are  lifeless,  others  are  active-— for 
example,  the  chemical-trade.  Oil  of  star-anise  is  the  article 
which  is  most  talked  about  this  week,  speculators  having 
forced  up  prices,  probably  with  a  view  to  higher  things 
when  the  cousnming-season  comes  on.  Cocaine  deserves 
close  observation.  Camphor  has  at  last  taken  a  turn — down- 
wards. The  following  are  the  principal  alterations  since 
our  last : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Dextrin 

Ammonia  sulphate 

Arsenic 

G ly cerin 

Balsam  Peru 

Cream  of  tartar 

Oil,  star-anise 

Benzols 

Copper  sulphate 

Pepper 

Buchu-leaves 

Golden  seal 

Soy 

Musk-seed 

Gum  mastic 

Wax,  bees 

Oil,  linseed 

Oil,  lemongrass 

Shellac 

Oil,  turpentine 

CABLEGRAMS. 

Bergen,  June  2,  10  20  a.m.  :— The  Ashing  at  Finmarken 
is  about  closing  with  a  very  poor  result.  The  total  catch  of 
cod  at  all  the  fisheries  is  34,712  000,  as  against  53,234.000  in 
1897,  and  the  yield  of  oil  is  20,679  barrels,  against  27,082 
barrels.  The  market  is  firm,  at  81s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen, 
for  non- congealing  medicinal  oil. 

*  *  * 

Hamburg,  June  2.  12  10  p.m.  :—  The  only  change  of  im- 
portance in  this  market  to-day  is  that  the  refiners  of 
camphor  have  reduced  their  prices  by  10m.  per  100  kilos, 
for  bells.    To-day's  quotation  is  240m.  (=  Is.  Id.  per  lb.). 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  June  2,  2.49  p.m.  :_This  market  is  lifeless, 
and  little  business  is  passing,  which  is  especially  the  case 
with  opium,  and  holders  are  inclined  to  give  easier  terms. 
Quinine  is  also  weaker,  but  without  quotable  change ;  and 
tolu  balsam  has  declined  from  42c.  to  40c.  per  lb.  Beeswax 
still  remains  at  31c.  to  33c.  per  lb.  ;  but  higher  rates  are  in 
view,  and  the  same  is  true  of  cascara  sagrada. 


The  rumour  on  'Change  to-day  that  there  is  a  change  in 
the  firm  of  E.  Merck,  chemical-manufacturer,  Darmstadt, 
simply  relates  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
family  is  about  to  retire,  and  clue  notification 
of  the  event  will  be  given  to  the  trade.    The  retirement  will 
not  involve  any  change  in  the  business. 


During  the  quarter  ending  on  March  31  last,  drawback 
has  been  paid  on  16,504  proof  gallons  of  spirits  exported  in 
tinctures,  being  an  increase  of  2,797  gallons 
Tinctures  over  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  For 
mXm-  the  year  to  tne  same  date  tnere  is  the  very 
back.  substantial  increase   of  10,520   gallons — the 

total  number  of  proof  gallons  on  which  draw- 
back has  been  allowed  during  the  financial  year  just 
ended  beirg  67,519,  as  against  56,999  in  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1897. 


Acetone.— Firm,  at  from  551.  to  QOL  per  ton,  according  to 
quantity  and  delivery. 

Acid,  Carbolic. — In  good  demand,  and  one  maker  has 
advanced  his  price  for  35° — 36°  to  Id.  per  lb.,  which  is  \d. 
above  the  general  quotation. 

Acids,  Citric  and  Tartaric. — Unchanged. 

Acid,  Oxalic— Quiet,  at  3M.  to  3|i.  per  lb.  net.  delivered 
London. 

Alcohol. — -The  London  market  for  German  potato-spirit 
is  firm,  but  without  alteration,  the  quotation  being  from 
10$d.  to  llg(i.  per  gallon  c.i.f.,  according  to  delivery.  The 
Berlin  quotation  has  been  reduced  by  3m.  this  week. 

Aloes,  Cape. — The  ten  cases  of  fine  bright  hard  quality 
offered  and  bought  in  at  the  last  drug  sales  at  26s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  have  since  been  sold  at  that  price.  There  have 
been  no  arrivals  this  week. 

Ammonia  Salts. — Sal  ammoniac  is  unchanged  at  35s. 
per  cwt.  for  firsts  and  33s.  for  seconds.  Carbonate  3d.  per  lb. 
Sulphate,  91.  10s.  Beckton,  or  9/.  5s.  prompt ;  London  and 
Leith,  9/.  7s.  6d. ;  and  Hull,  9/.  5s. 

Arsenic. — Lower.  Best  white  powder  can  be  bought  at 
19/.  1C*  per  ton,  "  c  i.f.  "  terms. 

Balsam  Peru. — Firmer,  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  having  been  paid 
since  our  last,  but  9s.  9d.  is  now  wanted. 

Belladonna-root.— Steady,  at  42s.  per  cwt ,  "  c.i.f/' 

Buchu.—  Sales  have  been  made  privately  this  weekat4,^Z. 
per  lb  for  good  bright  round  leaves,  and  old  stock  yellow 
longs  3id.  Fine  leaves  are  held  for  6d.  per  lb.  and  yellowish 
at  5d. 

Camphor  (Crude).— A  quiet  market  at  88s.  to  89s.  per 
cwt.  for  Japanese,  and  82s.  for  Chinese  c.i.f.  terms.  The 
shipments  from  Canton  and  Hong-Kong  to  the  Continent 
since  January  1,  1893.  were  4.975  boxes,  against  same  period 
1897,  9,923  ;  1893,  8,514  ;  1895,  7,994  boxes.  We  observe  that 
829  cases  of  Chinese  and  Japanese  have  been  landed  at 
Hamburg  this  week,  as  well  as  854  cases  of  camphor  oil. 

Camphor  (Refined).— English,  in  bells,  is  Is.  2kd.  per  lb. 
in  ton  lots.    German  is  cheaper. 

Cantharides.— Russian  flies  of  fair  sifted  quality  are 
firmly  held  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  There  are  no  stocks  of  Chinese 
here;  the  stock  in  Hong-Kong  on  April  30  was  five  piculs. 


Cinchona. — The  following  figures  relate  to  the  Java 
shipments  of  bark  from  July  1,  1897,  to  March  31,  1898, 
compared  with  previous  years: — 


1897-S8 

1896-97 

1895-96 

1894-95 

1S93-94 

Priva  te  plantations 
(Amst.  lbs.) 

Government  planta- 
tions (Amst.  lbs.) 

6.970,065 
488,276 

6,908,911 
143,946 

6,823,747 
535,503 

6,190,022 
544,343 

4,871,183 
335,258 

The  cinchona- bark  shipments  from  Java  during  May  were  as 
follows: -1893,   672,000  Amsterdam   lbs;    1897,  '600  000  • 

1896,  768.000:  1895,  402,700;  1894,  900.000;  1893,  714  000; 
and  durincr  January-May  :  1898,  3,884.000  Amsterdam  lbs  ■ 

1897.  2  534  000;  1895.  3,260,000;  1895,  2  879,700;  1894' 
3,288,000 ;  1893,  3,244,000. 

Cocaine. — In  order  to  counteract  the  cutting  which  has 
lately  been  going  on  in  this  market  and  on  the  Continent 
(as  low  as  8s.  6d.  per  oz.  has  been  paid  for  hydrochloride),  a 
proposal  is  now  under  consideration  for  maintaining  values, 
and  this,  together  with  the  fact  that  speculators  are  turning 
tbeir  attention  to  the  article,  gives  the  market  a  momentary 
firmer  tone.  The  official  prices  for  the  best  brands  of  hydro- 
chloride remain  at  9s.  Qd.  per  oz. ;  but  it  is  possible  to  buy 
100-oz.  lots  at  9s. 

Coca-leaves  are  scarce  in  New  York,  where  the  equiva- 
lent of  lOd.  per  lb.  is  wanted  ;  but  in  Hamburg  extra  green 
leaves  are  priced  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Truxillo  leaves  are  6d.  to 
8//.  per  lb.  The  March  shipments  from  Java  were  50  bales, 
all  of  which  went  to  Holland.  The  total  exports  from  July  1 
1897,  to  March  31,  1898,  were  :— 

1897-8        1896-7        1395-S        1394-5  1393-4. 
Bales  ...    863  765  865  801  121 
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Copper  Sulphate. — Easier.  On  the  spot  15/  10s.  to 
16/.  10  s.  per  ton,  according  to  brand;  Liverpool,  16/.  2s.  6<7. 
to  16/.  5s. 

Cream  of  Tartar  of  B.P.  quality  is  quoted  at  from  80.*. 
to  81s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  according  to  holder,  and  powder  82s.  Qd. 
Good  white  French  crystals,  "commercial  quality."  are 
offered  at  71s.  to  71s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  and  powder  at  73s.  to 
75s.    The  f.o.b.  Bordeaux  quotation  is  from  63s.  Qd.  to  66s. 

Cubebs. — Nothing  doing.  Fine  sifted  grey  berries  as 
offered  at  the  last  drug  sales  may  be  had  at  25s.  to  30s., 
according  to  quality.  The  exports  from  Java  during  March 
amounted  to  143  piculs,  and  from  July  1,  1897,  to  March  31, 
1898 :— 

1897-98     1896-97     1895-96     1894-95  1893-94 
Piculs     5,128        1,604         2,618        2,298  1,055 

Dextrin. — Higher.  From  17/.  to  17/.  10s.  per  ton,  ex 
wharf,  is  now  asked. 

Galls. — Quiet.  Green  and  white  Persian  are  in  small 
supply,  but  without  inquiry  at  45s.  to  49s.,  and  at  41s.  to 
42s.  Qd.  respectively  ;  blue,  54s.  to  55s. ;  Turkey,  blue, 
47s.  6d.  to  50s.  ;  green  and  white  not  offered. 

Glycerin. — A  shilling  dearer.  Double-distilled  German 
sp.  gr.  1  260,  has  advanced  from  51s.  to  52s.  per  cwt.  Dyna- 
mite glycerin  has  sold  at  from  S8/.  to  39/.  per  ton,  and  40/. 
is  now  wanted.    Crude  is  almost  unobtainable. 

Golden-Seal  Root. — Our  last  quotation  of  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  can  now  be  shaded,  as  there  is  a  disposition  to  realise 
stock  in  London. 

Gum  Arabic. — Good  picked  Trieste  with  about  25  per 
cent,  bold  tears  is  offered  at  15/.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Mastic. — Easier,  at  Is.  9;/.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for 
good  pale  tear,  the  former  price  for  a  fair-sized  parcel. 

Gums,  Varnish. — The  sales  to-day  showed  an  improved 
tone,  and  the  purchases  satisfied  the  brokers.  Of  Kauri, 
about  1,000  packages  sold — tine  pale  at  10/.  to  11/.  10s  ;  fair 
ambery,  8/.  10s.  to  8/.  12s.  Qd.  ;  good  scraped  ditto,  6/.  10s. 
to  11.  5s. ;  and  other  qualities  down  to  52i.  Qd.  for  pickings 
and  37s.  Qd.  for  brown  ditto.  Zanzibar  Animi :  Good  bright 
amber  sold  at  13/.  5s.  to  13/.  7s.  Qd. ;  dull  ditto,  9/.  15s.  to 
10/.  ;  small  and  glassy,  9/.  7s.  Qd.  to  9/.  12s.  Qd. ;  ordinary 
red  sorts,  4/.  to  5/.  10s.  Manila  copal :  About  one-third, 
amounting  to  over  1.000  packages,  sold — selected  pale  at 
65s.  to  70s. ;  seconds,  54s.  to  59s.  :  hard  ambery,  50s. :  brown, 
35s.  to  39s.;  low  dark,  10s.  to  lis.  Qd.  Macassar:  Small 
yellow  sold  at  35s  to  40s.,  and  pickings  at  12s.  to  12s.  Qd. 
Fine  bold  Singapore  Damar  sold  at  83s.  ;  dusty,  32s.  Qd. ;  and 
Batavian  dust  at  15s. 

Ipecacuanha. — Ordinary  Rio,  slightly  damaged,  has  sold 
this  week  at  9s.  per  lb.,  and  for  good  sound  root  up  to  9s.  3d. 
is  asked.  Small  sales  of  Cartagena  root  have  also  been 
made  at  4s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  ordinary;  5s.  per  lb.  is  still 
wanted  by  the  principal  holder.  The  exports  of  Carta- 
gena ipecacuanha  from  Panama  during  1897  were  4,180 
lbs.  (383/)  against  26,594  lbs.  in  1896  (2,438/.).  Of 
this  quantity  814  kilos,  went  to  Great  Britain,  and  1,465 
kilos,  to  U.S.A.  The  average  price  at  the  port  of  ship- 
ment was  Is.  10c/.  per  lb. ;  231  lbs.  were  also  shipped  from 
Colon  to  this  country. 

Liquorice-root. — Dull  of  sale.  Decorticated  is  offered 
at  38s.  to  40s.,  c.i.f.  terms.  The  imports  into  New  York 
during  1896-97  were  20,357  tons  (152,529/.)  and  32.463  tons 
(231,513/.)  respectively. 

MoRPniA. — A  quiet  market  and  not  much  doing,  but  we 
hear  of  a  sale  of  a  large  quantity  of  muriate  in  powder  at 
4s.  6(Z.  per  oz. 

Musk-seed. — This  is  a  scarce  article,  and  there  is  inquiry 
for  it.  West  Indian  seed  is  9d.  per  lb.,  and  East  Indian  Is., 
but  the  latter  is  a  quotation  which  would  be  shaded. 

Oil,  Bay. — Genuine  leaf  oil  is  offered  at  8s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Bergamot  is  quiet,  at  7s.  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  c.i.f., 
according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Castor. — In  fair  demand,  at  steady  prices.  Fine 
pale,  medicinal  Italian  is  offered  at  4§cZ.  per  lb.  on  the  spot 
in  cases.  French  medicinal,  38s.  per  cwt.  in  cases  or  35s.  in 
barrels.    French  of  first  pressing,  31s.  in   barrels  or  29s. 
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f.o.b.  Marseilles  ;  second  pressing,  30s.  on  the  spot  or  28s. 
f.o.b.  Marseilles.  Of  Belgian,  there  is  very  little  to  be  had  in 
first  hands:  on  the  spot  30/.  10s.  to  31/.  per  ton  is  asked. 
British  manufacture  is  unchanged  at  last  week's  quotations. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Steady  at  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cod-liver — Owing  to  the  comparative  failure  of 
the  Finmarken  fishing  the  London  agents  are  asking  higher 
price?,  and  at  least  one  brand  has  been  advanced  by  4s.  per 
barrel  this  week,  the  quotation  now  being  85s.  per  barrel, 
c.i.f.,  but  other  brands  can  be  got  at  82s.  6(2.  for  50-barrel 
lots.  Our  Bergen  correspondent,  writing  on  May  28,  says- 
that  the  Finmarken  catch  up  to  date  is  about  4.000  000,  or  a 
yield  of  1.447  barrels,  against  6,100  000,  with  1.536  barrels, 
last  year,  and  10,800.000,  with  2,700  barrels,  in  1896.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  prospect  for  better  prices  are 
favourable,  if  figures  may  be  taken  as  any  indication.  The 
quotation  is  unchanged  at  81s.  per  barrel  f.o.b.  Bergen,  for 
non-congealing  oil,  but  the  tendency  is,  if  anything,  slightly 
firmer.  The  total  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  are  3.667 
barrels,  against  3  541  barrels.  It  may  interest  some  to  know 
that  the  Japanese  fishing  is  a  failure  this  year,  the  yield 
being  only  a  fifth  of  last  year's  fishing. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Amygdalina  oil  for  liqueur  and  per- 
fume makers  can  be  bought  at  lid.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lavender. — Well  matured  English  is  offered  at 
52s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Quiet  and  without  alteration  in  Trice.  The 
stocks  in  Messina  are  said  to  be  comparatively  snibll ;  3s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.  is  asked  for  genuine.  For  fine  guaiantced  oil- 
is.  9d.  per  lb.  spot  is  wanted  by  the  copper. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Has  a  lower  tendency  ;  3d.  per  oz. 
has  been  bid  and  refused  for  September- December  delivery. 

Oil,  Limes. — The  run  on  this  oil  has  been  due  to  American- 
purchases,  but  there  is  still  a  fair  supply  on  the  spot,  and 
business  is  passing  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Olive. — Steady.  Lucca  oil  is  offered  at  from  4s.  9d. 
to  5s.  9d.  per  gal.,  according  to  quality.  The  exports  from 
Corfu  during  i897  were  35,365  barrels,  valued  at  66.300/ , 
against  1  505,936  barrels  (1  barrel  =  16  imperial  gals.), 
69,507/. 

Oil,  Orange.— A  Messina  report,  dated  May  22,  states- 
that  stocks  are  almost  exhausted,  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  is  asked 
either  for  S/vcet  or  Bitter;  but  one  manufacturer  requires- 
10s.  for  the  latter.  Fine  West  Indian  oil  of  bitter  orange  of 
exquisite  aroma  is  obtainable  at  10s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Quiet.  HG1I  American  oil  may  be 
had  at  5s.  7%d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  or  at  5s.  6//.  for  arrival. 
Wayne  County  is  firm  at  3s.  9d.  and  less,  to  4s.  according  to- 
holder. 

Oil,  Star  Anise. — Dearer.  Since  our  last  6s.  9d.  per  lb. 
has  been  paid  on  the  spot,  and  it  is  not  now  possible  to  buy 
under  6s.  10^d.  Holders  name  7s.  as  their  price.  For  June- 
August  delivery  6s.  9d.  to  6s.  lOd.  is  mentioned,  and  sales 
have  been  made  at  6s.  Qd. ;  for  October-December  6s.  3d.  c.i.f. 
is  asked.  The  advance  is  stated  to  be  entirely  due 
to  speculation,  and  not  to  be  warranted  by  the  stocks, 
which  are  supposed  to  be  large,  600  to  750  cases 
in  London  being  the  estimate.  The  stock  in  Hong 
Kong  on  May  2  was  estimated  at  103  piculs.  The  British 
Consul  at  Pakhoi,  China,  reports  a  falling  off  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  aniseed  oil  from  that  port,  the  figures  being : — 1897 
215  067  lbs.  (48,376/.)  ;  against,  1396,  273,733  lbs.  (67,807/.), 
This  falling  off  was  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  1897  was  the 
alternating  "bad"  year,  and  partly  to  the  efforts  on  the 
part  of  the  French  authorities  to  attract  this  branch  of  trade 
to  Tonkin.  The  centre  of  the  aniseed  collection  is  Lung- 
chow,  whence,  until  1896,  practically  the  whole  amount 
destined  for  foreign  consumption  was  conveyed  by  porters 
to  Pakhoi,  and  thence  per  steamer  to  Hong-Kong.  In  1896 
the  Protectorate  of  Tonkin  imposed  an  export-duty  of  50c. 
per  kilo,  on  oil  of  anise  destined  elsewhere  than  to  France, 
where,  again,  oil  of  apparently  Tonkin  provenance  was  ad- 
mitted free.  This  gave  encouragement  to  French  dealers, 
who,  towards  the  close  of  1897,  began  to  buy  in  the  Lung- 
chow  market,  a  practice  they  no  doubt  intend  to  continue. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Rape  quiet,  at  23s.  p?r  cwt.  on  the  spot 
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■and  refined  at  24s.  6d.  ;  Ravison,  19s.  6d.  Linseed  has  a 
firmer  tendency,  at  161.  12s.  6d.  to  161,  15s.  per  pipe  on  the 
spot ;  barrels,  111.  2s.  6d.  to  111.  5s.  ;  and  June-August 
delivery  at  111.  Refined  Cotton-seed  oil,  16s.  3d.  to  16s.  9d.  in 
casks.  Cocoanut :  Ceylon,  24s.  6d.  in  pipes  ;  and  29s.  6d.  for 
'Cochin,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Opium. — Quiet.  Holders  of  Persian  are  firm,  but  little 
business  has  been  done;  lis.  6d.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  fine 
quality.  Good  to  fair  soft  shipping  Turkey  is  held  for  12s. ; 
seconds  ditto,  10s. ;  and  druggists'  at  9s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  lb. 
The  reports  from  Turkey  are  conflicting,  but  the  balance  of 
opinion  favours  the  view  that  the  spring  sowings  will  result 
in  a  fairly  satisfactory  crop.  The  arrivals  at  Smvrna  up  to 
May  20  were  3,630  cases,  agaiast  2,426  cases  in  1897. 

Oeange-peel. — Thin  Maltese  strip  fair  colour  can  be 
bought  at  3d.  per  lb.,  and  thick  rings  at  b^d. 

Oekis. — Quiet.  Advices  from  Leghorn  this  week  report 
that  both  the  stocks  of  Florentine  and  Verona  are  gradually 
■diminishing  and  well  held.  Selected  Florentine  is  offered 
At  40s.  per  cwt. ;  picked,  35s.  6d. ;  sorts,  33s.  6(2. ;  and  small 
white,  33s.  to  37s.,  according  to  quality,  c.i.f.  terms.  Verona 
root,  21s.  to  24s.,  c.i.f. 

Potash  Cyanide.— Is  very  firmly  held.  There  is  little 
■stock  available  here  for  prompt  delivery/and  dealers  have  sold 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  are  only  offering  in  small 
■quantities  for  August  delivery  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  or  at  the  same 
figure  for  July  f.o.b.  Continent.  A  large  business  has  been 
■done  for  delivery  nest  year.  English  makers  are  also  busy. 

Potash  Salts. —  Chlorate,  3^d.  per  lb.,  London,  Liverpool, 
and  Manchester.  Nitrate :  British  refined,  20s.  per  cwt.  in 
barrels  and  21s.  in  kegs ;  German,  in  barrels,  18s.  9<Z.,.and 
kegs  19s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Montreal  potashes,  20s.  9d. ;  pearl, 
34s.  English  yellow  Prussiate,  6§<#.,  London.  Permanganate, 
56s.  6d.  per  cwt.  in  ton  lots. 

[Quicksilver. — Quiet  and  unchanged.  Second-hands,  11. 12s. 

Quinine. — Little  business  doing.  In  second-hands  the 
price  remains  at  10§<2.  per  oz.  Most  of  the  makers  are  still 
full  up  with  orders.  No  shipments  of  quinine  from  Java 
■were  made  during  March.  The  exports  from  July  1, 1897,  to 
March,  1898,  were  119  cases. 

Salicin. — A  firm  market  at  10s.  per  lb.  in  quantities. 

Senna. — No  business  of  importance  this  week. 

Shellac. — At  the  close  of  last  week  a  good  business  was 
■done  in  second  orange  TN  for  August  delivery  at  66s  to 
'66s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  later  67s.  is  said  to  have  been  paid. 
TN  for  April-June  shipment  has  also  been  sold  at  61s.  6d., 
c.i.f.  On  the  spot  small  sales  of  second  orange  have  been 
made  at  62s.  to  63s.  for  fair  TN.  On  Wednesday  the  price  of 
orange  TN  advanced  to  63s.,  at  which  a  fair  business  was 
done.  For  arrival,  TN  of  August  delivery  has  been  sold  at 
■66s.  6d.  to  67s.,  and  April  June  at  61s.  6d.  to  62s.  per  cwt. 

Silvee  Niteate  is  quiet  at  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  5%d.  per  oz.  for 
■crystals. 

Soda  Bicaebonate. — In  export  trade  there  has  been 
keen  competition  lately,  and  B.  M.  &  Co.  lowered  their  price 
for  Australia  by  10s.  per  ton  on  Wednesday.  The  price  for 
Japan  is  also  lower  by  11.  The  spot-price  remains  at  11.  5s. 
per  ton  in  kegs. 

Soda  Salts. — Nitrate  unchanged  at  7s.  l\d.,  or  7s.  9d.  per 
■cwt.  for  refined.  Caustic,  70  per  cent,  on  the  spot,  11. 10s. ; 
Liverpool,  11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  5s.,  or  11.  f.o.r.  makers'  works, 
Manchester;  76  per  cent.  31.  Is.  6d.,  Liverpool  or  Tyne; 
'60  per  cent.  61.  5s.,  Liverpool,  or  6/.  f.o.r.  Manchester.  Soda 
crystals,  55s.  per  ton  in  barrels ;  bags,  52s.  6d.  ex  ship  or 
Crescent  Clyde  Wharf,  Liverpool,  60s.  f.o.b.,  and  Tyne, 
,52s.  6d. 

Soy. — Dearer.  Business  was  done  at  the  close  of  last  week 
at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  holders  are  now  asking  Is.  3d. 

Spices.— Owing  to  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  the  usual 
spice  auctions  were  not  held  this  week,  and  privately, 
business  has  been  quiet  with  the  exception  of  Pepper,  which 
-is  active  and  dearer  for  both  black  and  white,  the  shipments 
•continuing  on  a  small  scale.  Singapore  black  has  been  done 
at  H£d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  4^.  for  distant  shipment ; 
Penang  white  at  6\~d.  to  6f d.  on  spot,  and  at  Id.  for  July- 
September   steamer ;  Singapore  quoted  at  3d.  for  same 


position.  Zanzibar  Cloves  firm  at  3}^d.  per  lb.  for  June- 
August  delivery,  and  at  4a.  for  October- December.  Cochin 
Ginger  dull,  with  small  business  at  23s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
washed  rough. 

Sulphonal  still  remains  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  10-lb.  lots. 

Tea. — The  Indian  market  during  May  has  been  interest- 
ing, and  for  holders  of  Calcutta-bought  teas  not  very  profit- 
able. Very  few  garden-invoices  of  any  reputation  have  been 
up  for  sale,  and  catalogues  of  poor  liquoring  Calcutta  teas, 
week  after  week,  do  not  meet  with  a  very  warm  welcome. 
Common  leaf  tea,  for  price,  has  kept  firm  enough  at  bd.  to 
b^d.,  and  really  good  liquoring  teas  have  been  scarce  and 
very  dear,  but  poor  liquoring  leaf  and  broken  from  6d. 
to  9d.  has  been  plentiful  and  cheap  enough  for  anyone. 
A  few  new  Assams  are  printed  for  next  week,  and  we  shall 
soon  see  plenty  of  new  DarjeeliDgs  too,  the  quality  of  the 
new  crop  being  reported  as  excellent.  Ceylon  sales  during 
May  were  lighter  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  though 
these  teas  are  still  cheap  enough,  prices  for  the  month  have 
been  distinctly  firmer  than  during  April.  The  market  for 
new  Moning  opened  quietly  at  Hankow,  and  though  a  fair 
amount  has  been  settled  for  Russia,  London  buyers  have 
been  shy,  and  supplies  will  not  be  heavy  at  first.  Capers  are 
plentiful  and  cheap  rubbish  selling  as  low  as  2i\d.  to  3d. 

Tuepentine. — Easier.  American,  on  the  spot,  is  24s.  3d. 
per  cwt.,  June  delivery  at  22s.  9d.,  and  July-December  at 
21s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees. — Genuine  Italian  wax  has  been  in  better 
demand  this  week,  and  is  5s.  per  cwt.  dearer.  On  the  spot 
from  61.  lbs.  to  6/.  17s.  6d.  is  asked,  while  the  c.i.f.  price  is  130s. 
per  cwt.  Business  has  been  done  in  Jamaica  since  the  drug- 
sales  at  11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japan.— Very  quiet  at  34s.  6//.  to  35s.  per  cwt.,  on 
the  spot,  the  latter  price  for  good  parcels. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

At  the  time  of  writing  a  holiday  tone  is  the  chief  feature 
of  the  heavy-chemical  market,  business  being  very  quiet.  The 
prospects  of  a  fairly  steady  volume  of  business  in  the  near 
future  are,  however,  good,  as  many  of  the  home-consuming 
industries  are  well  employed.  This  particularly  applies  to 
paper-makers,  from  whom  the  demand  has  of  late  been  much 
heavier.  The  textile  trades,  too,  are  busier,  especially  the 
calico  printers,  who  in  many  cases  are  working  overtime. 
Bleachers,  dyers,  and  carpet  manufacturers  are  turning  out  a 
good  deal  of  work,  while  glass-makers  are  busier  than  is 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  s  jap- trade  is  very  active, 
and  colour  and  paint  manufacturers  are  exceedingly  busy, 
being  scarcely  able  to  meet  the  moment's  requirements. 
Values  of  miscellaneous  products  are,  on  the  whole,  well 
maintained,  and  there  are  few  alterations  of  moment  to  be 
reported.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  keeps  a  steady  tone,  and 
Hull  and  London  quotations  are  just  a  shade  higher. 
Benzols,  too,  a  trifle  higher  than  the  last  figures  we  gave. 
Bleaching -pon-der  is  only  weak,  and  demand  is  not  very 
active.  Caustic  soda  also  tends  a  shade  easier.  Borax 
and  Boraeic  acid  are  dull.  Lead  compounds  very  steady, 
and  in  good  demand  at  late  advanced  figures.  Brown 
acetate  of  lime  steady.  Cream  of  tartar  has  declined, 
powdered  to  73s.  6d.  to  75s.  and  crystals  to  71s.  6d.  Pitch 
is  quiet,  and  Creosote  and  Naphthas  firm.  Sulphate  of 
copper,  in  spite  of  the  high  price  of  the  metal,  still  keeps  very 
low  in  price,  and  demand  is  not  very  active.  Sulphocganides 
are  only  moving  slowly.  Prussiates  of  potash  and  soda 
maintain  a  firm  tone,  and  Green  copperas  meets  with  heavier 
inquiry.  Saltcake  has  advanced  still  further,  and  is  now 
quoted  23s.  to  24s.  6d.,  free  on  rails,  maker's  works,  in  bulk. 
Nitrate  of  soda  steady  at  the  late  advance.  Ammonia  alkali 
in  strong  request. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  June  1,  reports 
that  in  consequence  of  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  business 
has  been  somewhat  depressed,  and  is  not  expected  to  resume 
its  general  course  for  about  a  week  longer.  Castor  oil  is  very 
steady,  and  shows  a  constantly  hardening  tendency  to 
arrive,  while  on  the  spot,  though  values  are  still  3^d.  for 
first-pressure  French  and  good  seconds  Calcutta,  there  is 
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less  disposition  on  the  part  of  holders  to  let  their  stocks  go. 
as  they  are  looking  for  better  prices  in  the  near  future. 
Chilian  Beeswax  of  the  new  crop  is  arriving  slowly,  and  is 
fetching  good  price — one  parcel  mixed  C  hilian  10  sacks — 
selling  at  6/.  12s.  Qd.,  while  good  is  worth  71.  5.-;.  to  71  15s. 
per  cwt.  Nine  packages  of  good  Matico  leaves  offered  at 
auction  but  were  withdrawn  without  a  bid — importers"  idea 
of  value  being  about  7d.  to  8d.  per  lb.  Turpentine  is  a  little 
easier  at  26s.  per  cwt.  Fenugreek- teed  :  Egyptian  of  the  new 
crop  is  arriving  somewhat  slowly,  and  10/.  10s.  per  ton  is 
asked  by  importers  :  Morocco  is  held  for  1ZL  5s.  per  ton. 
Gum  arahie.  sorts  are  slow  of  sale,  but  there  have  been  no 
fresh  arrivals,  and  the  small  stock  is  firmly  held  from  70s.  to 
80s,  per  cwt.  Medium  grades  are  quietly  steady,  but  the 
inquiry  generally  is  rather  limited,  and  only  small  sales 
have  occurred.  Human  ani.se  is  offering  still  at  18s.  to 
18s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Honeys  of  all  descriptions  are  well  held, 
and  Califurnian  are  gradually  growing  in  value  in  conse- 
quence of  the  strong  reports  from  the  producing-eentres. 
Canary-seed  is  steady  at  26s.  to  27s.  per  quarter,  with  little 
or  no  demand.  Kola  nuts  are  selling  at  prices  varying  from 
l\d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  for  good  dry.  For  the  small  lot  of 
Guinea,  {/rains  available  the  holders  ask  40s.  per  cwt. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Onr  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  May  31  that 
business  is  very  quiet,  partly  owing  to  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  and  prices  of  drug's  are  without  change  since  last 
week.  Antimony  is  firm  at  42  n.  per  100  kilos.  Agar  Agar 
also  firm  on  the  spot  at  290m.  per  100  kilos.  Cape  aloes  is 
steady  at  55m.  per  1C0  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  firmly  held 
at  18^  rn.  per  kilo.,  and  the  same  applies  to  Tolu  at  360m.  per 
100  kilos.  Crude  cimphor  shows  very  little  business:  the 
nominal  quotation  is  235m.  per  100  kilos.  Condurango 
bark  is  steady  at  43m.  per  100  kilos.  Cascara  sagrada  is  a 
scarce  article,  and  very  little  is  offering  at  the  moment. 
Cocaine  is  a  steady  market :  pure  is  offered  at  300m.  par  kilo. 
Maltese,  cumin,  for  spot  delivery,  is  39in  ;  forward,  37m.  per 
100  kilos.  Cevadilla-seed  is  without  business ;  to-day's  quota- 
tion is  76.T1.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rge  is  quiet :  good 
quality  is  scarce;  sound  Russian  is  held  for  15Dm.  to 
160m.  per  100  kilos.  Galangal-root  is  firm  at  45m.  per 
100  kilos.  Gentian  quiet  at  42Jm.  Menthol  is  steady  at 
14Jm.  per  kilo.  Opium  is  firm  but  quiet  :  at  21m.  p»r 
kilo.  Quinine  is  without  business  and  neglected  :  nomin- 
ally, 32m.  per  kilo,  is  asked.  Quillaia  lark  is  almost 
unchanged  at  38m.  to  39m.  ppr  100  kilos.  Star-anise  seed  is 
very  scarce  and  firm,  spot  at  240m.  per  100  kilos.  Spermaceti 
is  offered  at  270m.  per  100  kilos,  for  spot  delivery.  Bio 
ipecacuanha  is  very  firm,  at  20m.  to  21m.  per  kilo.  Car- 
nauha  wax  quiet  at  75m.  to  130m.  per  100  kilos.,  according 
to  quality.  Japan  wax,  69m.  to  68m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod- 
liver  oil  is  neglected  ;  to-day's  quotation  is  77ra.  per  brl. 
Bapc  oil  is  quiet:  German  (duty-free)  is  51Am.  per  100 
kilos.  All  kinds  of  Castor  oil  are  dull,  and  slow  of  sale  ;  first 
pressing  in  barrels  is  quoted  at  59}m.  to  60m.  on  the  spot: 
.Tune- July  delivery  at  5SJ  m.  per  100  kilos..  In  Essential 
oils,  Star-anise  has  advanced  to  15im.  per  kilo;  Clove  oil  is 
6(D.  to  6'j-m.  per  kilo.  ;  Peppermint  oil  unchanged  ;  HGII 
at  5J-m.  per  lb.  ;  and  Japanese  at  6.'rm.  to  6m.  per  kilo. 


ARRIVALS. 


Aloes  (Curaeoa)   63 

Annatto-seed   15 

Benzoin    101 

Calumba    522 

Camphor  (Japan)   200 

Cardamoms    14 

Cinchona  (E.I.)  1650 

Cocaine  (crude)   12 

Cocculus  indicus    370 

Copaiba    25 

Galls    83 

Gentian-root    52 

Honey   161 

Iodine    21 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart-.)   8 

Kamala    11 

Kola.....   21 

Lime-juice   17 

Manna   4 

Myrrh   11 

Nux  vomica   1556 


Oil,  cassia    10 

Oil,  castor    55 

Oil,  cinnamon    10 

Oil,  citronella   68 

Oil,  cod-liver   25 

Oil,  limes    5 

Oil,  star-anise   20 

Opium   22 

Orris   64 

Quicksilver    500 

Quinine    ?0 

Rhubarb   57 

Saffron   5 

Sandalwood,  E.I.  (bells,  i  ...  760 

Sarsaparilla  ( Java)    52 

Soy    5 

Tamarinds    180 

Tonca-beans    6 

Turmeric   511 

Wax,  bees'    711 

Wax,  Japan    '^79 


£onbon  £)rug  statistics. 


The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  receipts  and  dell  vole  3  of  some  of  the 
le&rting drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public  wiirehouses  iroin  .lunuiiry  31, 
1898,  to  Ma.v  31,  and  to  the  stocks  on  Mai  31.  Their  accuracy  cannot 
be  guaranteed. 


Stocks 


Imported 


Delivered 


Article 


Aloes  cs.  Ac. 

.,    gourds 

Anise,  Star  cs 

Arrowroot  ....  brls 
„       bxs  Sc  tns 

Balsams  cks,  dec. 

Calumba  bgs 

Camphor  pkgs 

Cardamoms..  cs,&e. 
Cinchona-bark : — 

S.American . . .  .cs 
bis,  &c. 

E.  I.,  Ceylon,  (  cs 
and  Java  1  tils 
Cocculus  Iud...  hgs 

Cochineal  bgs 

Cubebs  bgs 

Dragons'  blood  ..cs 
Galls— 

China  and  Jap.  es 

Tkey.  &  Brsu.'  bgs 
Gums — 

Ammoniacum  pkgs 

Animi  &  copal  „ 
Arabic!  all  dese.),, 
Asafetida  . .  „ 
Benzoin  ....  „ 

Damar   „ 

Galbanum  ..  „ 
Gamboge  ....  „ 
Guaiaeum    ..  „ 

Kiuo   „ 

Kowrie  tons 

Mastic  pkgs 

Myrrh,  E.I. 

Olibanum  ..  „ 
Sandarac  ....  „ 
Tragacantb. .  „ 

Ipecacuanha,  Kiobls 
„  other  kinds  pkgs 

Jalap  bis 

Nux  vomica  ..  pkgs 

OiU-— 

Anise  cs 

Cassia   , 

Castor  cks 

 cs 

Cocoa-nut  . .  tons 
Olive  . ...cks&c. 
Palm  tons 

Quinine  sulphate  lbs 

Rhubarb  chts 

Safflowcr— 

Bengal  ..  bis,  &c. 

Saltpetre- 
Nitrate  potass  tons 
Nitrate  soda 

Sarsaparilla   bis 

Senna  bis  6tC 

Shellac- 
Button   cs 

Ganiet  „ 

Orange  „ 

Turmeric- 
Bengal   tons 

Madras,  Cochin, 
&c  tons 

Wax— 
(Bees')  bis  &  srns 
„        cks  &  cs 
(Japan)  . .  cs,  <ie. 


1S98 

1897 

1898 

1897 

1898 

1897 

2.513 

2671 

740 

653 

898 

2  023 

2,199 

1.819 

1.C95 

— 

1,294 

137 

«:o 

187 

50 

10' 

53 

37 

12.616 

7.208 

5.043 

,  6.307 

1.237 

2.1:9 

418 

161 

967 

61b 

428 

608 

905 

2  6 

9C5 

504 

433 

17 

785 

263 

324 

257 

9.9  8 

10.870 

955 

3.365 

2.4H5 

1  4,427 

1,517 

1.145 

2,C97 

2,010 

1.662 

1,409 

54 

D4 

— 

2 

13.575 

£.0  0 

1,424 

1.603 

1.675 

4(1 

371 

166 

110 

121 

47 

7,327 

6,785 

11,423 

3,455 

S  215 

4,673 

35 

48 

~"~ 

— 

— 

24 

2.815 

2.14  6 

1.213 

o64 

917 

950 

1,88$ 

327 

1.553 

72 

69 

217 

30 

64 

47 

77 

62 

1,185 

515 

8oJ 

21 

244 

589 

3,320 

3,106 

2,3-9 

2.6,3 

2,250 

5,064 

34 

46 

9 

13 

4 

6 

19,573 

17,505 

15  626 

17.5  to 

16.821 

14.927 

9.519 

1^.  120 

6.484 

10623 

9.414 

11,468 

507 

510 

379 

541 

352 

292 

2.622 

2.980 

2.083 

1,390 

1.839 

1.813 

3,711 

2,945 

2,393 

1,818 

2504 

2,5(2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2  5 

231 

53 

153 

98 

114 

58 

76 

29 

42 

37 

16 

41 

34 

27 

19 

9 

12 

£68 

1.089 

977 

1,535 

1,141 

1,497 

te 

14 

46 

9 

20 

7 

457 

523 

25 

122 

124 

173 

2.781 

2.303 

3.508 

2  388 

1  K47 

2.509 

941 

939 

555 

1.170 

459 

493 

3.142 

3.213 

3.r62 

2.'.  03 

3.243 

3  546 

161 

253 

190 

215 

266 

409 

104 

12 

141 

106 

••3 

115 

296 

316 

5S 

148 

102 

136 

139 

668 

94 

2.4 

84 

229 

112 

103 

115 

29 

57 

106 

63 

10 

no 

35 

67 

74 

126 

3d 

47W 

348 

f  61 

4-5 

4-2 

484 

107 

421 

480 

232 

431 

536 

722 

463 

634 

1.035 

i.92 

1.305 

721 

917 

f  88 

15 

5 

18 

17  i 

18 

97.283 

84.SC3 

27.688 

13.471 

26  609 

16.522 

514 

134 

220 

157 

676  | 

434 

229 

177 

41 

17 

34 

16?6 

2.122 

3  036 

2.873 

2  142 

2.672 

1.194 

479 

14.878 

11.374 

15  402 

11  359 

328 

263 

618 

422 

474 

417 

634 

U99 

1.31o 

643 

2  035 

2,051 

6  391 

7,830 

3556 

6.191 

3?32 

4  230 

6.119 

5.627 

4  020 

4.213 

2.774 

2.833 

44.6:9 

35.169 

17,965 

23,411 

13.651 

17,755 

127 

463 

10 

19 

57 

83 

144 

299  | 

63 

19 

66 

101 

375 

556 

754 

729 

1.046 

583 

948 

1,333 

*81 

1.7J8 

1671 

1..-82 

494 

125 

£08 

144 

344 

19/ 

"Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  I  find  very  useful.  It  saves 
a  lot  of  time  and  tiouble  in  referring:  to  back  \olumes. 

C.  Thorni.ey  (llfracomte).    (1G4/C0  ) 

Death  of  a  Phahmacien  Exn.or.rR  —  The  death  is  an 
nouDccd  of  M.  Paoul,  who  returned  to  Franca  last  autumn 
after  a  loner  scientific  mission  in  the  Far  East  on  behalf  of 
the  French  Government.  His  principal  achievement  during 
his  absence  was  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  .Sumatra, 
from  whence  he  brought  a  collection  of  minerals,  as  well  as 
many  valuable  specimens  of  rare  plants. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    The;/  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
notice  to  or  wit]l0Ut  a  nom-de-plumc,  must  be  authenti- 
dents  SP°n"  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Unguentum  Hycirargyri  Nitratis. 

Sie, — In  reference  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney's  comments  on  the 
temperature  at  which  the  ingredients  are  directed  to  be 
mixed  in  the  preparation  of  unguentum  hydrargyri  nitratis, 
his  experience  is  quite  in  accord  with  my  own.  Of  the 
ointments  prepared  for  ray  note  in  February,  1897,  those 
mixed  at  the  lower  temperature  have  kept  their  colour  and 
consistence  far  better  than  the  others  prepared  at  the  higher 
temperatures  suggested  by  other  writers.  The  quantity 
made  as  suggested  {P.J ,  1897,  i.,  121)  with  a  temperature 
of  350°  F.,  is  now  of  a  dark  colour  and  completely  changed 
in  appearance,  as  is  also  another  quantity  in  which  the  fats 
were  heated  to  300°  F. ;  whereas  that  prepared  about  the 
same  time,  by  the  modification  (P.J.,  1897,  L,  173),  has 
scarcely  changed  from  its  original  colour.  In  the  latter 
process  the  temperature  never  exceeded  250°  F.,  and  the 
mercuric  solution  was  added  to  the  melted  fats  at  185°  F. 
Although  the  revisors  of  the  B.P.,  1898,  have  not  adopted 
the  highest  temperature  then  proposed,  they  have  specified 
a  heat  which  is  above  that  of  the  boiling-p jint  of  the 
mercuric  solution,  and  this  may  cause  difficulties  in  the 
manipulation  which  would  have  been  avoided  by  a  lower 
temperature,  quite  apart  from  the  fact  that  the  latter  makes 
a  better  product.  There  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the 
manipulation  when  conducted  on  a  water-bath.  The  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  mercury  should  be  added  to  the  melted 
fats  when  they  are  between  18CP  and  190°  F.,  and  as  the 
temperature  rises  the  effervescence  will  commence  before 
it  reaches  2125  F. ;  the  chemical  action  will  then  raise  the 
temperature  20°  to  30°  F.,  but  the  highest  point  will  most 
probably  be  below  250°  F.  Effervescence  should  be  allowed 
to  continue  for  about  eight  to  ten  minutes  and  then  the 
product  should  be  removed  from  the  water-bath  and  stirred 
till  cold.  Yours  faithfully, 

413  Oxford  Street,  W.,  P.  W.  Squibe. 

May  31. 

[We  have  examined  samples  of  the  ointment  prepared  as 
Mr.  Squire  suggests.  One  four  months  old  has  a  bright 
citron  colour,  and  is  of  workable  consistence ;  another 
sample,  made  in  January,  1897,  though  slightly  darker  in 
colour  (but  not  green),  has  not  altered  in  consistency; 
while  a  sample  of  ointment  £rnade  at  300°  F.  in  Janu- 
ary last  has  a  green  colour,  strongly  nitrous  odour,  and 
lends  to  be  brittle.  It  seems  from  this  that  ung.  hyd.  nit. 
is  still  an  official  problem. — Ed.,  C.  cf  D.~\ 

Ung.  Acid.  Carbolic. 

Sie, — In  your  issue  of  this  date  I  note  that  Mr.  John  C. 
Umney  refers  to  the  formula  for  ung.  acid,  carb.,  and  attri- 
butes the  idea  of  dissolving  the  acid  in  glycerine  before 
mixing  with  the  basis  to  Mr.  Lucas  (page  890). 

May  I  ask  Mr.  Umney  whence  his  authority  for  this  state- 
ment.'  The  fact  being  that  the  first  mention  of  this  modus 
operandi  that  we  have  in  print  occurs  in  an  article  on  the 
"  Ointments  of  the-B.P."  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  for 
"November  16,  1895 — an  article  that  was  not  contributed  by 
the  above-named  gentleman. 

Yours  very  truly, 
39  Church  Street,  Marylebone,  N.W.,        J.  C.  Hyslop. 
May  28. 

Adeps  Preparatus  (Amerieanus). 

Sie, — Kef  erring  to  the  galenical  note  on  "  Ung.  Hyd." 
(page  191),  some  samples  of  the  above  have  an  actively 


reducing  action  on  the  mercury.  This  is  a  valuable  pro- 
perty when  it  is  required  to  prepare,  as  often  happens  now, 
ung.  hyd.  recentis  by  prescription  ;  but  one  is  naturally 
curious  as  to  wbat  it  can  be  due  to,  and  this  I  have  not  yet 
been  aide  to  discover.  C.  CUMMINGS. 

Dundee,  May  27. 

The  Assistants'  Union. 

Sie, — "  Manager'*  appears  to  think  he  has  done  an  excel- 
lent thing  in  joining  "  the  companies.''  He,  no  doubt, 
should  be  the  best  judge.  Less  personally  interested  indi- 
viduals may  ask,  Why  his  jubilant  communication  to  your 
pages  3  In  what  does  his  salary,  be  it  more  or  less,  merit 
public  attention  1  If  his  bitterness  was  made  sweet,  as 
appears,  by  selling  himself  to  the  highest  bidder,  reflection 
may  perhaps  modify  his  triumphant  strains.  One  fails  to 
see  any  influence,  other  than  £  s.  d.,  to  account  for 
"Manager's  "  change  of  front  and  revulsion  of  feeling.  His 
remarks,  therefore,  are  wholly  irrelevant  respecting  the  evil 
or  otherwise  of  company  trading — an  idea  he  seems  to  have 
had  in  his  mind.  Another  Manager.  (195/45.) 

Drug-store  Advertisements. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  A.  E.  Bertie-Smith  con 
siders  the  circular  referred  to  in  his  letter  going  a  little  too 
far.    I  should  like  to  know  what-  he  thinks  of  the  enclosed 
cutting  for  an  out-and-outer.    I  consider  himself  and  neigh- 
bouring chemists  have  been  let  off  very  easily. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Islander.    (194/23  ) 

[The  advertisement  accompanying  the  above  letter  is  from 
a  Guernsey  newspaper.  It  sets  out  in  large  type  the  words 
"  Great  Robbery  in  the  Drug-trade  at  Guernsey — Thousands 
of  Pounds,"  and  is  inserted  by  Boots,  cash  chemists, 
Guernsey  and  Jersey.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


184/7.  Gaultheria. — You  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  10/. 
if  you  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  poisoned  grain,  and  your 
customer  would  be  liable  to  a  similar  penalty  if  he  placed 
such  poisoned  grain  on  any  ground  or  in  any  exposed  place 
or  situation. 

188/12.  Taraxacum. — We  cannot  advise  you  properly  on 
your  information.  If  your  fly-paper  is  anything  new  in 
composition,  you  can  perhaps  patent  it;  if  you  have  planned 
some  new  shape  or  form  for  it,  you  can  register  it  as  a 
design;  if  5011  are  calling  it  by  a  fancy  name,  or  are  con- 
necting some  distinctive  mark  with  it,  you  want  to  register 
that  as  a  trade-mark  ;  and,  lastly,  if  you  are  writing  a  book  or 
a  poem  about  it,  or  have  a'picture  to  associate  with  it,  you  can 
register  the  copyright,  at  Stationers'  Hall.  Before  writing  to 
us  again  on  the  subject  read  up  all  you  can  find  on  these 
registrations  in  the  last  two  or  three  Diaeies,  where  you 
will  probably  get  what  you  want  to  know. 

188/59.  Barnacle. — To  ascertain  exactly  what  any  par- 
ticular firm  has  registered  it  is  necessary  to  pay  1*.  for  a 
search  at  the  Trade-marks  Office.  It  is  not  likely  that  such 
a  title  as  "  Universal  Embrocation  "  by  itself  could  be  regis- 
tered ;  but  it  is  a  popular  title,  and  if  another  person  other 
than  the  original  owner  finds  it  necessary  to  use  it,  he  must 
take  every  means  of  preventing  the  public  from  assuming 
that  they  are  getting  the  original  article,  or  an  injunction 
might  be  granted,  irrespective  of  trade- mark  registration. 

189/50.  Trebor. — (1)  It  is  not  legal  for  an  unregistered 
person  to  describe  himself  as  a"  manufacturing  chemist " ; 
but  if  he  uses  that  description  in  a  perfectly  bond-jidc  way, 
and  not  to  cover  the  keeping  of  a  shop,  he  will  not  be  inter- 
fered with.  (2)  When  paregoric  is  asked  for  it  is  necessary 
to  supply  tr.  camph.  co.,  B.P.  If  a  paregoric  without 
opium  is  supplied  and  is  so  labelled,  we  are  afraid  the 
vendor  would  sometimes  escape  conviction  ;  but  there  have 
only  been  magistrates'  decisions  on  the  point,  and  these  have 
not  been  uniform. 

183/47.  Claverhonse—We  do  not  think  chemists  will  have 
any  difficulty  in  clearing  off  their  old  stocks  in  consequence 
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■of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  being  introduced.  The  law  only 
requires  that  the  new  medicines  must  b3  used  for  compound- 
ing physicians'  prescriptions,  and  even  with  regard  to  these 
chemists  should  use  discretion.  We  cannot  give  you  a  label 
guaranteed  to  safeguard  you  if  you  sell  the  old  spirit  of  nitre 
or  milk  of  sulphur.  See,  however,  answer  to  "  A.  R.  B  "  in 
C.  B.,  May  21,  page  850.  But  why  not  drop  these  old  pre- 
parations and  sell  only  the  new  ones  ? 

191/30.  Company. — You  will  find  pirticulars  of  the  process 
for  registering  a  company  in  any  of  our  Diaeies,  and  espe- 
cially in  full  detail  in  the  Diaey  for  1896. 

193/46.  C.  M.  S. — No  licence  is  required  for  the  sale  of 
fruit-juice  unfermented,  and  to  which  no  spirit  has  been 
added. 

196,46.  Interested. — If  a  customer  states  his  symptoms 
and  you  decide  on  and  supply  the  remedy  you  are  acting  as  an 
-apothecary,  and  are  liable  accordingly,  whether  the  remedy 
supplied  is  a  proprietary  article  or  not.  But  if  you  advertise 
the  remedy  and  the  customer  himself  fits  it  to  his  symptoms 
you  are  not  liable  to  any  action. 

196/36.  Bcpdale. — An  assistant  who  with  the  consent  of 
'his  employer  leaves  his  situation  for  a  week  on  his  own 
affairs  (nothing  being  arranged  about  his  salary)  cannot 
claim  his  salary  for  that  week. 

194/44.  Unqualified. — The  unqualified  proprietor  of  a 
shop  where  poisons  are  sold  is  liable  to  a  penalty,  even 
though  he  employ  a  qualified  man  to  sell  them. 

194/38.  Parvus. — You  cannot  protect  a  speciality  by 
registering  a  label  at  Stationers'  Hall.  Read  up  back 
Diakies  on  the  subject. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employes  only  upon  subjects 

<o/  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 

querq  is  sent  ivrite  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
Wotiee  to  ™  > 

......      paper.     When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 

full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
■  are  disregarded. 


194/11.  Sticltfast. — Your  sample  of  Birdlime  has  been 
made  by  boiling  tosrether  linseed  oil  and  resin  in  about 
equal  proportions.  You  will  require  to  make  a  few  experi- 
ments before  you  are  able  to  produce  a  result  as  nice  as  your 
specimen. 

194/26.  C.  H.  C—  Fumigate  the  fly-infested  rooms  with 
sulphur,  and  afterwards  use  any  of  the  many  popular  fly- 
papers. There  are  several  good  ones  described  in  our 
advertisement  columns. 

195/25.  E.  S.  C — "  Squire's  Companion  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,"  10s.  6d.  (Churchill),  of  which  a'new  edition 
is  in  the  press,  will  be  a  suitable  book  for  you. 

194/6.    Duin  Brown. — Etching  Liquid  for  Steel,  &c.  :  — 

Cupri  sulph  Sj. 

Amnion,  chlor.         ...       ...       ...  ,^ss. 

Ac.  acetic,  dil...       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

M. 

Cover  the  steel  to  be  marked  with  a  coating  of  wax  ;  scratch 
the  dev'c  s  through  the  wax  ;  pour  on  the  etching-fluid,  and  allow 
it  to  act  for  a  time,  according  to  the  depth  of  etching  required. 

192/19.  Edmardus. — Ac3tu-ji  Staphisigrije  for  nursery 
-hair-lotion  :— 

Stavesacre-seeds  in  coarse  powder 
Acetic  acid    ...       ...       ...       ...  %j. 

Water   jxvj. 

Boil  ten  minutes  in  a  covered  vessel,  and  when  co'd  filter. 


192/41.  Caustic  has  a  lady  customer  who  has  some  black 
spots  on  her  lip,  caused  by  the  application  of  caustic  some 
years  ago,  and  which  she  wishes  removing.  The  marks 
being  evidently  deep-seated,  chemical  applications  would 
probably  be  useless.  A  surgeon  might  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing in  such  a  case. 

195/17.  Afridi. — The  formula  for  digestive  syrup,  May  28, 
1898,  page  897,  is  an  imitation  Seigel's  syrup. 

194  54.  E.  S. — Essence  of  Rennet.— See  C.  #  I)..  August  1, 
1896,  page  207,  and  February  12,  1896,  pa<;e  335.  There 
are  also  several  recipes  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
pages  287-8.  The  latter  part  of  your  query  is  one  of  those 
questions  which  are  unanswerable. 

192/42  Bolus. — Your  inquiry  does  not  fall  within  the 
,  scope  of  this  column. 

192/20.  Nemo. — Books  on  Bacteriology  : — "  Applied 
Bacteriology,"  Pearmain  and  Moor,  12.«.  6d.  (Bailliere) ; 
"  Elements  of  Bacteriology,"'  Schenk,  10.«.  (Longmans) ; 
"  Manual  of  Bacteriology,"  Crookshank,  21s.  (Lewis). 

191/60.  B.  F.  H. — Prolonged  soaking  in  methylated 
spirit  will  take  out  a  stain  of  shellac  varnish  from  a  blanket. 

195/20.  Carsdyhe.  —  Black  Hair  dye.— See  C.  &  B., 
August  7.  1897,  page  250,  or  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
pages  103-7. 

129/24.  J.  W. — Freezing-salt. — A  mixture  of  equal  parts 
of  sal  ammoniac  and  nitre.  Direct  the  powder  to  be  mixed 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  water  for  use.  See  also  icing- 
powders  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  429. 

136/34.  T.  B.  P.— (I)  You  can  modify  No.  2  formula  for 
fly  and  maggot  oils  in  "Y.C.P.,"  if  you  wish,  by  increasing 
the  quantity  of  corrosive  sublimate.  We  give  the  recipe  as 
Professor  Robertson  gives  it.  (2)  "  Preparations  of  corro- 
sive sublimate  "  are  in  part  2  of  the  poisons  schedule. 

196/35  CM.  —  The  damp-wall  composition  made  by 
Hanger,  Watson  &  Harris,  Hull,  is  the  best  thing  you  could 
recommend  your  customer  for  painting  the  damp  wall. 

196/17.  Scnex. — (1)  Hingworm  in  Cattle.— For  this 
you  should  use  either  nitrate-of- mercury  ointment  or  sulphur 
ointment.  (2)  Worm-powders  for  Horses. — The  follow- 
ing is  given  in  "  Yeterinary  Counter-practice": — 

Sulphur,  nigr.    .*]'. 

Antim.  tart.   ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Bol.  armen.   ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

M 

To  be  given  after  a  light  mash. 

196/34.  Niix  Yom. — Your  cod-liver-oil  emulsion  is  bound 
to  ferment  unless  you  add  a  preservative.  A  small  quantity 
of  spirit  of  chloroform  will  be  most  suitable  in  this  case. 


Coming  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  arc  to  be  held. 


Monday,  June  6. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  P.M. 
"  On  the  Conditions  Existing  in  Acetylene  Generators,"  by 
Professor  V.  B.  Lewes. 

"Wednesday.  June  8. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Blooms':>ury  Square 
W.C.,  at  11  p.m.    Council  meeting. 


The  banquet  to  past  presidents  of  the  Chemical  Society,  which 
was  to  have  been  given  in  the  Hotel  M^tropole  on  June  9,  hua 
been  postponed  in  consequence  of  Lord  Playfair's  death. 


